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TITLE Till.

CHAPTER 20.

OF PARISHES ; AND THE SUPPORT OF PUBLIC WORSHIP.

Section
1. Parishes, to be bodies corporate.

2. Rights, &c., of all parishes.

3. Churches to have accustomed privi-

leges, (fcc.

4. Membership of every religious society

to be voluntary.

5. Parishes may regulate admissions by

by-laws.

6. Members alone may vote.

7. Armual meeting for choice of officers.

8. Parish meetings, how warned.

9. Wlio to preside, when moderator is

chosen—choice of clerk.

10. Officers, how sworn.

11. Moderator's power and duties—penal-

ties for disorderly conduct in meeting.

12. Persons chosen collectors shall, if pres-

ent, forthwith accept or refuse.

13. What shall be deemed a refusal.

14. Prudential affairs, by whom managed.

15. Vacancies in office, how filled.

16. Meetings, to be called on application

of five or more voters,—contents of

warrant.

17. If assessors unreasonably refuse, &,c.,

a justice of the peace may call meet

ings.

18. Objects for which a parish may raise

money.

19. Special acts of incorporation, &c., not

to be affected by this chapter.

20. Corporations, not to be tcixed.

21. Existing rights of property not im

paired.

22. Parishes may appoint attorneys, &c.

23. " may appoint their treEisurers

collectors—who shall have the

power of town collectors.

S4. " may abate for prompt pay-

ment.

25. Unincorporated societies may hold and

manage donations.

26. Parishes and societies may organize

themselves, &.c.

Section
27. The first meeting, to be called by jus-

tice's warrant.

28. Contents of the justice's warrant, and

proceedings thereon.

29. Powers, &c., of societies so organized,

subject to revocation.

30. Taxes of religious societies, to be as-

sessed on property.

31. Proprietors of churches, &c., may as-

sess money for alterations, repairs, &c.

32. Assessment and collection of such mo-
ney.

33. Notice when pews are sold by treasu-

rer.

34. Affidavit of notice of sales, made evi-

dence.

35. How proprietors' meetings may be

called.

36. Proprietors may take down pews, to

alter churches, &c.—proceedings in

such case.

37. Parishes and societies, to have the like

powers, in such cases.

38. No compensation to pew owners, if

church is unfit for use.

DONATIONS AND GRANTS FOR PIOUS AND
CHARITABLE USES.

39. Deacons, church wardens, '&c., made
bodies corporate, to take donations, &c.

40. When the ministers, elders, &c., are

joined in such donations.

41. Ministers of all churches may take in

succession any parsonage land.

42. No conveyance of church lamds valid,

without consent of churches, &c.

43. Conveyance by minister, to be valid

only during his ministry, unless, &c.

44. Churches, except, &c., may appoint

committees to settle with the deacons.

45. Income of such bodies corporate limi-

ted.

46. Overseers of monthly meetings of the

Friends or Quakers, to hold lands, &c.,

as a corporation—Income limited.

Parishes, to be SECTION 1 . Every parish or religious society heretofore establish-

bodies corpor- g^ jg declared to be a body corporate, with all the powers given to cor-
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porations by the forty fourth chapter ; and with the other powers, 1786, lo, § 3.

privileges, habilities and duties, expressed in this chapter. ^^^^' ^^'

Sect. 2. All parishes or religious societies, whether corporate Rights, &c. of

or unincorporate, shall continue to have and enjoy their existing i834"i83^*& i

rights, privileges, and immunites, except so far as the same may be
limited or modified by the provisions of this chapter, and the eleventh
article of the amendments of the constitution.

Sect. 3. The respective churches, connected and associated in Churches to

public worship with such parishes and religious societies, shall con- ed^privUe^es'""
tinue to have, exercise and enjoy all their accustomed privileges and &c.

liberties respecting divine worship, church order and discipline, and Jo pick
1*7° '^'

shall be encouraged in the peaceable and regular enjoyment and prac- 1834, 183, § i.

tice thereof.

Sect. 4. All persons, belonging to any religious society, shall Membership of

be taken and held to be members, until they shall file, with the clerk ^""'^P rehg-ious

, ,
' J ' SOClGlV to DC

of such society, a written notice declaring the dissolution of their vokmiary.

membership, and thenceforth shall not be liable for any grant or con-
|^ \f^,: 3^47

tract, which may be thereafter made or entered into by such society ; 5 Pick. 498.

and no person shall hereafter be made a member of any parish or re- ^^"^' ^^^' ^ ^•

ligious society, without his consent in writing.

Sect. 5. Every parish and religious society may make by-laws. Parishes may
prescribing the manner in which persons may become members

sf(^s' by by-™'^'
thereof

;
provided such by-laws be not repugnant to the laws of the laws.

Commonwealth. ^^2^' ^^^' § ^

Sect. 6. No person shall have a right to vote in the affairs of Members alone

any parish or religous society, unless he is a member thereof. ^g^j^
'''^;

-,g^
Set. 7. The qualified voters of every parish and incorporated 183, §'§ 3! 7.

religious society, and of every religious society organized according Annual meet-

to the provisions of this chapter, shall meet in the month of March IXcers?
'° "^^ °

or April annually, at such time and place as shall be appointed by 1786, 10, § 1.

their assessors or standing committee, and shall choose a clerk, and
two or more assessors, a treasurer, collector, who shall be sworn,
and such other officers as they shall think necessary ; all of whom
shall continue in office for one year, and until others are chosen and
qualified in their stead.

Sect. 8. All meetings shall be warned in such manner, as the Parish meet-

parish or society shall by any by-law or vote provide ; and when they '"^s, how

shall make no such order, the meetings shall be warned in such man- 7Greenl. 426.

ner, as their assessors or standing committee shall, in their warrant for ^^*^^' ^'^

such meeting, direct.

Sect. 9. At all such meetings, the clerk shall preside in the Who to preside

choice of a moderator ; and, if there is no clerk, or if he is absent,
i^ dio^n.

^'^^'"'^

the assessors or the standing committee, or any one of them, shall choice of clerk,

preside in the choice of a moderator ; and a clerk may then be 1817, 184.

chosen, either pro tempore, or to fill the vacancy, as the case may
s^eJeen^! 448.

require.

Sect. 10. The moderator may administer the oath of office to Officers, how

the clerk ; and the clerk may administer the oath to the assessors and ^^^^^^ 427
collector ; or the said oaths may be administered by any justice of 1786, lb, ^§ 1.

the peace ; and they shall all be substantially the same, as are re- ^'

quired to be taken by the clerk, assessors, and collectors of towns.

Sect. 11. The moderator shall have the same power, in govern- Moderator's

26


