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Preface

WhentheFirst Reformed Churchin New Brunswick, New Jersey, cel ebrated
its 240th anniversary in 1943, two large marble commemorative plagues were
installed in the rear wall of the sanctuary. One wasin memory of thefirst pastor
of the church, Dominie Theodorus Jacobus Frelinghuysen. An evangelical
preacher with an emphasis on spiritual experience, Frelinghuysen had contrib-
uted to thereligiousrevival in the colonies known asthe Great Awakening. The
other inscription recalled awoman named Dina Van Bergh:

in memory of
DINAH VAN BERGH
wife of the
Reverend John Frelinghuysen
and after his death of the
Reverend Jacob Rutsen Hardenbergh
Minister of this church and first
President of Queen’s College, 1786-1790
elect lady—qifted in mind and spirit
of rare piety and zeal for the faith
counselor of ministers—teacher of
youth—serving well her
day and generation
1725-1807

The congregation wanted to remember this gifted lady. Her “rare piety and
zedl” hadinspired them. Dramatic storiesfrom her lifehavebeenretold at historic
celebrations and are constantly remembered at the Old Dutch Parsonage in
Somerville which was once her home. Lectures have been given about her.
Inspired by her faith, Eleanor Samuel son, amember of First Reformed Churchin
New Brunswick, wrote a play about Dina that was presented at the church.
Eleanor was so enthused about Dinathat she urged the translation and printing of
Dina sdiary. Her interest inspired this publication. And the Women’ s Guild for
Christian Service in First Reformed Church decided to underwrite the initial
expenses of publishing this book containing atranglation of her diary.

Who was this woman who was so highly respected in her generation and is
still remembered with such interest two hundred years later?

Dinawasfirst of al awoman of faith. The presence of God, which was so
profoundly real to her, gave her awarmth of concern for people and a hopeful
attitudethat generated enthusiasmin others. Her trust in God wastransparent. She
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had experienced the grace of God since shewasyoung and her faith had stood the
test of adversity and sorrow over the years. Out of the desire that others would
experience the same peace and hope that she had been given, Dinawas eager to
share her experiences and insights. Her desire to serve her Lord was contagious.
Her keen mind commanded respect. Her humility elicited the affection of those
who knew her.

Wedon’t know very much about her physical appearance. Her wedding dress
is preserved in the special collections at the Alexander Library of Rutger's
University. William H.S. Demarest recorded a description of Dinagivento him
by aMrs. Hageman who remembered Dinafrom personal acquaintance: Shewas
“of medium stature, in complexion rather dark, with dark hair and eyes, asvery
neat and plainin her dress, and attractive in manner, and that no one could avoid
loving her, so kind and gentlein disposition as not to have trouble with anyone,
as endearing in intercourse.”!
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| ntroduction
to
Dinas Diary

Dina Van Bergh's early life in Amsterdam

father, Louis Van Bergh, was a wealthy merchant engaged in
trade with the East Indies.? Her parents sought to provide her with
educational and cultural opportunities. To their dismay, however, Dina became
more interested in going to church than taking the dancing lessons they had
arrangedfor her. Shecameto haveadeepfaithin God. Shecameinto contact with
people who were part of a movement now known as Reformed Pietism. The
movement emphasized spiritual experience and Christian living.
Asateenager Dinaexpressed concernthat her family practicemoral behavior.
At agefourteen sheconfronted her father about the card-playing for money which
hewasdoing intheir home. It issaid that she entered the room where he sat with
hisfriends playing cards and asked him to stop playing. One of the men ordered
her out of the room. But on another day, when there was another game going on,
Dina again entered the room. This time she said nothing to the men but offered
aprayer to God. The result was that the games were discontinued.3
Certaindatesstood out asmilestonesin Dina sspiritual life. February 1, 1742,
as Dinawas nearly seventeen, was one such date. Y earslater it still stood out in
her memory. February 1, 1747, she wasto writein her diary, “It wasfive years
sincemy soul wasset free.” Andin 1750 sheasked her fiancetojoin her inmaking
February 2 aday of commemoration because eight yearsbefore “the Lord broke
my bonds, and set me at liberty, and saved me from the deep darkness| wasin.”
Another special datewas September 18, 1744, when Dinaexperienced healing by
the grace of God. On September 18, 1746, shewrote, “ It wastwo years ago that
by amiracle God had saved me.” She remembered “how sincerely and with an
oath my soul committed itself to the Lord,” and pledged herself to use al her
talentsin his service. September 18, 1747, at another time when shewasill, she
notedinher diary that it wastheanniversary of “my former, wonderful recovery.”
Dinafound agroup of friendsfromwhom she drew supportin her faith. They
met every Tuesday asaprayer circle called aconventicle. Dinalistened intently
to the sermons she heard, studied the scriptures herself, and daily engaged in

Dina was born February 10, 1725, and grew up in Amsterdam. Her
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private meditation and prayer. She enjoyed reading sacred poetry. Sheespecially
appreciated thewritings of Jadocusvan Lodenstein, a17th Century pietistic poet
and preacher.

In 1746 and 1747, when Dinawas twenty-one and twenty-two yearsold, she
kept ajournal of her spiritual reflections and prayers. They tell of her spiritual
struggles and times of refreshment and direction. Her writings tell how she was
nurtured by word and sacrament in the church. In her diary she wrote of her
experiences of worship in Reformed churches in Amsterdam and other places
which shevisited. Sherecorded theinsight and inspiration shereceived from the
preaching she heard. She wrote of the encouragement she received from her
prayer group. She expressed her concerns for her family and her country. She
prayed that purely formal Christianity might give way to the experience of the
power of God. For her friends and her family her hope was that they would
experience the converting power of Christ and come under the influence of the
Spirit of God. Shespent muchtimeinintercessory prayer asher country wasunder
the threat of war.

Inthe seventeenth century Dutch economic power declined. By theend of the
century the Netherlands had lost its preeminent position in Europe ceding first
place to Great Britain and second to France. As Dinawaswriting her diary the
French were asserting their power. In April, 1747, they invaded Dutch Flanders.
Thisprompted all the provincesto elect Willem 1V of Orange Stadholder. He had
been Stadholder of Friesland, Gronigen and Gelderland. Hewasineffectiveasa
general. Heenlisted British military and financial support for the Netherlandsand
obliged the British, who had wanted to continuethewar, to sign the peace of Aix-
la-Chapellein 1748.

Reformed Pietism

1768) who had come to Amsterdam in 1740. He received his
training at Leiden. Another minister of the Reformed Churches in
Amsterdam at the time was Rev. Rutger Schutte (1708-1784). He had studied at
Utrecht and came to Amsterdam in 1745. He was influential in hiswritings and
asapreacher. Schuttewasafollower of Johannes Cocceius(1603-1669) who had
taught a Bible-centered Federal theology with stress of the covenant of grace.
Dina's diary is a testimony of her spiritual experience. It illuminates the
remarkablestory of therest of her life. Itisof special interest because of who Dina
was. But it isalso of interest as an example of the Pietism of the mid-eighteenth
century, continuing the emphasison spiritual experiencetaught by the Pietists of
the previouscentury. She, morethan others, but among many others, brought this
emphasisinto thelife of the church in America.
The Puritans of the seventeenth century and Methodists of the eighteenth
century werenot theonly oneswho brought Pietismto America. Therewerethose

D ina's favorite minister was the Rev. Johannes Temmink (1701-
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who brought Pietism directly from the Netherlands and Germany where the
movement had grown in Calvinist soil. In the Netherlands, Switzerland and
Germany, the Reformation had | ed sometheol ogiansto aschol astic theol ogy and
formal church life. Yet Zwingli and Calvin had taught a strong doctrine of the
Holy Spirit. Integral to Reformed theology wasthe inner experience of faith and
apractical expression of Christian living. So it was only natural that Reformed
theologians and pastors should also stress the necessity of the experience of
salvation.

The Reformation in the early sixteenth century brought reform of church
doctrine and polity. The pietistic movement beginning in the late sixteenth
century brought reformto Christianliving. It stressed repentanceand devotionfor
theappropriation of thegraceof God inthelife of theindividual. It wasbiblically
based, which saved it from subjectivism. It was concerned with thewelfare of the
poor and the lost which led to the Protestant missionary movement.

F. Ernest Stoeffler has documented the significant contribution that Pietism
madeto the devel opment of Christianity in Europe, England and America. James
Tanis, inabook edited by Stoeffler, haswritten about the influence of Reformed
Pietismincolonial America. About Dina sdiary Tanissaid, “ No document better
details the ruminations of the Pietist spirit.”4

Pietismissometimesthoughttobeonly individualistic. Thediary of DinaVan
Bergh expresses a religious experience which is broader than that. It expresses
persona experience to be sure. But it also bears witness to the value of the
sacramental ministry of the church. And it expresses deep concern over events
happening intheworld. Rather than seeking to escape from those eventsit makes
them amatter of prayer. And theresult isafirm commitment of oneself to God's
service.



The Diary of Dina Van Bergh
1746 - 1747

Note: Theportion of thediary writtenin 1746 wastranslated fromDutch into English for thefirst
timeby Dr. Gerard Van Dykin 1986 for thisbook. The portionwrittenin 1747 wastranslated into
English by Rev. WilliamDemarest in 1869. Dr. Van Dyk used Demarest’ sworkinthistranslation

donein 1987 and, in places, quoted it verbatim.

“In the palms of his hands”

and could not deny myself, yet, disloya worm, | have still not

detected any noticeabl e obstacl es between the Lord and my soul, instead
the Lord protected me. Here my soul became actively engaged and this made me
exclaimindeep astonishment, “ Theknowledgeof thewaysof theL ordistoo high
for me, it’ stoo inscrutable, | cannot attainit.” | also felt deeply ashamed before
the Lord because of the lack of conformity in my life, for not measuring up, my
blindness in not noticing the ways of the Lord, my non-active life, my lack of
progressintheway of grace. | felt likecrying, “What did | do for theLord?’ Oh,
how differently | should behave after his great expense on my behalf. My soul
ought to sink down in humility and shame. But inwardly | felt like wanting to be
moreclosely united tothe L ord and to livemoretenderly beforehim. My soul got
engaged in tender encounterswith the Lord Jesus. Now | could give myself anew
to him, and in him to the Father and the Holy Spirit as my Triune God of the
covenant and surrender soul and body to the Lord. Without reservations | gave
myself unconditionally to hisblessed waysand holy leading for ever, and | could
call theLord aswitnessover my soul againthat | wanted to be at peacein hisfree
dispensationfor me. Itwasmy desiretoliveall themoretenderly beforetheL ord,
inandthroughthe power of my bel oved King Jesus, together with all hismembers
on earth. It wasmy deep desire to be emptied more of myself and to find myself,
soul andwill, under thewill and direction of Christ, sothat | might livetothehonor
of Christ through grace. Herel surrendered myself againblindly. But | perceived
it as a privilege, knowing that the Lord wants to lead the blind, and | desired
henceforth to put my life in the service of the Lord. My blessed God of the
covenant also assured me that he would advise me, that his eye would be on me,
that he would follow me and hide me under his wings. As a woman would not
forget her infant and would not forget to show pity for the son of her womb, sothe
Lord would not forget me, for my name was engraved in the palms of his hands.
My gracious Saviour showed methat all that was hisis mine.

10

The Lord has been limitlessly good to me, although | was disloyal
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The Lord showed hisaffection towards me again at the weekly gathering and
prayer meeting as hewasexceptionally good inthat | received much light in past
experiences and events. The Lord appeared so experientially to my soul and
kissed me with the kiss of his mouth. His love was his banner over me.

February 1, 1746 - Strength through public worship

this was again a day filled with strength for my soul, this being
February 1, 1746. | again wrote, committing myself to be the Lord's and
promised to be the Lord’ s servant forever.

Thisweek was indeed a blessing for my soul. | attended worship where his
Reverencetook Micah 6:3,4,5 and spoke about how the L ord al so brought us out
of our Babylonian Egypt and Spain’ shouse of bondage. And also how hehad sent
M osesesand Aaronsbefore uswho did not withhol d anything dear to themfor our
freedom, but instead risked everything. Also how theLord negated all of Balak’s
schemesfor us. His Reverence elaborated much and intimately on thetheme and
observed how much there was amiss with us in observing the justice and
righteousness of the Lord. Asaresult his Reverence pointed out, although with
shame, that thereforethe L ord al so asked of the Netherlands, “ O my people, what
have | doneto you? In what have | wearied you? Answer me!” My soul became
much ashamed and amazed and wondered about the great mercy of God who does
not have to answer for his deeds but who nevertheless was willing to humble
himself toreasonwith asinful and disloyal people. Y es, whoindeed invited them
to argue against him if they could find reasons for their discontent. | got so
involved with the Lord concerning “from Shittim to Gilgal” and us and the high
cost paidfor our freedomandreligionand how it pressedinuponmy soul toolittle,
but that properly it was asin for me and my people that also in this we did not
recognize the righteousness of the Lord and that so the Lord did not receive his
honor for al thewondersdoneto us. It deeply grieved my heart, and with shame
| would confessit before the Lord while | wished it to beimprinted on my heart
and serve as anincentiveto give honor to the Lord. But besidesthat it also came
to me how by the miracle of grace | myself was brought from the bondage of sin
and all that the Lord had done for me “from Shittim to Gilgal.” Again it deeply
grieved my heart that the highest love of my heart and the widest kind of
righteousnessof my soul, which belongtotheL ord, weresolittleused by me, and
that because of it my graciousand blessed God of the covenant did not receivethe
honor dueto him. Ontheonehand | wasreminded how great weremy obligations
in genera and in particular. But on the other hand | was deeply amazed, and my
soul became very cheerful on account of all the benefits to our land, church and
to me. Afterwards it also still proved to be good for my soul.

Thenextday | attended theconventicle(prayer circle). Thesubject matter was
Psalm71:7:* | havebeenasaportent to many; but thouart my strongrefuge.” This

I n spite of the fact that my body was very weak and almost collapsed,
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was much discussed and my soul was again made cheerful. | got much caught up
in amazement about the grace made manifest to me so that in amazement and
humility | was made to exclaim, “What shall | repay to the Lord?’ | was much
stimulated to let my light shine more before the people and as onefavored by the
Lord to walk more dearly before him.

Daily communion with God

| was alerted to be attentive concerning my heart. Inwardly |1 was
in astate of well-being.

The next day wasgood to me. My Comforter waswith meinadry desert and
| was allowed to communein familiarity with the Lord. But these words cameto
me, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” The words stayed with me, but
| did not watch my stepswell enough because | did not seeany danger at thetime.
Y et in the afternoon things happened that awakened a bad and sinful temper.
Although things went their way, | felt | had not reacted correctly. What shamed
my soul afterward wastheway | incorrectly handled amatter concerning aperson
inmy care. | beganto noticean absenceof theL ord’ sintimacy, and my soul hardly
any longer drew closeto the Lord. How deeply | sank into thisguilt that to other
people than myself may have appeared to be negligible. How | learned that the
Lordisaholy God who cannot condonethesin of hispeople. It pained me deeply
and it was unbearable for me having to do without the blessed moments of
intimacy with the Lord. My soul desired to hallow the Lord athough he wanted
to hide himself, for my soul isdearly attracted to hisspotlessholiness. | wasquite
abit depressed by my guilt thisafternoon. It especially hurt methat | had become
such adisgraceto the Lord, and that | had not imitated the meekness of the Lord
Jesus, andthat in spiteof assurancesof God’ scovenant grace, my sinful beingwas
unbearable to me.

Towards the evening my soul greatly humbled itself under my guilt and my
merciful God opened away for meto hisbeloved and divine righteousness, and
showed that even asaguilty and corrupt sinner | was allowed to turn to the Lord
and present myself totheL ord Jesusfor hel p sothat my newly acquired guilt might
be reconciled by him and | be cleansed of my sin. How | saw again this beloved
rightnessinhisall-encompassi ng righteousness, and my soul refusedtotakeleave
beforethe L ord had blessed me. My divine Mediator appeared to me and showed
methat eventhough | wasunfaithful, hewould befaithful ashewasunabletodeny
himself. | again wasallowed to find peacein him and my merciful Lord called to
me, “ Daughter, be of good cheer, for aso these, your sins, have been taken away
from you.” The righteousness of my Guarantor and Redeemer was again freely
given to me and my soul again became dearly intimate with the Lord. | wasable
to surrender myself again freely to the Lord and found myself connected to him
in the bond of love.

The next day the Lord was good to me. | experienced what it means that his

The next day was still good. The Lord kept feeding me on the way.
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affectionisinclined toward me. | was extraordinarily careful not to let sinful and
carelessbehavior on my part disturb the sweet communionwith Christ. | also had
agood timein conversation with the Lord’ s peopl e about the ways and means of
my God with me.

Themorning next the Lord wasagain very good to me. | found much courage
to freely empty my heart before my Father and | found adesire to be set apart by
the Lord and to become like hisimage and | desired to receive more sanctifying
grace to surrender myself the more to the Lord in intimate relation.

That evening | desired to go to attend worship under my dearly beloved
teacher, Reverend Boscoop. My soul wasmuch desiroustoreceiveablessingand
| particularly wished that this would be a way to strengthen my spiritual well-
being. HisReverencehadtaken| Peter 2:24: “Hehimself boreour sinsinhisbody
onthetree, that we might dieto sin and liveto righteousness. By hiswoundsyou
have been healed.” His Reverence was of much help and my soul found much to
praiseand thank God for being saved from thetyranny of sinthrough the Sonwho
was the image of the Father, the eternal and unsearchable God.

The day of the Lord

opportunity again to set apart a day for the Lord as we refrained

fromall labor. | had theextrapleasureto attend the evening serviceunder
Rev. van Schelluijne. His Reverence preached from Lord's Day 10 in the
Catechism, that dealswith Providence. The Lord was a presence and help to his
Reverence. It mademevery attentive, but it also shamed methat sometimes| felt
an unbelieving thought and ran ahead of the Lord whereas | had such awise and
good Father who has all thingsin his hands and who will make all things work
together for good. At that timeit was my desireto entrust everything againto the
Lord and to turn my way to the Lord. It appeared to me that | again was
strengthened.

This next week my gracious Lord Jesus, my Leader and Head has provided
constant help on my way. My soul received much believer’s strength so that |
could entrust my way and being to the Lord who will bring al things to a good
conclusion for me. My soul found much pleasurein following behind the Lord.

The next day, being the day of the Lord, | was glad to have the

Redemptive suffering

n Friday | was privileged to attend a special service under the
servant of Christ, Rev. Temmink. He preached about the passion
narrativesand hisReverence’ ssubject wasacontinuation of the Gospel

of Luke 22:61,62: “ And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remem-
bered theword of the Lord, how hehad saidto him, * Beforethe cock crowstoday,
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youwill deny methreetimes.” And hewent out and wept bitterly.” HisReverence
used for an introduction how a smart and cautious physician sometimes would
allow some painful causeto be unremoved; not to worsen the suffering, but to be
ableeventually to effect all the more abetter cure, so that aworse malady may be
removed to cleansethe body, evenif it be necessary to weaken the sufferer. That
suffering was not the end could be seen in this, that as soon as the physician
reached hisgoal, hewouldrushtotheaid of thesufferer. Inthisway hisReverence
showed how the Lord dealt with his people in healing spiritual and mental
maladies. It was not that the Lord took pleasurein seeing the sin of his people or
leavingthemintheir sin. It wasthat the L ord through hiswise and merciful ways
used thisto prevent aworse evil, or to bring the sinner to himself as he showed
his pity and, asin the case of Peter, to save him from the greatest sin, pride, and
to teach him to wake and pray. For it was Peter who boasted that he was ready to
follow hisMaster unto death and said that evenif all would be offended, hewould
not. All thiswasablessed remedy for methat cautioned meto beawakeand pray.
But it especially showed that all this was not intended to bring Peter down, for
when all seemed to be lost, the Lord turned around and cast his eye on his
unfaithful servant with alook of tender love. Or, as his Reverence said, what
shown through in all this suffering was a glorious sign of Jesus’ divinity. | was
invitedto humblemyself beforethe L ord over and againasl keep finding so many
different sinsin me.

The following day | found myself in afairly composed demeanor, but the
temptations came in from aside.

June 6, 1746 - A day of rest

out-of-town teacher, Rev. Smit van Arkel. His Reverence's

subject matter was Romans 12:12: “Rejoicein your hope, be patient in
tribulation, beconstant in prayer.” Thiswasadear helptome. | could givethanks
for thefact that by grace God had taught me these things by way of the high road.
Now | was strengthened anew and | could rejoice in the hope in God through
Christ together with all covenantal promises. Again | was encouraged to trust the
Lordin all things.

Also the next day | received much strength from Sunday’ s service and was
especially encouraged for my home, my church and my country to persistin the
prayersand to hopein the promises. | found a continued freedom to return to the
throne. Andathoughit sometimesgot dark, | neverthelesswasencouraged by the
L ord to continueto hopein the promises, and he a so strengthened me with these
words, “I am the Lord, and | am who | am.” | was reminded of former promises
doneto me and again | was much impressed by God’ s merciful imprints and my
soul was extremely encouraged.

The next day as | woke up | was reminded of the words of the Lord Jesus,
“Apart from me you can do nothing.” In that light | saw my deep poverty and |

On June 6, this being the day of rest, | attended services under an
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could believethat that truth wasfully applicableto meand | was allowed to turn
my empty soul to the Lord Jesusinfaith to look for gracein order to be equipped
for the Lord’s work in which my soul rejoiced. Also this day | received much
experientia helpinall kinds of encountersand | learned that my Lord Christ still
accomplishes his strength in my weakness.

That evening my weekly conventiclewasmeeting. TheL ordwaspresent with
his grace and there was much opening. | proposed that we sing Psalm
33:9,10,11(rhymed). We sang it with our hearts and our souls were alive.

All thisweek my Redeemer was good to meand | was allowed to live before
theLordinahappy moodwithmuchhelpinall regards. But | al'solearnedtoknow
my own deep impotence before the Lord, and that with the |east that crossed my
path | had to go to the Lord Jesus for advice, light and wisdom. | also learned
experientially toknow myself asawretch and saw myself, eveninmy best things,
asimpuresothat daily and continually | wasin need of thedivinecleansing blood
and therighteousness of Christ so that my unholinessmay be madeholy. Thistoo
gladdened me, that the Lord Jesusis my Sanctifier and that | have aHigh Priest
in heaven who can sympathize with me in all my weaknesses.

Fed in spirit on the Lord’s Day

good to me. The Lord led me into blessed encounters with him as

a Triune God and gave much light. He showed me the relations he
maintained with all hisvirtuesand how | found my sure safety with the Lord, as
astrong hiding placein the eternal rock. My soul dared to step forward again as
it freely chose and followed the Lord’ s way.

Intheafternoon | went to church by Rev. Phijzers. HisReverence had chosen
to preach about the 29th L ord’ sDay of the Heidelberg Catechism. Wearefed and
nourishedinall regardsfromtheL ord, evenin mind and other powersof thesoul.
| was happy to be able to see it and | desired to continue in this state of utter
dependence.

Also the next day the Lord was still kind to hisdisloyal child. | knew myself
surrounded by the Lord and experienced much help and in al encounters and
happenings my soul wasableto count on hisgrace, light, wisdom and theleading
of the Spirit, and | knew myself not alone. Also while closeted | found much
openness, and | could bring everything before the Lord.

The next morning the Lord again was good to my soul and he allowed meto
behavevery childlike. | found muchinclination to subject myself tothe Lord and
not to run ahead of himwhile | persistently received the intimation that the Lord
wouldbringmeintoacertainway or ways. So, | desiredtofollowtheL ord closely.
But the enemy engaged my depraved nature and brought my soul out of its
peaceful rest into a path that ran ahead of the Lord. That led me from one thing
intotheother. Inaway | wasaware of what was going on but my power failed me

The following Lord's Day, as | was closeted, things were especialy
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against my enemy. Towardsthe evening, however, | received morefaithto bring
to death my enemy before the feet of my King with intense abominations and
aversions of my soul. Also, power went out from Christ and my soul found rest
inaquiet way of subjection to the Lord and his sovereign way over me. Again |
was allowed to surrender myself to the Lord for safekeeping and | desired from
the Lord that he would make me to be awake and praying. Without my beloved
Lord Jesus| cannot do anything. | am such a needy worm whose life so entirely
depends on grace.

“My heart was warm” - the preaching of Rev. Temmink

greatly concerned not to be disloyal to my God. | saw the danger

around me of enemies that wanted to disturb the peace of my soul. This
caused meto beg beforethethroneand | desired greatly that theteaching, praying
and directing Spirit would watch over my heart and keep meclosetotheLord. My
soul was very receptive.

That evening | attended services by my beloved Rev. Temmink. His Rever-
encetook the subject matter from I saiah 26 which chapter hehad beguntheLord’s
Day before. Now his Reverence took the second verse, “ Open the gates that the
righteous nation which keepsfaith may enter in.” Thiswasadear instrument for
me as my heart was warm. | also was touched by shame, especially when the
minister explained “the righteous nation which keepsfaith.” Here | saw my deep
debt beforetheLordinall regards. But ontheother hand | could acknowledgethat
sofar | wassaved for the Lord and hisway and again my soul found much desire
to walk before the Lord with acommitted heart as a sort of confirmed subject of
theLord Jesus. Again | wasallowed to surrender myself to the Lord and hisways
with asoul’ s choiceto be found loyal to hiswork and way. And | experienced a
strong desire that my immortal soul should be made useful. My heart was very
warm under all this.

Thenext day theL ordled meinhisway and gavemelight soit wasmadeclear
to me. His Spirit has been fruitful in me. This made me properly humble before
the Lord and made me say, “O how | wish that his grace would bear fruit within
me and that the Lord himself would glorify himself to my soul in free grace and
make hisgracefruitful. My soul was happily inclinedtoit and gladly persistedin
it.

The next day the Lord was exceptionally good to me and | was

The next days of thissame week still were pleasant to meand | found myself
ready to submit myself trustingly to the Lord.

Isaiah 26:3, 9

I much looked forward to the day of rest because | had been looking
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out, well over a year, for this subject to be preached on by a devout

teacher, which our teacher, Rev. Temmink, now had chosen: Isaiah 26. |
especially had my eye on verses 3 and 9. It so happened that the minister had
chosen these. But on the morning of the day of rest the weather was so rough and
therain so heavy that | could not go to church. Thismade me very depressed and
it would not let me go because already for solong | had desired to hear about that
subject and not being able to hear it now made me very depressed and even
affected my body all throughthemorning. Scarcely intotheafternoon| hadtorest
my head. That’ swhat it didto me. When | lay down | received thesewords, “Why
isyour countenance down, O daughter of the King?’ These words struck me as
very awesome, that the Lord would even ask me why my face was sad, and al'so
the reference to aking' s daughter. And the reference not to aking of thislowly
earth, no, but the Lord of hostswho cuts off the kings of the earth like grapesand
towhomwe may be so closein Christ that wemay call him“Father.” Thisishow
| could speak tomy Lord, asFather, andtell himmy woes. Andthesearethewords
| received, “Rejoice in the Lord. Again | say unto you, rejoice.” These words
quieted megreatly. The L ord also showed methereason | had to rejoice: because
| was privileged to be so closely related to God in the Lord and to all his benefits
and that hewasmy eternal rock. Thismade mequiet and ashamed beforetheLord
about my depression, and my heart wokeuptoalively and cheerful stateand | was
ableto rgoice greatly in the Lord.

But the Lord also showed that he wanted to use the occasion to teach me
something, namely this. Because all week long | had concentrated so strongly on
the biblical material, my eye was somewhat turned away from the Lord. Even
before my beloved father Temmink had preached oniit | already had decided in
my heart what theminister should say of it. And because of him| wastotally fixed
onit. | was made to realize this with shame and the Lord showed and taught me
tohavemy eyefixed onhimonly. | thanked theL ord for this, but | also asked him
to save me from further downfalls, for | was convinced that | would spoil the
situation assoon astheoccas on presenteditself. Thismademegreatly concerned
and | longed to be saved fromit.

Thenext day it till worked throughin my heart and it greatly encouraged my
soul sothat it wasaday of strengthfor my soul. | wasingood spiritswhilecloseted
andreceived adeep insight into freegrace and thelovetowards my soul and | was
particularly led tothesewords:. “Who shall bring any charge against God’ select?
It is God who justifies. Who isto condemn? 1t is Christ Jesus who died, yeswho
wasraised from the dead, who isat theright hand of God, who indeed intercedes
for us.” The Lord already knew from eternity how weak | was. But already then
theL ord had chosentoloveme, elected meand put hisseal onme. AnditwasGod
himself whoin Christ had justified me, declared with an oath to my soul nolonger
to show hiswrath towards me. Since God was holy and just, he could not deny
himself. Damnation no longer could take placefor it was Christ who died and so
had paid for it all, and had affected an eternal righteousnessfor my soul. Thisis
how thecovenantin hisblood wasseal ed. Indeed, healsowasraisedfromthedead
asaproof that all wasfinished and could apply the grace he earned for usto me.
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To have such adivine head at the right hand of the Father who continually looks
after one’s well-being in al one's ways and who prays without ceasing like,
“Father | want this and that for her,” even in spite of all my foolish acts. It is
difficult to expresshow much thesewordsmeant to me. But they strengthened my
soul and encouraged meagai nto abandon myself totheL ord without any concern.

It was the day of my conventicle and the Lord was present among us.

All thisweek | was privileged to live close to the Lord and | was especially
desirousto sit withtheLord at histable, and thesewerethewordsthat continually
werewithme, wherethe Saviour says, “ Itismy desireto eat the Passover withyou.
My soul remembered the adorable love that accompanied me on my ways since
thelast Lord’ s Supper | enjoyedinall itshelp and blessed supportsgranted to me
on my way. My soul was often moved to adore God’' s merciful leadingsand his
promptings. Therefore it grieved me all the more to remember the disloyalty of
my ways. It especially grieved me that my thoughts tended to drift away and my
sinful habit isto run ahead of the Lord. | had occasion to present thisto the Lord
onceagainasmy mainweakness. | asked that it be brought under hisbreaking and
healing grace. | now could see the heart of thissinin all its clarity and asked the
Lord to take its cause from me.

The Lord's Supper

subject matter was from Jeremiah 3:22: “Return, O faithless sons.

I will heal your faithlessness.” | was blessed by its message. And
although there was no noticeabl e break between God and my soul, my daily and
persi stent turning away fromtheL ord bothered megreatly and | wantedto confess
it to him so that | may be healed.

Inthe evening it waswell with me and through devotional exercises| wasall
the closer inthe Lord’ s presence where | showed the sore spots of my soul to my
divineHigh Priest, Christ, in order to be helped by hisdivine power asl believed
and confessed before God that | wasunabl eto break onesinful thought withinme.
Asahelpless sinner | looked for help with the eye of faith.

On the Day of Rest | woke up early. My soul was much turned inward and |
washappy it wastheday of theL ord’ sSupper. | desiredtofindwhat | needed most,
so | went to the service of Rev. Temmink. The material was the continuation of
verse 22 from Jeremiah 3: “Behold, we come to thee; for thou art the Lord our
God.” Thiswas an exceptional occasion for meas| could understand so well the
explanation of the words experientially. My soul was again made aware of the
truth: “I may cometoyouas! am.” And my soul wasagain assured that hewould
be my God, that | could trust the Lord for that and serve him, beloyal to him and
commit myself to himwith everything | had. When the minister arrived at “thou
art the Lord our God,” the Lord introduced me deeply to what it means that the
Lordismy God, especially God’ svirtuesand perfections. And| could call it mine

On Saturday | was at the Preparation with Rev. Temmink. The
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in faith, seeing that all those virtues were for the perfection of my salvation as|
wasrelated to all thosevirtuesof God through Christ. O, how | wasallowed to see
with adorationinto the endlessdepth of God’ sloveand madeawarethat | wasbut
dustanddisloyal ashes. | yetwasallowedtosay,“My LordandMy God.” My soul
was pressed to say, “What shall | say to these things?’—to have an eternaly
perfect God for my eternal good and to have for my God him who will for always
satisfy my need. | melted inamazement and my body weakened. That’ show deep
the Lord led me into arelationship with him. | could not find words for it and |
could not encompassit al. But it was clear that again and without worries| could
entrust the tremendous weight of my salvation with my God, and could commit
my way to the Lord. Now it appeared asif the Lord asked, “While now you are
sointimately relatedtoall thatismineand areglorified through my virtues, would
you bewilling to glorify meif | may have somework for you to do on earth?” To
thismy soul had to answer, “Well God, you really don’t need me, asif | could be
of usetoyou.” Butif itwould concernmy salvationthat | glorify my Lordonearth,
then my soul would ask thisfrom the Lord. | saw that at the end of my road stood
the Lord himself, and could | do something for the Lord while on earth, it would
be a great honor to me.

As | approached the communion table | saw my beloved Lord Jesus as my
crucified love who not only had earned everything for me, but who wanted to
cometo meanew to beto me asthe dew and that his eye would be upon me. And
| found that my soul wasin his eyes as one who found peace. As my body was
much touched by the intimate workings of my soul and the love of my God, |
almost fainted asl sat at theL ord’ stable, for | wasallowedto believethat theL ord
didnotlook uponmeasl was, but asintheL ord Jesus. Thegreat goodthat isstored
upfor us,theLordfreely givestohischild. “Y ouawayswill beminefor al that’s
mineisyours,” hesays. “Youwill daily eat bread at my table.” O could | restin
himandtrust my all totheLord! Thisday | had aspecial and deep insight into my
great and all-sufficient good and my soul was pressed to worship in amazement
and hadto exclaim, “My Good, O my Good, you aresufficient for all eternity and
outside of you | desire nothing.”

In the afternoon | had some pious moments and the Lord was present. | also
had afever and fairly high so that my body was weak and weary.

The next morning as | was closeted, the Lord was very good to me. Again |
was allowed to be led into the blessed relationship of my God as my eternal and
all-sufficient good, so that no anxiety or worries remained with me, nor how
things would go with me for the future. | was ashamed ever to have entertained
even one misbehaving thought; especially my unbelieving ways of behaving
toward God grieved me, because they so darkened theworshipful virtues of God.
Again| wasallowed to entrust myself entirely to my God and a so to receive the
grace that enables and qualifies aperson to act for his God when God givesit to
him from hishand. | also wasvery desirousto do something on earthfor theL ord.
After many endeavorsin committing myself to the Lord in order to become his
clay, formed by him, desiring to be enabled by him in order to be allowed to do
something for hisworthwhile cause, thesewordsweregiventome: “Y ouwill not
remain without child, for | am your God and the God of your seed into eternity.
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And you will multiply on your right and on your left.” Thisgreatly humbled me
and | had to say, “Oh Lord, what more shall this maiden say to you? Could it be
that | am alowed to win a spiritual seed for God? That would be great.”

| experienced much help this day in these encounters, but my body wasvery
weak. Evenall of thenext week | wasweak, and therewere daysthat my head was
so light that | could not speak to people, but the Lord was near and by the grace
of a sealed covenant | was allowed to work continually for the Lord. My soul
received much strength from faith and my body was helped along. With what
wisdom my heavenly Father taught me, | learned the first things concerning my
salvation here, while saving the fulness of these things for heaven. Many atime
he made me to see that my weakness would have to be revived in his power if |
were to be ready to be with the Lord for eternity.

duly 3, 1747

prayer in the afternoon in the service of Rev. Boscoop. His Rever

ence taught concerning Lord’ s Day 27 and discoursed in afriendly way
so that my soul waswarmed by it, especially since ever after my first interestsin
thesethings| had many questions concerning my baptism asasign and seal, and
that God was ahead of meinwanting to put thison me, making mehiswhilel yet
knew of nothing. It renewed my strength.

The next day was filled with encounters with the Lord and my soul rejoiced
in committing itself again to him. In the afternoon | was together with some
friends. The Lord waswith and amongst us. | needed thismuch. It made me pray
for direction through the Spirit.

| received much help all through the week and the Lord kept me while the
enemy, bothinsideand ontheoutside, wassubdued and kept in check by hisgrace.

The following day of rest being July 3rd, | attended the house of

“Wake and pray”

may not enter into temptation and fall.” | also got to see how

necessary it wasto be awake and pray with all my power asit wasthe

enemy, insideand out, against whom | had to be on my guard and so my weak and
sinful body was constantly being tempted to lead astray my soul. They were
blessed wordsthat safely guided methough the day and kept meclosetothelL ord.
The next day wasablessed day for me, bothwithinaswell asin public. Inthe
evening |l attended ahouse-serviceby abrother in Christ, Mr. VanLis. Thesubject
was from Isaiah 46:3,4,5. It was a good and special service for me and God’'s
benediction blessed my heart. The L ord often had encouraged me by thesewords,
but they still blessed meagain. | felt liketelling all of God' s people, “ Turn your

N ext Monday | woke with these words: “Wake and pray that you
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burdens onto the Lord and he will direct your way.” All my worries seemed to
vanishas| wasassured that theL ord would seemethrough. TheLord directed the
good brother in such away that it was asif he opened al of my ways, to which
| often had to say, “Amen.”

Thenext day, too, the Lord wasstill good to mewhileby myself, and | readily
could commit my ways unto the Lord. In the evening | was in the service of the
Rev. de Gruyn. For his subject matter his Reverence had chosen Psalm 110 and
he took thefirst verse that shows what the Lord will do. | rejoiced that my Lord
Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father to reign over hisand my enemies.
It enabled meto believethat once | would reign with Christ over al my enemies.
Indeed, it enabled meto believethat theenemieswithin, that sometimes managed
to make me overly anxious, also are subject to the rule of Christ and no longer
would reign over me.

All through the week | was encouraged by it. My Redeemer was good to me
and | continued to be closeto the Lord.

Guidance from scripture

on my way as during that morning | was in the service of Rev.

Temmink. TheReverend ssubject wasfrom Isaiah 26:7: “ Thepath of the
righteous is altogether level; thou dost make smooth the path of the righteous.”
The minister showed that the reason why the path of the righteous is level is
because a Triune God already, from eternity, had outlined the path step by step.
And the Lord weighed the going of the righteous to add as much grace as was
necessary to every step on hisway. SotheL ord did on every way and already had
guaranteed this in eternity. It was with a feeling of shame that | realized that
continually | tried to run ahead of my Lord while the God of the covenant had
outlined my way from step to step. But it also affected aworshipful mood in me
and it was my sincere desire to follow behind the Lord.

That same evening | wasinthe company of God’ s peoplewhereabrother led
us to seek the Lord. The Lord directed him so as to have part in him in God's
blessed company, and it was exceptionally good. It deeply touched my heart and
| was brought so close to God that | only came back to myself when the prayers
had ended and we sang Psalm 73:12,13 (correspondsto Ps. 73:21-26). Only then
| quieted down.

As| thought of the Lord’s enduring love and trust in me, all | could do that
evening was worship him. 'Til twelve midnight | continued to express my
gratitude in song while my heart was astonished with delight.

The next day my body was very weak, but my Redeemer was with meand |
had much communion with God inwardly.

All through that week my enemies sometimeswatched mefrom aside, but the
Lord covered me with his hand.

B ut also, and especially on the Lord's Day, | again received guidance
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The covenant of grace

was prevented from making my notations. But | want to praise

and mention theenduring and free covenant of gracethroughwhichthe
Lord has helped me to walk steadily without stumbling. Also my way was
continually open before God’ s throne concerning Zion and our country.

Furthermore, my prayerswere answered in bringing asoul into thecommun-
ion of God. And also a teacher who was powerfully converted by God within
sevendaysandfor whommy heart had prayed aswell. | wasvery gladand | greatly
rejoiced concerning what God had done by the work of hisarm. | also received
apromise for that teacher as | had wanted to exhort him.

For about five daysor so | was out in the country with devout friends where
the Lord waswith usin aspecial way. O those ways of the Lord, full of love and
care, towards his faithless maidservant! All hisways are peace.

Every day the Lord put memoreinto hisdebt. What shall | repay the Lord for
al hisbenefitstowardsme, hisunfaithful servant? Repeatedly it now cameto me
that the Lord would lead me in away unknown to me and on a path on which |
never had set my foot. But it came with the assurance of God' shelpanditled me
to be awake and pray.

Q s | had many visitors lately and through other circumstances, |

Communion with Christ

rejoiced, for | longed to be more closely united with God in order to

have God' sseal put on me so that | might walk beforethe Lordinalifetruly
subjected to him by the strength of faith. That Saturday | attended the Preparatory
Servicewith Rev. Temmink. HisReverence' s subject matter was John 10:9. The
Saviour saysthere, “|1 am the door; if any one entersby me, hewill be saved, and
will go in and out and find pasture.” This was an encouraging help to me. It
afforded melight as| had entered through Christ asthe door. And also that | was
allowed to believethat the scriptureswerefulfilledin my soul and that | could go
inand out and find pasture. And now the L ord Jehovahwasmy shepherd and | had
become hissheep and nothing wouldfail me. It waswonderful to seethat theLord
Jesus, as my good shepherd, had given his life for me, and had taken it upon
himself to guard and save and direct me. All around | felt safe and strongly
believed that indeed | could go in and out and find pasture. And my soul was
inclined to call out to all of God’ s people, “Rejoice, rejoice at all timesthat this
may be our eternal heritage and comfort, that in life and death we may belong to
heaven's Son.”

In the afternoon | was together with some friends, and the Lord was present
in aspecia way.

I t was about the time to celebrate the Lord’s Supper and in that |
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In the evening | could go to sleep in peace and when | woke in the morning
my heart wasstill withtheL ord. Being emptied of self, | opened myself toreceive
graceas| desired to have astaff for my path and to trust hisword ashe had given
his oath.

| went to church with the words that my Redeemer would direct me.
Repeatedly | had to confess, “Here | am, a faithless soul who always spoils
everything, but who counts on your promise nevertheless. On thismy soul rests
its case because thou art my portion and thou changeth not.” The desire grew
within meto get to know Christ closer in his beauty. To know him so would be
blessednessto me. | sodesired to becloser united with him, intimately and sweet.
That would be like honey to my soul.

| attended the service under Rev. Boscoop. The subject matter was Isaiah
61:3: “To grant to those who mourn in Zion; to give them a garland instead of
ashes, the ail of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a
faint spirit.” His Reverence preached warmly and the L ord was good to my soul.
There was good reason for my tears as he emphasized the promise of God that
through the Lord Jesus he would exchange all misery for good things and make
me worthy of it, as he drew my soul nearer to him, my soul longed to have more
of Christ’ sbeauty transferred tomeandto beableto show it outwardly. TheL ord,
after all, had done that for me. | was ready again to present myself as clay and
renew that covenant of my soul to stay closer totheL ord, toreceivemorestrength
against thehostsof theflesh and to beledinthe pathsof hiscommandments. Now
| again could show my weak soul, so utterly hel plesswithout Christ, to my Head
in order to receive grace upon grace as my heart was greatly strengthened by his
grace. | wasallowed to comevery closeand could experientially believe that the
Triune God had my welfare at heart and that al that ishisismine. Especially did
| look to the divine Christ asmy Head, Guarantor, Mediator and Shepherd. And
whiledecidingtoget upandgotothetable, (InHolland aspecial communiontable
is set. People get up from their pewsto take their seats around the table.) | came
to believe again that | would be led in one way or another. These were the words
that cameto meas| got up, “Rise my daughter, my sister and bride, rise and eat
for theroad will belong for you.” My soul could say, “Amen,” to thisand chose
and confessed with Asaph, Psalm 73: “Nevertheless, | am continually with thee;
thou dost hold my right hand. Thou dost guidemewiththy counsel, and afterward
thouwiltreceivemetoglory.” With thisintimate assurance of my soul | stood up,
believing that the L ord would send his peace my way. During the preparation at
the table my eyes were entirely fixed on the bread of my covenant, and | was
allowedtoentrust myself entirely withall my worriestohim, and| greatly desired
to follow him. | was happy to be ableto declare myself in public with and for the
Lord, and to have myself sealed as his servant aswith many devout people | went
uptothelast table(thecommuniontableseated alimited number and seatingshad
to berepeated several times). | received the element from the hand of the minister
ashegaveittomein Christ’sname. But it was asif | received it from the hand
of Christ. Throughthesesymbols| wasallowed tolook on Christ himself and was
allowed to believethat he himself was present (Note the high Calvinist notion of
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the Presentia Realis.) and my soul could confess: “Whom have | in heaven but
thee? And there is nothing upon earth that | desire besidesthee.” (Ps. 73) Asthe
elementspassedit wassaid, “ Take, eat, for theroad may possibly betoo muchfor
you,” but alsoimmediately hisReverencesaidwith Asaph (Ps. 73): “Neverthel ess
| am continually with thee, for thou dost hold my right hand and thou dost guide
mewith thy counsel, and afterward thou wilt receivemein glory.” My soul said,
“Amen, the Lord make it s0.” My soul was greatly strengthened and ready to
entrust itself to the Lord.

In the evening | returned for the service of Christ’s worthy servant, Rev.
Temmink. The subject was|saiah 26:12: “ O Lord, thou wilt ordain peacefor us,
thou hast wrought for usall our works.” Again| wasgreatly encouraged. TheL ord
gave much help to the minister. He showed the cause why the church could say,
“Thou wilt ordain peace for us.” It was because the Lord had willed it so. The
minister broughtit all under threeheadings. TheL ord Jesushad bought hischurch
and made it his. He unites his church with God and hiswill for it. The churchis
towork out itssalvationinfear and trembling. Theminister showed how hopewas
justified by looking back on past experiences, and how thisallowed usto entrust
ourselvestotheL ordwhowithhimself would surely giveusall things, and solead
usintopeace. TheL ordwould surely dothisfor hisnamewasJehovah, thefaithful
oneand the Amen. TheLord himself had irrevocably pledged himself to this. All
during thismy soul was much ashamed about my constant doubts concerning the
Lord, but yet, | also was comforted and encouraged to entrust all to the Lord and
believe that his peace would also be mine because he himself had ordered it so.

Thenext day, theL ord, my Redeemer, wasstill good to me. TheL ord kept me
close to him and | received from him all necessary grace for the work that was
given to me.

Theday following the Lord still surrounded mewith hisgoodness. In spite of
my overall weakness | was alowed to look to him and draw from his strength,
which he gave for al | needed. That afternoon was my weekly conventicle
meeting and the Lord aided us in remembrance of Zion and its needs.

The faithfulness of God

and mercy of God which he had shown to me so far so that my soul
timidly had to exclaim, “How shall | repay the Lord for all his benefits
unto me?’

In the afternoon | went to visit agirl friend and received these words on the
way, “God isour God and hewill forever remain so.” My faith was strengthened
and | became joyful and exclaimed, “Indeed, God is my light and my salvation,
whom shall | fear?” Not because my heart was totally emptied of fear; no, fear
stayed withme, but so did God and | had hisassurancethat hewould stay with me
into eternity. Now also this verse from Lodensteyn came to mind:

The day after | received a deep insight into the unending faithfulness
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The heavens are ours,

So isthe earth.

What also would we desire?

(Jodocusvan L odensteinwasa17th Cent. pietistic poet, preacher andwriter.)

| continued on my way with amazement about my blessed part in God. It was
agood meeting with my friendsand | wasled to sing with them the last stanza of
Psalm 31 (Corresponds with English Bible Ps. 31:23,24).

Thefire of the Spirit

was much aware of his love for my soul and with all my soul |

believed in hislovefor me. | was deeply ashamed of the coldness of my
soul and askedfor thefireof the Spirittohelpmelovemy God. My soul didindeed
get warmer and | could say again that | would thank my God in song.

In the afternoon | was together with some friends. The Lord was with and
among uswith hisgrace. Wefound an open heart and mouth to speak to each other
about what God had done. God’ s free grace touched our souls and together we
desired to place the crown on the blessed head of Christ. It a'so was givento me
to praise and recommend my dear L ord Jesusto such aswere present and did not
know him. It softened her and it caused us to pray, to give thanks and to sing to
the glory and praise of the steadfast love of our God and King.

The next day | was much troubled before the Lord as it was persistently
brought home to me that | would be led into acertain way or ways. It was not so
much my concern that | would have to go into a certain way, but the possibility
troubled methat | should bethereall alone, away from the Lord and possibly fall
sothat theL ord would bedishonored by me. It also cameto methat theL ordwould
not bring hisdevout peoplein certain ways and then leavethem as| wasallowed
to believe that the Lord is good. Troubles would come from my sinful habit of
running ahead of the Lord. | also viewed my concern as from the Lord; if for
nothing else but to keep meworking and praying. | also want to notethat | found
an open door to bring it al to the Lord. Consistently | received promises and
exhortations, yet, my soul remained somewhat troubled.

The next morning my Redeemer Lord Jesus was gracious to me. |

September 4, 1746 - Strength on the way

and it was given me to believe that the Lord would feed me at his
table and give me strength on the way.

On the morning of the day of rest | woke early with this verse on my mind:
Y ou prophets, priests and kings,
Whose crowns and dwellings come from Isragl’ s Lord,

The next day | received much grace to bring my requests to the Lord,
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Wait further for hisfavor.
Wait further for his benefits,
For his goodnessis endless and limitless.

Immediately my faith in the Lord returned and | felt freeto present him with
my request. | went up to the Lord’ s Supper with asoul thirsting for Christ.

That evening was blessed as Rev. Tijken broke the word. His Reverence’s
subject matter was from Psalm 31:25(RSV Ps. 31:24): “Be strong and let your
heart takecourage, all youwhowaitfor theLord.” Thiswasaspecial wordfor me.
| viewed the grounds for my strength. Thefirst onewas, “I the Lord am yours.”
And | understood that that held every promise for my soul. And also, “| am that
| am.” It was asif the whole Bible with all the promises of the covenant opened
up, whichinChristare*yesandamen” to God’ sglory. My soul wasmuchinclined
tosay, “Let it beto meaccording to your word.” When | asked the Lord to leave
me not a oneon my way and to prevent mefrom dishonoring hisname, | received
thesewords, “ Sooner would | forget my right hand than | would forget you.” | got
to seethat theright hand of God stood for suchthingsasdivinestrength and power
and honor and | got to understand that it would be altogether impossiblethat God
would forget that. | also received thesewords, “| will saveyour foot fromfalling
and from stumbling for | am your shield.” And so one promise followed another
so that | no longer could withhold my tears of amazement. Not one request was
uttered by meor | received amerciful answer. | hadto say, “Whoam|, Lord, that
you look upon me so?” My soul’s covenant relation with God was lovingly
renewed, and | was brought to say that | hoped the Lord would put it in my heart
to do something for him on earth. | must say, however, that | could not detect a
great desirewithin my soul. But | committed my powerless soul to the Lord and
asked that he take it to do something for him on earth so that his strength might
beaccomplishedinmy weakness. It wasasif the Triune God told and showed me
that he would keep faith with me in eternity. My soul desired much to walk
tenderly and humbly before God, wishing not to dishonor God by my unbelief.
Indeed, my soul asked for strengthtofight against theleast sign of unbelief. Again
| had to say that my soul was much satisfied with the Spirit’ sleading and the way
in which God desired to direct me. Thiswas on September 4th, 1746, that, heart
and al, | was alowed to give myself to the Lord with heartfelt longing to be
entirely his. As his chosen maidservant, | expressly state that thisis so.

All the next week my faith was strong and | remained closetothe Lord as|
was turned away from the body of sin and had a heartfelt desireto givemy all to
the Lord and to use al the talents of body and soul for the Lord. Often it caused
meto sing, “Higher good there can be none, than to serve my dearest L ord. When
to himonly | belong, that’smy treasureand my al.” | lived in sweet union with
my dearest Lord Jesus and received from the fulness of his grace.

Thefollowing day of rest | wassick and ran afever, but my Redeemer wasso
kindthat inthemorning | wasableto attend the serviceof Rev. Tijken. Hissubject
matter wasRevelation 1:17,18: “When | saw him, | fell at hisfeet asthough dead.
But he laid his right hand upon me, saying, ‘ Fear not, | am thefirst and the last,
| amthelivingone; | died, andbehold, | amaliveforevermore.”” Thiswasaspecial
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messagefor me. It wasgivento hisReverenceto present Christ rightly to my soul
whichrefreshed megreatly. My soul wasglad to hear that Christ wasthefirst and
thelast and that ashewould bring all to completion, heal sowould finish hiswork
of gracein my soul. With heartfelt zeal | sang the second part of the 10th stanza
of Psalm 33 (correspondsto Ps. 33:18,19).

The following week my soul had much to confess before the Lord. Many a
time | was brought into the ways of my God and the King' sholy of holiesas his
humblemaidservant. My soul was pressed to say at times, “ Thy way wasthrough
the sea, thy path through the great waters.” My soul was constantly humbled as
| had to say, “How shall | repay the Lord for all hisbenefitstowardsme?’ | shall
forever be in the Lord’ s debt.

September 18, 1746 - Remember the wonders of God

by a miracle God had saved me. When | got up that morning | had

to say, “O my soul, forget not to remember the wonders of your God
towards you.” And aso, “How sincerely and with an oath my soul committed
itself totheL ord, pledgingyourself touseup al your talentsinhisservice.” Itwas
with amazement that my soul brought into remembrance all the wonders of his
faithfulness towards me since that time. It caused me to ask why the Lord still
saved and protected meand all ?Why was Christendom not failing andfalling and
why did the Lord not take offense with the world, yes, even with hispeople?It’s
grace, grace, pureandfree, God snever-ending faithfulness. It waslike Ebenezer
and my soul said, “ So far the Lord has hel ped me and saved me by hiswonders.”
Wordsfailed me. Instead my soul sang to expressmy gratitude and praisefor the
Lord. So often | exclaim, “What more can you say to your maidservant, Lord?
Y our wondersand remembrancesare many.” My soul was deeply ashamed about
my faithlessnessand neglect of theL ord. Shameshould cover meentirely. Butthe
Lord allowed me to renew again the bond of the covenant between him and my
soul in order to remain closer and more intimately with the Lord so that | would
beknown ashischosen oneand a so show thisinamore committed lifeby giving
my all for him.

In the morning | was in the service of the Rev. Dominie. His Reverence's
subject matter wasPsalm 89:29-34. [t wasvery good to me. Already when coming
into church my soul wasrenewed. Thenwe sang Psalm 100. L ater we sang Psalm
126. The minister's message was that the Lord both chastises and heals, he
wounds and he binds up. HisReverence had so many illustrationsthat applied to
methat | had to say that the words from his mouth were from the Lord. All this
deeply touched my soul. This service again illumined me to see the unending
faithfulnessof Godin Christ aspromisedtome. It all brought metolifeagainand
strengthened me inwardly to entrust all of my ways to the Lord. | felt | could
entirely trust him not to renege from his oath.

When| returned homel found my soul greatly revived. | felt theurgeto closet

The next Lord's Day, being September 18th, it was two years ago that
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myself so | could give honor to the God of the covenant for all his steadfast love
towards me, and once more to bind myself closer to my Lord. My prayer wasto
make us, and particularly me, ready to praise and honor hisname, and to raise us
from the dust and to prepare us for gratitude.

Intheafternoon weweretogether with about thirty people, most of them pious
souls who saw the need for something extra before they could celebrate the
mercies and wonders of the Lord towards us. The Lord was among us and gave
us hisaid to work and pray and in the singing of Psalms. My heart was with the
Lord and | continually committed myself to the Lord so | could give him my all
and be used in his service.

It was late when we parted and my soul was still refreshed when | finally
entered my room. | had much reason for gratitude for renewed benefits. But there
also wasreason for shame about my imperfectionsand bitsof apathy. But | knew
that | could bring these to Christ my Redeemer and that his righteousness and
holiness were sufficient to cover my imperfect endeavors. How blessed to know
that | wasallowed to hidein hisshadow and to refresh my soul with him. My soul
made witnessthat | was at peace with the way into which God wanted to lead me
and thisto hisglory. But | also committed myself closer to the people, to remain
closer to them, to love them dearly, and to help bear their burdens. My soul did
say, “Itisablessing to help bear Christ’sencumbrances.” My soul was ready to
leave all my worries with my Redeemer.

| rested and wasrefreshed. Also when | wokethe next morning | realized that
| still waswith the Lord. Thisword came to me, “Then will your God and Lord
grow old?” My soul emphatically exclaimed, “No.” | wished that all angels
tongues, al creaturesand all that had breath would praise and glorify God, Christ
and the divine Spirit. | enjoyed many an encouragement for my heart and much
help that day.

September 20, 1746 - Trip to Loenen

Mrs. and some of her friends to visit a country home. (Many rich
merchants in Amsterdam had country homes outside the city; usually
south along the Vecht River.) My heart was very anxious already when | parted
from my friends. It was asif | could not detach myself and I did not know what
tomakeof it. All during thetrip | had been much agitated while my heart stayed
closeto the Lord. It might, perhaps, not be hiswill and he had put something in
the way. That might perhaps explain the pressure on my heart. When we arrived
at the place of destination we all began to be more talkative. Then also my heart
feltfreer and could againthank theLordfor hisfatherly caretobringussafely here
and that nothing had happened. So all things did work together for good.
During the evening, when | had retired, | dearly enticed the Lord to make his
presence known in this place for the benefit of my soul. | could not help but trust

The next day, the 20th, | was supposed to go to Loenen with a certain
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that the L ord would shinehisface upon meand that thiswould beaBethel for me.
After | got into bed it was brought home to me that the blessed L ord Jesus made
atonement in my stead during the night as, just asthedisciples, | leptinsin. And
that he did that to renew my soul. The Son of Man had no rest; had nothing on
which he could lay down hishead, while | had asoft bed to rest in. O the love of
Christ. It caused my soul toanswer hisloveinreturn. Eveninthenight | wasbeing
taught and allowed to meditate on the Lord.

In the morning | woke early with these words, “O God, | have no God but
thee.” My soul exclaimed, “1f only | havethee, | need nothingelse.” TheLordwas
enough for mefor al eternity.

When | got up | saw the sun riseand | lifted up my soul to Christ asthe Sun
of Righteousness, to let the quickening rays of his grace warm my soul and
illumineit. Somy soul wasactivated with thoughtsof God and | prayed to be kept
closetotheL ordandthat it begiven meto do somethingfor theLord. Eventhough
outwardly all my needswere satisfied, | had to confessto my merciful Father that
without him my soul could find no rest in anything.

Thingsweregoodto methisday whilel wascloseted. But alsowiththeothers,
| still had cause to recommend Christ to these worldly people. And even when |
saw that their hearts rebelled against me, yet was | greatly happy that | had the
opportunity to recommend my dear King. | was much at peacein my soul. Christ
isworth more to me than derision and some bitter words. | count it my privilege
to stand up for his cause.

“Walls of Salvation”

the blind.” This promise was both relevant and valued by me.

Sinceit wasmy soul’ sconviction that without Christ I could do nothing,
| placed my empty soul, thirsting for grace, before the fulness of my Saviour, as
| surrendered my heart to the Lord for safekeeping. It was the dear desire of my
soul to see everything with the eyes of Christ.

Inthemorning | sang my favoritePsalm 31:13,14,19 (Correspondsto RSV Ps.
31:15-18,23,24) and Psalm 38:15,21,22 (Corresponds to RSV Ps. 38:9-10,17-
22).

It was my privilege to receive much instruction from the Spirit thisday asin
all things my soul was allowed to seethe Lord. We went out for aride and while
seeing astrong castle these words cameto me, “The name of the Lord isastrong
tower; therighteousman runsintoit andissafe.” (Prov. 18:10) Thiswastheway
it went with everything | saw. Men and cattle and angelsalike, everything had to
work together for good and the uplifting of my soul. | also saw an entrenchment
inthemaking in Nieuwersluysand thismade meto pray that the Lord might erect
walls of salvation before the entrenchments. When we returned home my heart
acknowledged gratitude concerning our safekeeping.

The next day | woke up early with these words, “I will be the eyes to
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All through thisweek | was allowed to experience the merciful goodness of
the Lord asmy heart waskept closeto him, and | received many encouragements
fromtheworld outsidethat hel ped my soul toturnto God. | enjoyed seeing God' s
creatures and creation and received much refreshment, both of spirit and body.

Worship at Vreelandt and Schravelandt

has made.” It was proper that we should refrain from work and
spend the day before God in spirit. It came to me that the Lord would
bless me in his house of prayer.

Inthemorning | went to Vreelandt. It wasmy wish to hear Jesus preached and
tofind himinhisteaching. Theminister’ ssubject matter wasfrom John5:1-4. My
soul settled down and for myself | could empathize with the sermon. During the
break inthe sermon, whilewe sang Psalm 115, my heart wasquickened. But | still
looked for the Lord to bless me.

In the afternoon we went to Schravelandt asthe Rev. van Loo from Naarden
would preach there. His Reverence's subject matter was from Romans 8:1:
“Thereistherefore now no condemnation for thosewho arein Christ Jesus.” His
Reverence’s introduction concerned the close relationship between the Lord
Jesus and his people, asit could be said from Jesuson, “1 in you and you in me.”
But not only wasitacloserelationship, it alsowasaholy rel ationship of thosewho
walk by thespirit and not by theflesh. And alsoitisablessed relationship asthere
now isno condemnation for thosewho arein Christ Jesus. This sermon was most
dearly appreciated by my soul. God strongly aided his servant as my soul was
much enlightened in these things and went from amazement to amazement about
my close relationship in Christ. My soul was so greatly encouraged that | was
ready to commit my way to the Lord again. Clearly | saw anew that no damning
judgment could any longer take placebecausel wasin Christ Jesus. | touched here
upon the unchangeableness of God’ s eternal oath and faithfulness and it led me
to renew my part with the prayer to remain in Christ and to be nearer and more
closely united with him and so to walk in him as | had accepted him. It was the
dearest desire of my soul not towalk intheflesh but after the spirit. My Redeemer
was good to me here and | left encouraged with my friends as we returned to
L oenen. Wedid nothing but sing in the carriage, but my body wasvery tired from
the exertion.

It was with an alert soul that | went to rest. When | woke | still knew myself
to be with the Lord. Then this verse came to me:

The heavens work the way he wants,
As he makes his eternal decisions.
His creatures keep silence, as he
Holds their wisdom in derision.
My heart remained still to God and | received afree and cordial entrance to

On the day of rest | awoke with the words, “This is the day the Lord
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God sothat my soul wasrefreshedwiththeL ord. It wasmy special joy to betaught
of the Spirit.

The fountain of the water of life

hat morning after my private devotions | sang with my friends
Psalm 73:12,13,14 (Corresponds to RSV Ps. 73:21-28) with much
animation.

That same day we went to see anearby place that had much to pleasethe eye,
but my soul became engaged withthe Lord and | saw all therights| hadin Christ.
Especialy while seeing a spouting fountain, words came to mind about the
fountain of life. My soul observed so muchfulnessintheL ord Jesusand remedies
for all my need, shortcomings and other things my soul wasin want of that | was
forced to say that there seemed no beginning nor end. Wherever my soul turned,
its benefits in Christ were endless. The fountain had finally stopped spouting
water, but not so with the blessed fulness of Christ, that fountain continued to
flow, washingall sinand unrighteousness, goingonintoeternity. By lookingupon
al these lovely things, | was allowed to gaze upon the divine beauty of the dear
friend of my soul, Jesus, and it quickened my soul dearly. O, how my soul
appreciated Jesus. | sang this song from Lodenstein:

Lift up your soul, lift up your soul on high,
It's only there that heart and soul are nigh
And find their blessedness together in the Lord.

That evening as | had retired, the enemy was close in tempting me to walk
ahead of my Lord, and | had no strength against him. That made me to exclaim,
“Wretched man that | am.”

Thenextday | didreceivestrengthtoresist and my soul enjoyed rest and quiet
and my heart was continually attentiveto the Lord for grace. My heart acknowl-
edged that without the Lord | would not be able to do anything.

The grace of God

does not concern you.” This morning my soul was especially

impressedwiththefreedom of God’ sgraceand thesteadfastnessof God' s
eternal love. | saw that nothingin mehad movedtheL ordtoloveme, andthat with
alastinglove. It wasnot my goodnessthat moved him. TheLord loved mefreely.
And| couldactually believethat, although | wasquitelovelessinmy relationwith
the Lord, the Lord would nevertheless love me to the end. This morning | was
allowed to renew my commitment to the Lord with atender desire to know him
and to beinwardly like him. | saw that the fulness of Christ was my treasure and
riches, andthat all | had to do wasto let him pour the fulness of hisgraceinto my

The morning following | woke up with these words, “My goodness
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empty soul.

This whole day | was allowed to consciously live in the presence of God,
which made my soul rejoice, while | also yet had communion with the Lord's
people. Although they were absent from me, my soul neverthelesslonged for the
members of my family and wished that through them | would yet be allowed to
servetheL ord. | alsowasmuch concernedfor our country and hoped that the Spirit
of the Lord would raise the banners over Zion and purify her from guilt and sin,
and that the Lord would reach his goal through merciful chastisement.

Thisevening | also entertained areal desireto do something, that God would
beglorified through meand Christ’ scrownwould flower on hishead. So saysmy
soul, “I am but only for the Lord and my salvation is in his honor. | am the
maidservant of the Lord.”

The next day my heart was refreshingly revived and our hearts were set to
speak with each other about the ways and means of God in his holy of holies.

But that evening, through something that happened, | sinned. Immediately |
felt aheavinesson my heart. | saw that what | had donewas not right and my soul
pursued the Lord with its guilt. That evening, while retired and during my
devotions, it wasgiven to meto bring everything in the open. My soul could bear
itnolonger and | wasbrought tothecrossand thebl ood of my dear Savior satisfied
my soul. | could not leavethethrone beforemy guilt had vanished. The Lord God
isholy indeed. That iswhat attracts my soul so, and that is what makes me hate
my sin. Theleast of sinshidesthefaceof theL ord, and that iswhy my soul desires
towalk in fear and trembling.

Thenext morning | wasallowed to renew my soul tenderly with the Lord and
to ask for protecting grace to remain close to the Lord and to receive strength to
fight this sinful body.

September 30, 1746 - “The Lord is my salvation”

salvation.” This encouraged me much and it was a source of
happinessfor methat | woke up with aproper word likethat. Indeed, the
Lordismy salvationandthestrength of my lifeas| experienced. It was September
30th and two years ago that | was allowed to return to church after that blessed
illness. My soul was brought to remember God's steadfast faithfulness and it
made me to exclaim, “The God of Israel is God.” The experience of al this
faithfulness of God towards me encouraged meto have hopeto commit my all to
theLord from hereon. It wasablessed day for my soul as| so experienced God' s
help.
| alsostill wasallowed to speak with the othersof the L ord’ speople about the
blessed guidance of God in his holy of holies from the warmth of our hearts. |
believe that the Lord was among us, and it was refreshing to know that the Lord
waswith usin our dwelling and made us ahigh place. To be able to exercise the

The morning following | woke with this word, “In Jesus is our
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communion of holiness quickened my soul. “How good and pleasant it is when
brothers and sisters dwell in unity.” (Ps. 133:1)

Also when closeted the Lord was still good to me. Asthe next day would be
Saturday my heart was much desiring for the day of rest to come.

The next day the maidservant of the L ord was given much help aswell while
the Lord was with us.

Intheevening | waswith my friendsin the service of Rev. van Deventer. His
Reverence preached from Job about these words: “...despise not the chastening
of the Almighty. For he wounds, but he binds up; he smites, but hishand heals.”
(Job5:17,18) Thethemewasthat all thingshad towork together for good for those
who love God. His Reverence showed that for the world this was strange that
oppression, wounds, anxiety and bondage would work for good for the believer.
Indeed, hisReverencesaidthat it sometimesappearsto bestrangeto God' speople
aswell when thesethingshappen. But afterwardsthey could clearly seethat it was
so. His Reverence gave clear proof of why it al had to work together for good,;
which wasvery understandable to my soul. | received ablessing fromit and was
convicted of my guilt because of my rejection of and therefusal to accept thetime
of salvation of the Almighty through the judgments these times were putting on
us. It dearly humbled my soul and | desired to accept thedisciplineandto bemore
aert to the judgment and the signs of the L ord as he both wounds and builds up,
efc.

That evening too it was a blessing to be together, everyone opened up asthe
Lord helped usin our being together.

December 4, 1746 - Led into the truth

t was my intent to return home that Saturday but my friend insisted

I that | stay with her and the Lord convinced me to give in to this.
On the morning of the day of rest | awoke feeling very calm with strong
longingsfor theL ord, withtheconvictionthat it wasintheLord’ seternal planthat
| should be here on this day and that the Lord would meet me here. | was much
intent to receive the Father’ sblessing, and | could not let go of the Lord and his
blessing. | also wasvery insistent that the teacher of theword would lead meinto
thetruth by way of the Spirit. I left hungering and looking forward to the service,
andthe Lord wasexperientially at that placefor me. The servant of theword was
Rev. van Weena. His Reverence's subject matter was Ephesians 2:3: “Among
theseweall oncelived in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of body
and mind, and so we were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.”
Theintroductionwasfrom Galations 3, thefirst part of verse22, “ But thescripture
consigned all thingsto sin.” It was a blessed service for me. It was given to the
minister to explain clearly the depths of perversion, and | could easily make the
connectionwithmy natural state, how |, too, inall thesethingswasachild of wrath
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and how God had included merightly under guilt and sin and the punishment that
went withit. | clearly saw my image according to my nature and how it would be
justif forever | would have had tolabor under my guiltlikeall theothers. But here
| wasintroduced to the free and eternal grace of God who also had quickened me
as| wasdead in trespasses and sin. Thiswastoo much for my soul so that in awe
andpraisel hadtosay, “ O depthof riches.” My soul wasonly ready to bear all this
when the free and never ending grace of God engulfed me and | saw from what
great death | was saved. O, the depth of God’s unending love. My body could
hardly bear itand | believethat | tested something of theexaltation of heaven. The
Rev. also called forth, “People of God, what if you would not be carried and
protected by thefreegraceof God, wouldyou beableto suffer this?” My soul said,
“O, no, only in heaven shall | beableto do that.” | was so happy to have eternity
where | would throw the crown at the feet of the lamb.

When churchlet out | could hardly wait ' til we got hometo seclude myself so
that my soul could praisethe never ending steadfast love of God. | could not help
but exclaim, “How shall | repay the Lord for all hisbenefitstowardsme?’ It was
asif I would succumb becauseof theamazement | felt, but | wasallowedtorefresh
my soul at theLord and commit myself to hisblessed service. If | would have had
a thousand souls and bodies, | gladly would have given them to the Lord for
eternity. My soul was so filled with the merciful goodness of the Lord who had
saved me from certain death and brought me back to life, that | fully trusted him
to safely direct me on my way. There still was some fear and trembling in me,
hoping that the remnants of my depravity would be covered by the divine grace
of the Holy Spirit. For my soul thiswas God' s approval over my journey asthe
Lord had reserved acovenant’ sblessing for me. My soul will forever remember
thisand give honor to my God. Thiswas on December 4, 1746, that the Lord has
again shown me that he is the God of mercy, while my soul again confessed to
belong to the Lord. (Signed) D. Bergh.

The maidservant of the Lord

kingdom of heaven from Lord's Day 31. This was a blessing for me
and | becamethoroughly involved as| understood that through the gospel
theway to Christ was opened for me and | had become acitizen of that kingdom
of gracesothat now | had freeentrancetotheKing. Evenif throughmy sinl would
closethat road, the Lord would still present me with the gospel of peace through
which | would be allowed to embrace all of Christ’s promises through which he
would offer me hisredemption. This| heard from the catechism and it strength-
ened me.
Also that evening | heard the believers go over this subject matter, which
warmed my heart. So| againexperienced thisday that aday inthecourt of theLord
isbetter than athousand el sewhere. Indeed, with the man of God, “| would rather

That afternoon | heard the Rev. van Deventer about the things of the
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be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.”
(Ps. 84:10) That evening in our devotions the Lord also was our help.

The next day when | awokethe Lord was still with me, so my heart waswith
the Lord. | felt adecided desire to be able to do something for Christ, my divine
Master and my God, and to commit myself into hishands, and from his promises
to request the right means of grace | would need for my work.

Tothehonor of hismerciful gracel must acknowledgethat | wasnot |eft alone.
On the contrary, the Lord was a help to me in everything. God will indeed be
faithful to everyone who calls upon his name, and he will not lack in anything.

Therealso wasoccasion for usthisday to speak together about thewaysand
means of our God which he haswith usin hisholy of holies. And therewasroom
for usto praise and sing to the Lord with psalms and spiritual songs. Indeed we
knelt before the Lord that evening, or better, that night, because it waswell past
one O’ clock before we parted.

All that isgood isfrom the Lord. And it had been good to me asthe Lord had
brought hislaw sogloriously aliveamongus. | broughtitall beforetheL ord before
going to sleep.

The day following the Lord was among us aswell. Again | had occasion to
present myself asthe maidservant of the Lord willing to work for the Lord. | did
not know under what circumstancesthiswould be. But aslong asthe L ord wanted
it, that wasenough for me. | felt that | could entrust myself to him. My prayer was
for strength against my selfish desiresthat so easily creepinall my doings. It was
my wishto keeptheLordintheforegroundinall things. The Lord answered with
the strength of his grace. My soul was experientialy blessed that day.

That evening | heard the Rev. van Weena catechize concerning the subject
matter from Sunday morning about Ephesians 2:3. It renewed my blessing as |
received new insight into these things. The Lord continued his presence with me
from day to day. It was a blessing to be together.

January 1, 1747 - “That the image of the Lord might take form in

me

| was in persistent prayer before the throne, and in renewed
dedication| committed myself totheL ord and hisways, hisserviceand
hispeople. It wasmy inmost desireto receive morerenewing gracefromtheHoly
Spirit, so that my old nature might be brought down, and the precious image of
the Lord might morefully take formin me, so that al in me might be made new.
Tothat end | wasallowed to submit myself gladly and dearly to the Spirit, so that
his grace would enable me to lead a more yielded and sanctified life before the
Lord.
It was my desireto come before our merciful God with prayerful requestsfor
all the people of Zion; in my own town of Amsterdam as el sewhere, to implore

Q t the very beginning of the year 1747, immediately after midnight,
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God smercy and hissteadfast and merciful loving kindness. It alsowasmy desire
for themto haveamorelively faith. It wasmy soul’ ssincere desire that the Lord
would sendagreater and moreabundant outpouring of hisHoly SpirituponZion’'s
people. Also, that many of his people might belifted out of their depths, that the
mere form of Christianity would pass away and that the power of true godliness
might prevail. | experienced divine help as| addressed the throne, for searching
soulsin general, aswell asfor particular ones of my interest. | hoped and prayed
that thiswould befor them the acceptable year of the Lord in that the Lord would
loosen their bonds and set them in alarge place.

As for the servants of the Lord, my heart desired experiential help in the
performance of their weighty work, and to give them grace to personify histruth
beforethepeople, especially by theexampleof agodly lifelivedamongthem. The
last verses of Psalm 90 expressed my heartfelt longings for them: “Let thy work
bemanifest to thy servants, and thy gloriouspower to their children. Let thefavor
of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish thou the work of our hands upon
us, yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.”

For my immediaterel ativesand membersof my household | prayed that God,
through his compassion, would freely offer them his grace and love for sinners,
so that they might be brought under the convicting power of the Holy Spirit and
experience conversion.

Asfor thosewho are concerned about their spiritual state, but inwhom things
asyet seem to be at astandstill, | wasimpelled to bear up their plight before the
Lordinavery special manner. | mightily implored the effectual grace of God for
them, wishing for them that their light might come like the daybreak and their
health may spring forth speedily.

It was laid upon me to call unto the Lord for the people, that they might be
saved from hardeningtheir hearts. Asat theopening of theformer New Y ear | was
privileged to beseech the Lord with heart and soul that all might be spared that
year. And in so far as the Lord had granted this request, so also now | was
encouraged to humbly and with childlikeconfidencepray to God to abidewith us.
My soul persistently clungto himin my humblerequeststhat He stay withusand
not give us over into the hands of our enemies. If suffering be called for, may it
be that we fall into the hands of God.

| wasgivenanopendoor for my supplications, asl offered my heartfelt prayers
faithfully in the name of Christ, counting on his divine and never failing
intercessions, as | rested assuredly in the knowledge of a gracious hearing. My
soul was greatly comforted and quickened.

Already it was quitelate and | readied myself to go to bed. But my malicious
foes did not leave me alone; they raised up in me the most terrible thoughts and
horrible images. From experience | know how opposed my adversary isto any
exercise of faith, and | implored my Redeemer for help and deliverance. |
forcefully refrainedfromreasoningwithmy adversary, for itismy experiencethat
that ishisway to gain power. TheLord gavemehisaid asl asked for it. Toall his
temptations| said, “ Do not think that | will answer you. However muchitistrue
that with God’ s permission you will be able to do harm to me, | shall wait upon
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the Lord, and the Lord will enable me to face my enemy and his assaults. Even
though | am powerless, Christ is my rock and my fortress against whom you
cannot prevail.” | said, “Indeed, my enemy, He has conquered you and the Lord
has you under restraint” (literally: “by the leash”). | remained steadfast in my
confidenceand my adversary wasrebuked whiletheLord assisted me. Then| was
allowed to rest and wake up peacefully.

“1 drew near to the fulness of my Saviour”

rated. | arose to attend the Lord’s Supper, which was to be

observed by usfor thesecondtime. Already onthelast day of rest of the
year now past | had beheld the Lord in his sanctuary. So also on thisfirst day of
the year my soul desired to meet him again and to solemnly recommit myself to
him.

| wasledtofix my thoughtsupon thefact that thiswastheday that peoplewere
inthe habit to exchange good wishes; al so thosein humble circumstancesasthey
greetedtheir superiors, especially man servantsand maid servantstotheir masters
and mistresses. Everyone gave according to ability to these lesser endowed. To
my mind came the words, “My benefactors will bless me.”

| perceived that there was nothing | could give to the Lord who in himself is
eternally perfect. But | thought that the L ord woul d take pleasurein the defective
attempts his poor saints would put forth in Christ to manifest their gratitude for
the many tokens of hisfaithfulness. My faith in believing that | was ahandmaid
of theliving God was strengthened. Although poor and needy, | yet had arichand
graciousL ord who wasfavorably disposed tofill the empty chambers of my soul
with histreasures. In my own emptiness| drew near to thefulness of my Saviour,
as| displayed my lack and need. My soul desired to draw near to Christ and have
communionwith my Lord and Saviour. My heart waswarmed and inflamed with
love for the blessed Lord Jesus in return for hislove to me.

As| wasleaving my house, someone met me and wished me a blessed New
Year. It was a person in the blind and natural state, yet it was the Father's
Providence to use this saying for my benefit. The Holy Spirit impressed these
words upon my mind with great power: “| am your salvation” and “fear not.” O,
what aview was afforded for my soul’ sencouragement in thisrelationship of the
eternal and perfect God toward an insignificant, low and empty speck of dust in
Christ, whileit iswritten, “1 am your salvation.” It iswonderful to know that he
indeed wasthisto mein all hisgracious attributes. Ashe was my God, therefore
| need not fear. My soul responded, that though the earth were removed, and the
mountains cast into the midst of the sea, | would not fear, for the Lord is my
salvation and of whom should | be afraid? All the way to the church my heart
remained exercised with this as | went in under the service of the Rev. Mr.
Bunnings.

Q Ithough | had slept but little, I nevertheless was much invigo
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His subject matter was from Matthew 26:29, “And | say unto you, | will not
henceforth drink of thefruit of the vine, until that day when | drink it anew with
you, inmy Father’ skingdom.” Thiswasasource of blessing and encouragement
to me, asmy dear Saviour enabled meto experience much of histender love. The
preacher wasmuch hel ped and inspired ashetried to explaintheprofoundinterest
of God inthe spiritual welfare of hispeople, by thetender familiarity of the Lord
Jesus in saying, “I will drink it with you.” Again | obtained some experiential
acquaintancefromthis, which took me up into hispreciousfulness, filling all my
emptiness and deficiency and swallowing up all my wants. | was encouraged to
commit and fully entrust myself anew to the Saviour, and desired that | may be
allowed to belong to him only. | was so earnestly desirousto mortify my earthly
members more and more with Christ’s strength. | also was again enabled to
present myself for hispurposeif it would pleasetheLordandif | could find grace
withhim. | wasentirely ready to beused of theL ord, without any condition on my
part. | only wishedtofollow theLambwherever hewent. My soul wascompletely
satisfied in Christ, so that | was constrained to say, “Whom have | in heaven but
thee, and thereisnone upon earth that | desire besidesthee.” | wasfully prepared
to cast all my caresupon my Saviour. No anxietiesremained with meany longer.
As | approached the table, the covenant of grace was newly opened to mein all
itsfulness. And | wasassured to believethat none of the promisesof the covenant
in Christ would fail. The Lord will indeed be faithful. As | now approached,
havingfully surrendered myself, whilerelyingonly onmy all-sufficient Head, and
in most intimate communion with his dear person, | heard the preacher say, “O
soul, that drawest near in Jesus, and only looks to Chrigt, it is the will of the
Saviour that you should be assured anew of hislove and faithfulness.” My heart
said, “Amen!” Then| received thesignsof my Saviour’ sabidinglovetome. This
reassured me of the Lord’ s bond between me, his people and the church in the
Netherlands. | was constrained to confessto the Lord that | would not and could
not let him go. My soul now was strengthened and enlarged in all respectsand |
wasready tocommit all totheL ord. Theburdensof my heart werelifted. TheLord
was the fulness of my cup and | fully entrusted my lot to him. My soul was
profoundly satisfied in communion with my Lord.

In the afternoon | heard the Rev. Schutte on the first Lord’s Day of the
Catechism. Also here the Lord was present and granted his favor to me. How
securely was | introduced to the blessedness of belonging to Christ, both in life
andindeath. It wasgranted to metorealizeto my delight, that nolonger | belonged
to myself, but to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ. All during thismeans of grace
| continually was constrained to utter “Amen,” as the Amen of God filled my
heart. | was greatly impressed with the insights our teacher opened to me, and |
was overwhelmed with the benefits givento me. My penisinadequateto express
what the Lord allowed me to experience. | could do no else but to freely and
tenderly commit myself again to the Lord, and to declare with solemn intent that
| rest myself confidently in the Lord forever as | found my salvation in him.

It was on this, the first of January, 1747, when by renewal | again pledged
myself tothe Lord and to hisservice, as| trusted him to carefor me, according to
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hispromise, that hewill beto measthedew. Thisl| testify to, desireand fervently
pray of the Lord, his for always committed and willing servant, (signed) the
unworthy Dinavan Bergh.

The strength of the Lord

help was given me with al the things | was called to do. But on

Tuesday night my body was attacked with severe pains; so much so that
| feared that my house of clay would be crushed. But the Lord was my helper.
However hard, | yet felt confident that it came to me from my Father’ slove and
for my good. Throughout thisweek my body wasexceedingly feeble. ButtheL ord
was not a barren wildernessto me. Daily | received his nourishment asachild's
portion. | perceivedthat by thisblow | waspreservedfromafall. My Father iswise
and good.

On the Sabbath | had the privilege to enter the Lord’ s house of prayer once
againintheafternoon under the service of the Rev. Boscoop. He preached onthe
second L ord’ sday of the Catechism: theknowledgeof our misery throughthelaw.
Heretoo | was blessed, asit was shown to me how God had pursued his course
with respect to mein disclosing my misery to me. | also got to see the greatness
of my misery fromwhich | had been delivered and how, in spite of myself, | was
helpedwhilel continued with othersin my miserablestate. It alsowasclear tome,
that although Christ had delivered mefrommy misery, | still wasin constant need
of the blood and righteousness of Christ for my reconciliation and purification. |
also saw the need to walk before the Lord in fear and humility. It was my soul’s
desire to have a more evangelical understanding of these things.

Thenext day my head wasfaint and weak, unableto pursueatrain of religious
thought. But | found my confidence and strength in quietness.

Tuesday was the season for prayer with my esteemed female friends. It was
thefirst timewe met in the year, insofar asmy severe bodily pain had prevented
our coming together the previousweek. Now it wasmy turnto pray. | wasgreatly
aware of my helplessness, but | very much wanted to perform my duty in the
strength of the Lord. Heindeed did hel p and granted guidance. We could not part
from histhrone, so numerousweretherequestswewereto present, for ourselves,
for the church and for the country. | again found occasion to acknowledge the
faithfulness of God on my behalf, whilel wasyet so unworthy. That encouraged
me to put my hopein the Lord and trust in his mercy.

For about two weeks in arow | was so weak in my head, that if | did any
concentrated work, | weakened right away. Y et, there were many occasionsthat
called me out to work. But | must give honor to my King asit was he who helped
and strengthened me. How often didn’t he rescue me from unforeseen circum-
stances. My soul had to learn and acknowledge many things as yet in matters of
graceas| discovered my hel plessnessand dependencemorefully. Therestill was
much selfishnessto be brokenin me. TheLord iswisein finding waysto deliver

The following day my soul enjoyed much peace and strength. Much
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me from myself. If these are his ways, | freely admit that there is no greater
blessing than to be made humble and small by his grace.

National security

also was much occupied with my country during this time as |
earnestly made supplication and called on the spirit of judgment and
might as often | had the impression of God’ s hand smiting us, especialy in
the recognition of disease among the cattle. Now and then, however, | found a
listening ear with the Lord, asin the case of one or another being born in Zion.
Concerningtheenemy of our country (France) | continuedto believethat theLord
would not giveusover into her hand. But at thissametimethewater covered over
withiceasit froze so severely, that it could serve the enemy asabridgeto attack
us. My soul continued to look in confidence to God. But my spiritual adversary
sometimes assaulted me severely as| thought how justly arighteous God might
allow usto be visited with these afflictions.

On a certain Sunday the cold became so severe that | was compelled to
acknowledge that, unless the Lord would be merciful, who would be able to
stand? On the Monday following | continued to call on God with childlike faith
asking that there might be a change in the weather for good. And praised be his
goodness, on Tuesday morning there was as strong and delightful athaw aswas
ever seen. O how humbleand grateful thismade me beforemy merciful God who
had not rejected my prayers, but who taught meanew to entrust myself totheL ord.
Especially as our enemies had boasted that they woul d undertake something that
would resound through all of Europe. Y et now | could say, “the daughter of Zion
laughs thee to scorn, O enemy, and shakes her head over thee, for the Lord has
made strong the bars of our gates.”

It strengthened my faith in the Lord anew, and my mind was again confirmed
in the knowledge that the Lord could be trusted and would remain with us, as he
would not forsake the cry of those in need.

February 1, 1747 - The Lord’s merciful faithfulness

my soul was set free. | was blessed with an occupied mind, and

enjoyed close communion with the Lord that day. | wasgreatly assisted as|
reflected upon the Lord’s merciful faithfulness granted to me so far. | was
constrained to acknowledge that the God of Israel is God who indeed had helped
me'til now. His grace was the only reason that | am who | am. But my soul felt
greatly ashamed of my abject state as | so lacked in conformity to God and my
unreadiness in self-denial in all things concerning the service of the Lord. This
grieved my heart all the more, since | had a lively sense of the benefits of God

I t now was Wednesday, the first of February, and it was five years since
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towardsme. | wasawarethat | should have progressed considerably more at this
time. But my faith was directed toward my Redeemer, who by his actual
obediencehad completely donefor mewherel failed, and so had madeeverything
right with God. Therein my soul was permittedtorest. Yet, | desiredtolivealife
more consecrated to the Lord. Again | was allowed to rest my confidence with
Christ as| solemnly engaged myself to God with my heart’ sdesireto bealively
stone, built upon the foundation of Christ, all the more deeply grounded in him.
It was my soul’s desire to spend my strength in the service of my Lord, and to
follow the Lamb, wherever he would go. Again | was allowed to choose for the
Lordand hisways, andtoentrustall my carestomy DivineHead, Christ, believing
that hewouldbringittopass. | continually found myself singing the 10th and 11th
stanzas of Psalm 33 and the 12th and 13th stanzas of Psalm 73 (rhymed).

Inthe evening | had agood timein the company of some piousfriends, asthe
Lord wasin our midst. Now | frequently thought of those wisheswhich | desired
during thefirst time of my freedomin Christ, that my earthly tabernacle might be
dissolved. But it al so cameto mind that, had | had my wish, | now would not have
had so deep a sense of the sovereign love and grace of God in Christ. God would
then not have been so greatly glorified, and | would not have had so much cause
for praisethroughout eternity. | had to acknowledgemy blindnessbeforetheL ord
and confess that only hiswill isright and good. | now was ready and willing to
serve the Lord’ sways and remain here so long as he wanted to use me.

Thefollowing days my soul was much strengthened in the Lord as my heart
wasgreatly enriched inthe Lord swayswhile on Saturday | went to visit adying
brother in Christ, Mr. J. Stokker. The visit greatly strengthened me. The truth of
thefollowing wordswas evident, “Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright,
for the end of that man is peace.” | also was led to contemplate the Saviour’s
words, “Where | am, there my servant shall be aso.” | thought the brother to be
close to glory, while | thought of myself as having to be at home in the body as
yet for ashort while. But it would be an exceedingly light affliction, as nothing
would be able to separate me from the love of Christ.

“A blessed means of grace”

my beloved father in the Lord, preach on Il Corinthians 8:23,24.

Thiswasto me ablessed means of grace, asmy heart wasall themore
drawnforthinearnest desirethat | might beenabledtolivemoreto Christ’ shonor.
His Reverence showed that anyone endowed with grace receivesthisgracefrom
God and soistheglory of Christ, but that even such aperson may stumbleandfall
and dishonor Christ. My soul hadto acknowledgethat sofar | had been savedfrom
falling through the grace of the Lord.

N ow, on the morning of the Day of Rest | heard the Rev. Temmink,
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Thisday theL ordwasexceedingly goodtomeas| quietly retired, becausethe
frequent troublein my head prevented meto go again to the house of my God. But
God istruly good to Israel, and will be so forever.

Thisweek | was allowed to experience many of the Lord’ s mercies and was
much helped by his grace.

On Tuesday, in the hour of prayer, the Lord allowed much help and an
impressive view of the ways into which we might be brought and what we may
be asked to undergo yet both for church and country. But also that we are
neverthelessencouragedto hold ontothelLordinprayer. Hewill not refuse usbut
regards our sighs.

OnThursday | wasmuch quickened by thereading of thesewordsfromapoem
from “Collected Sacred Songs:”

Godt aler deelen, Dedl ons Lodt,

Ons eeuwig ded is Jehova-Godt.

Lord of al portions, You are ours,
Our eternal inheritance is Jehova-God.

My soul admitsthat thisistoo high for me. It istoo wonderful and | cannot
understandit. Indeed, my soul will never understand this, not evenin eternity, but
wecan at least worship and praisehimfor this. TheL ordisindeed my portion and
my inheritance and he sees me to my end. This to my eternal amazement and
praise.

February 10, 1747 - Twenty-second birthday

morning these words occupied my mind, “I was cast upon thee

fromthewomb. Thou art my God from my mother’ sbody.” My mind was
fixed upon the mysteries of my formation, and they were too wonderful for me.
| was forced to exclaim, “How precious are thy thoughts unto me, O God, how
great isthesumof them.” Beforel cameforthfrom my mother’ swomb I, whowas
yet without consciousness, but under condemnation through inherited guilt, was
accepted by God in baptism. Even then the Lord knew me by name and already,
as if in anticipation, set his seal upon me and said, “Thou art mine.” | was
constrained to think of God' s preserving care over me, even as he delivered me
from dangers, indeed from deadly perils and snares. O what wonderful mercies
| discovered to be acknowledged before the Lord. They went beyond my ability
to recount. And also the fatherly waysin which the Lord behaved towards me as
concerning blessings in outward things. How all this humbled me in gratitude
before him. Even though they be of atemporal and worldly nature, for me they
represented a different dimension than what they did to the world. For me they
were covenant blessings, for the earth isthe Lord’ s and all its fullness, and all
things are mine, because | belong to Christ. What was even greater than all that
werethewondersof divine grace displayed to me. Eveninthemidst of my youth
| wastaken from the midst of an evil world while so marvelously and graciously

Friday, being the tenth of February | was twenty-two years old. In the
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led by God. The holy astonishment | felt in my soul wastoo great for me to show
itaright. | againfelt all themore desirousto consecrate my first and best energies
totheLord as| was constrained to bind myself to the Lord in hiswaysand to his
direction. The Lord was good to my soul and afforded me the assurance that he
would be my God and keep me as the apple of his eye.

Onthefollowing day of rest | wasin the house of prayer under the service of
theRev. Temmink. HisReverence began the season of theL ord’ s Sufferings, and
took histext from Matthew 26:3,4,5, the assembly of the chief priestsand elders
of the people, plotting together how they stealthily might take Jesusand kill him,
but not upon the feast day, |est there should be an uproar. The divine Lord Jesus,
who himself voluntarily had become God's guarantor for his people, had
determined otherwise, as appears from the foregoing second verse. There the
Redeemer had said, “Y ou know that after two days the Passover is coming, and
the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” Thiswas for me a blessed
occasion. Rev. Temmink showed that it was necessary that the Saviour should
suffer from the hypocrisy and craftiness of the Jews, in order to make reconcili-
ationfor the hypocrisy and deceit naturally found in hispeople. My soul wasnow
deeply impressed with a profound sense of the love of Christ.

The throne of grace

but at the same time | received abundant tokens of the Lord's

fatherly help and his preventing worse. | experienced the truth of the
words, “My grace is sufficient for you; my strength is made perfect in your
weakness.” It was my inmost and constant desire to become thus more and more
mortified to self and sin.

But on the following Lord’s Day | was blessed to receive a special token of
Christ’ slovetoward me. That morningin my quiet timel found aready accessto
the throne of grace and communed and conversed with the Lord ashischild. The
abundant supplications flowed from my soul in the name of my compassionate
Redeemer. That evening | went up under the service of the Rev. Temmink. As|
was on my way to church, | wasenabled to present my soul’ sdesiresto the Lord.
It was my heart’ s profoundest longing to comprehend the love of Christinall it
height, depth, length and breadth. As| entered the church they were singing the
concluding hymn of theforegoing service. | did not know what they sang but my
thoughts were strongly drawn to the beginning of Psalm 66:

Sing al ye nations to the Lord,
Sing with ajoyful noise.

With melodies of sound record
His honors and your joys.

| said, “Indeed Lord, through your gracel delight in glorifying you, but sofar
| only have imperfectly learned the new song.” Then it came to me that the four
living creatures and the four and twenty elders united in saying, “Amen.” | was

The following week | had to struggle with much bodily weakness,
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glad that the redeemed before the throne above glorified God and | know that |
once would be associated with them. | wished, however, to wait for the Lord’s
timeand servehiswill as| remained herebel ow, while conversingmoreand more
with thosein heaven. The Rev. Temmink’s subject at this time was the ongoing
record of the Saviour’s sufferings in Luke 22:42,43 where it speaks of the
sufferingsof hissoul whilean angel appeared from heaven to strengthen himand
hissweat, like great drops of blood, fell on the ground. What a blessed means of
gracethiswasfor me. | wasmadeto realize so deeply theweight of the Saviour’s
sufferings and their aggravating circumstancesthat | could scarcely endureit. |
only could endure it when | was transported with wonder and much affected by
the divine love which the Lord Jesus had from eternity entertained for awretch
like me, and which made him to sustain this burden on my behalf. The preacher
wasgreatly hel ped with penetrating insight into the aggravating circumstances of
the Saviour’ ssufferingsof hissoul becausethat divineand all-worthy personwas
subjected to the hiding of hisFather’ sface and the absence of hisfavor. No, even
that hislovewerechangedintoanger, asit were, and that hiswrathand displeasure
were directed toward his Son. To thiswas added the power of darkness, directed
against our Redeemer; for it wasthe hour of theinward assaults of the adversary.
Evenmore: theworld wasin uproar against my divine Mediator. O, the profound
sense of my Saviour’slove to methat | experienced, as | was deeply aware that
inreality | could havejustly been called to undergoforever all that the Son of God
hereborefor me. “ O preciousLord Jesus,” | exclaimed, “at what tremendous cost
haveyou bought me! And | amthereward of your labors, the seed you should see
for your soul’ stravail?My divinelove,” | wascompelled to cry continually, “that
| was so borne upon your heart, O divine and blessed Mediator. O endless
compassion of Christ! Who ever has comprehended it?’ Throughout the sermon
| melted in tears of love and wonder. Here | saw my soul’ s friend with his head
covered not with dew but with drops of blood. How pure and ruddy wasmy love,
theforemost among ten thousand and my soul wasentirely filled with loveto my
Redeemer and Guarantor that | wasforced to cry, “O how | am sick with love.”
My pen can only poorly describewhat | saw in him. | wasso affected that | feared
my bodily strength would fail. No longer could | sit up straight. When after the
service we were going home it was necessary that | be supported in the sleigh.

All that night | was ableto do nothing but indulge myself in admiration of the
incomprehensible love of Christ. Also the following day | continued in very
intimate fellowship with the blessed Lord Jesus as the visions of his love
continued to affect me. Y et, even though | was weak in body, | did receive the
necessary help in my work for the Lord.

Tuesday was the set time of prayer with my female friends. Also then my
compassionate Saviour was good to me. While my enemy sought to disturb my
rest, piercing me with his fiery darts. | was however blessed again to find that,
although the enemy greatly distresses me at times, my helpisneverthelessinthe
Lord. It also worked for my good, asit taught me that in moments of fear | must
seek my help in Christ, and not in myself. When in the evening we were together
the Lord was present. It was my duty to lead in prayer. | requested that we sing
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Psalm 18:1, 9, 10, 14, 15 (rhymed). The Lord provided me, his unworthy worm,
with such an abundance of thingsto pray about that timeand everything elsewere
forgotten. | had such a close accessto the throne of grace, that | could not come
to aclose. No time remained for other things and we concluded with the singing
of theLord sprayer in meter. And again my soul wasimpressed with anew sense
of duty to the Lord.

Thisweek | had to struggle with afeeble body. But it was accompanied with
adeep sense of thelove of Christ, as| was permitted to livefrom hisgracewhile
confidently trusting in hisfatherly care. My enemiesare continually busy asthey
seek to disturb my communion with Christ; but my King is the Lord of hosts,
strong and mighty in battle. He is with me and for me. Therefore, my enemies
cannot obtain their end.

“The blessed sacrament”

soul panted after the blessed sacrament. There were many things

that had disquieted methisweek. Whereforeit occurred to me whether |
should not forego thistime. But experience has sometimestaught methat thismay
beasnare of theadversary, and that by waiting and heeding such asuggestionwe
may find the way shut up altogether. | even said to my soul, “O soul, thisis not
theplaceof your rest. Y ouwill not be quieted here, thisisafield of conflict.” But
the Lord Jesus rose up before my imagination, calling, ason the great day of the
feast, “Whoever isthirsty, let him come to me and drink.” | was so much aware
of my soul’ s desire and the need of the strengthening of my faith, knowing that
al | could bring was an empty soul, that | could not withdraw myself from the
presence of my King. On Saturday | had much freedom of accessand wasenabled
to cry out of my depths and to make known my waysto my compassionate God.
| received assurance that the Lord would be with me in the observance. On the
Lord’s Day | woke early with the following words on my mind, “Arise my love
and come.” | aroseimmediately and said, “My soul’ sdearest friend, hereisyour
needy servant, for what purposeshall | come?’ | wasawarethat it wassaid to me,
“1 will cause you to know my surpassing love.” Surprising kindness filled my
heart again and my soul could seeagain. My affectionswere now drawn out after
God, and | was enabled to engage myself to the Lord in the tenderest manner and
yield myself to his sovereign guidance. | heartily protested against the power of
soul-corrupting self-love, saying before God with a certain godly poet:

Could | but find Thee by myself

And pierce the vell unaided,

O could | pierce my heart and discover all my sin,

O Jesus give me power in light and darkest night

To dethrone all selfish might and mortify my sin.

My sinful self-loveweighed so heavy and wassointolerabletome. Y et, | felt

The following Lord’s Day was time for the Lord's Supper, and my
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myself sodeeply sunk init, bothin spirit andlife, that my soul wasfull of anguish.
| sought strength against the enemy from the head of the covenant, Jesus Christ.
From my innermost soul | cried, “that | no longer live, but Christ whoismy life
may fully livein me, and that what now | live may be through thefaith of the Son
of God who loved me and gave himself for me! | wish to be wholly consecrated
to Jesus, and in the fullest measure be yielded and grounded in him.” | went up
under the service of Rev. Tyken. His subject was the prosecution in the story of
the Saviour’s sufferings in John 18:19-24. | was indeed blessed through this
service. Again it was impressed upon me how Jesus suffered for me as my
Guarantor, asthisdivineand glorious Lord was smitten in the face by acreature,
no, by an ungodly man, and so was treated as the lowest of persons. Thereby
freeing me from the blows of the Father’s displeasure, and saving me from the
buffetings of Satan which otherwise would have been my portion. In what high
esteem was | led to hold the love of Jesus again. It grieved me that so many
unconverted people did eat and drink a judgment to themselves, counting the
blood of the Lord Jesus an unholy thing, devouring that which isholy like dogs.
| had the same feeling about this during the singing of Psalm 23:

Praise to my God who feeds me like a shepherd,

Nothing will I want in his presence.

| was able to sing this with much confidence of faith and could heartily say,
“Amen.” “But,” | thought, “how many unhappy ones are there, who join in the
singing, yet have no sense of their need in Christ.” What made medifferent from
them? Everlasting and sovereign grace, nothing else. Again my soul was filled
with holy dismay as | was constrained to say, “Lord, You have magnified your
benefits and your faithfulness toward me.” As| now was getting up to go to the
table, | wasprivileged to look upon Jesuswith the eye of faith. | dwelt onthefact
that my divine High Priest was at theright hand of the Father for my benefit, from
thereto administer the redemption he had procured. O what rest for my soul, that
| could entrust my ot and whatever might happenin my lifeto Christ, and leave
all my careswith him, believing that the Lord would not leave me and withhold
his grace and help, but beto memy al inal! | was allowed to indulge in sweet
fellowship with the Lord’ s people and | asked the help of the Spirit in properly
observing thisday of prayer, not only oneday, but every day. | wasableto bring
many requestsforward with thebelieving assurancethat they may befulfilled. As
| partook of the elements, | was filled with such a deep awareness of the love of
Christ, that | barely boreupunder it. My Saviour then spoketomeand said, “ Peace
be to you,” and “Fear not, for in whatever you lack, there is a supply with me.
Indeed, my peacel givetoyou, and my peacel leavewithyou.” | received asweet
embracewiththekissof peace, of reconcilingloveandfellowshipfrommy soul’s
friend. | hadtoexclaim, “I am my Beloved' sand hisdesireistowardsme.” After
that | wastotally exhausted.

In seclusion a home, the Lord again showed himself good to me in an
experiential way, and | wasagainrefreshedinsofar that intheevening | wasable
to attend services under the Rev. Temmink. His Reverence' s subject matter was
the continuation of theLord’ ssufferingsfrom Matthew 26:63,64: “ But Jesuswas
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silent. And the high priest said to him, ‘1 adjure you by the living God, tell usif
you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, ‘Y ou have said so. But |
tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power,
and coming on the clouds of heaven.”” Again | was permitted to see my precious
Redeemer and Deliverer being treated as a lying person, and being under the
pressure of al the solemnities of an oath, in order to utter thetruth. Herethetrue
God was sworn by afalse and ungodly man. How deep ahumiliation for so holy
anddivineaperson, to beso unreasonably and wickedly adjured! But the Saviour,
ready to givetestimony of hisgodhead, wasnot silent asbefore, but immediately
said, “Itisso, you have said it.” Indeed, he must be the true God, so he could be
eternal life for his people. O the surpassing love of Christ, as the Saviour was
willing to yield up hislife, as he had voluntarily assumed the work of Mediator.
| was impressed with a sense of the Saviour’s spontaneous love. On this day |
again formally bound myself totheLord, asl sign, “I anthe Lord’s.” February
26, 1747. The Lord’ s handmaid. D.V .B.

February 27, 1747 - “The gathering of the Lord’s people”

experienced during the gathering of the Lord’s people. Again we

wereenabledtolift up our heartsto God and hisways. Wefound our souls
warmed together. At the same time my enemies tried their utmost to draw me
away fromtheLord. Themorel try to serve God and hiscause, themorel discover
that my enemy setshimself against me. But thismakesmebelieveall themorethat
| am worthily engaged inthe Lord’ swork. Their cunning and evil wayswere not
altogether unknown to me. | also discovered how every moment | am in need of
Christ’ spreserving grace, sothat | may not beovercomeby theevil one. Butitwas
made possible for me to yield and entrust myself constantly to Jesus' watchful
care. My soul attentively contemplated the Lord’ s petition in John 17:15 where
my L ord pointed out to me, “1 pray not that thou would takethem out of theworld,
but that thou should keep them from the evil one.” How much was| strengthened
by this prayer of the Lord Jesus! | understood that this was both a prayer and a
demand. It forcefully stayed with me, asthe Father would not and could not reject
it. Thiswas my quiet confidence and trust.

Thisweek | experienced the continual and preserving care of Christ anew. |
was enabled to live before himin holy trembling asmy soul waskept in childlike
fear. Frommoment to moment | lifted upmy eyestohimfor help. My soul rejoiced
that in all Jesusisthe mighty God. Therefore my couragewill not fail. Every day
a deep sense of danger did not leave me, but | also had a sense of the fulness of
theloveof Christ, and so | wasgiventotheprai seof sovereign mercy—" By grace
| anwhat | am.”

Thefollowing Day of Rest | wasin a happy mood in unison with the Spirit.
| alsowasblessed asthe Spirit of gracedirected my soul to active meditation upon

The following day was a blessed one for my soul and much help was
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the Lord’s ways and his dealings with me. | found much occasion for grateful
acknowledgement. An overpowering sense of his mercies made me exclaim,
“What shall | render to the Lord!”

Intheeveningl wasinthehouseof God, under theserviceof my much beloved
pastor and teacher, the Rev. Temmink. Thetext wasthe continued account of the
Saviour’ ssufferingsin John 18:28-33, whereit says, “ And they went not into the
Judgment Hall lest they should be defiled, but might eat the Passover. So Pilate
went out tothemand said, * What accusation do you bring against thisman? They
answered him, * If this man were not an evildoer, we would not have handed him
over.’ Pilatesaidtothem, ‘ Take himyourselvesand judge him by your ownlaw.’
The Jews said to him, ‘It isnot lawful for us to put any man to death.” Thiswas
to fulfill the word which Jesus had spoken to show by what death hewasto die.”
During the preliminary remarks (the exordium remotum preceding the prayer
before the sermon) | received areal sense of the love of Jesus. The Rev. showed
in awarm and effective way that, because the Son of God was treated as an evil
doer and contemptible person, thereforethe peopl e of God now had peacethrough
reconciliationwith God. Under al theevil treatment and contempt they ever may
be called to endure, the evil which the Lord Jesus experienced at the hands of his
enemies, now was the ground on which all prevenient grace was bestowed, and
the cause of al God' sfavor and loveto me. How important it isthat asbelievers
we learn to trace every blessing received by us back to the atonement of Jesus
Christ. Without that interest, it isimpossible that one either would havereceived
therenewing grace of God, or experienced hispardoning mercy. Theintroduction
impressed me aswell. It wastaken from Leviticus 9 whereit isrequired that the
rulersof the people should lay their hands on the head of the bull calf, which was
to be offered up, so that, asit were, their sinswould pass over to the animal and
it be made sin for them. | was much impressed with the striking semblance that
Rev. pointed out, between what wasrequired of therulersof old and the act of the
present rulers of the people in delivering Jesus to death. Indeed, the testimony
borneto the atoning nature of the Savior’ s sufferings by Caiaphas, in saying that
itwasprofitablethat one man should diethat not all the peoplemight perish, | was
led to reflect sweetly upon the blessed communion | enjoyed with the Saviour
throughfaith. It wasgood to experiencethismeansof grace. | wasdirected tohold
the exalted love of Jesus Christ the divine Saviour in high esteem, who chose,
although innocent, to suffer and be treated as an evil doer, because | stood guilty
and condemned before God. Again the Saviour becamemost preciousto my soul.
| greatly desired to extol hisgoodness, hislove and compassion, in order to give
agood testimony on behalf of my Lord. | wasmadeto acknowledgethat the Lord
did nothing but good to me. So deep asensel had of Jesusasmy loving Guarantor
in his suffering for me, that my heart was set aflame with love in return for this
most worthy one, my precious Boaz and Deliverer, my blood-rel ative and near of
kin.
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The judgment of God

my spirit while performing my household duties. At first | was

restless, but then my thoughtswerefixed uponthegreat lovemy heavenly
Father has for me, so that | was constrained to acknowledge with shame my
blindnessand say, “ O Father, truly, thy way isgood. If not so, youwould lead me
into another way.” | also was privileged to experience my childlike relationship
with God, as| wasaware of hisfatherly guidance. My heart was al so touched by
thecondition of our country especially by thedreadful floodsof landsandvillages
most recently. This deeply affected my feelings, and it seemed to me that this
again may call for asolemn day of prayer. It seemed that the Lord was against us
in judgment. | was led to humble myself sincerely before my compassionate
Redeemer. | was much aware of my own guilt, and felt that every blessing had
been forfeited. | even wasforced to think God justified, though he would sweep
all away with astroke, ignoring the sighs and prayers of his people. In the midst
of all thisl hadtothink of theprayerswhich, onanother occasion, had been offered
by myself and the pious, asking that we might be preserved from our enemies.
How unreservedly had wethen given ourselvesover totheL ord, aswedesired that
wemight fall into hishand. Then he had heard our prayersand preserved usfrom
our enemies. But now he himself was laying hisrod upon us. My soul was then
led into aframe of adoration and submission in which | was directed to pray for
favor with our compassionate Judge and Father in Christ. The fervent language
of my soul wasthat the Spirit might come like aflood, wash away the impurities
of his people and so attain his end in a general humiliation and reformation.

On Tuesday the Lord was again present as we met. We were made aware of
offenses in our homes and country, as well as of offensesin Israel aswe were
pleading for healing and restoration for along time.

OnWednesday | empathized muchwiththe peoplewho had been brought into
distress on account of the water. | became aware of what it meant to bear one
another’s burdens. Yet, at the same time, my heart remained convinced of the
Lord’ sfatherly love and compassion. Aswe continued to be of such afavorable
mind, it was hoped that things would again be restored. During my sighsfor my
distressed friends, thesewordswere strongly brought tomind, “1 will sparethem,
as a man spares his own son that serves him.” Then | was led to entertain a
comfortable assurance, that the Lord would be with us and help us.

OnThursday | wasledtoapproachtheLordinaholy way, whilel did not cease
toinsist that he abide with usas | earnestly wrestled with the Spirit of grace and
supplication both for myself and for al the people. My heart remained impressed
with the Lord’ s kindness. Looking trustingly to him, | was aware that he could
cause health to spring forth speedily for Zion. O that this might be the time of
purging and the removal of offenses out of Israel. | was directed to bring my
attention to the following facts, which led oneto believe that the L ord would not
yet depart. First, that the Lord still was accessible to his people in seclusion,

The following day | received much help from God. | found rest for
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especially to those who lived close to him and to whom heimparted his Spirit in
large measure, giving them the Spirit of prayer for country and church. Indeed, it
was noticed that at times they had the opportunity to make known their desires,
as they were ingspired to pray with much freedom for country and church.
Furthermore while they remained quiet in spirit, they were much encouraged to
pray for the peace of Jerusalem. Second, that to this and that one the Lord gave
agraciousanswer. For whentheL ordisabout to take hisleave, hesays, “ Pray not
for thispeople.” But | had not met any of the pious with whom this had been the
case. The Lord aso supplies his ministering servants with special help as they
faithfully stand beforethe Lord, serving his cause, histruth and hispeople. They
know whenthey haverecelved acommandment fromtheL ordtocry out and spare
not. After all, the Lord doesnothing invain. | received assurancethat he still had
work to doamong us. | was, indeed, directed to thisand that one, on whose hearts
God wasworking, and to another who wasgiven to break through hisdifficulties,
obtaining light, and so was added to the number of those who pray. | could not
deny that the Spirit still accompanied the administration of the Word. Now and
thenthepeopleof God experiencedthis. Alsothepeopleof God havebeen blessed
inaspecial way by theadministration of the Lord’ s Supper for sometime. Power
had gone out from Jesus to impart strength. | dared not deny this as a matter of
persona experience. Indeed, | would gratefully acknowledge it. And also, the
Lord still continued to give to his people freedom to plead the glory of hisgreat
name. Tothisthepeopleof God canstill cling, that even though they feel strongly
that they have to constrain the Lord, they can still say, “For thy name' s sake, O
Lord, preserveus.” Thisstrengthened me, and| could believethat theLordwould
not yet go away. | still could cleaveto him aswell, as| had to protest to the Lord
our God, “I cannot let you go.”

On Friday my soul had ablessed time. Everything not relating to God seemed
insignificant. | found myself closetothel ord and experienced hispresencemuch.
Then| prayed and gavethanks, thenagain | sang and praised, over andagain| had
tosing Psalm 73:13(rhymed), “1f | have theefor my God, how can another be my
God?’ | felt great inward delight in the Lord and found much freedom in
presenting before him our general need.

On Saturday my heart wasinahumblestate, and | wasfully awareof my guilt
beforetheL ord asl confessed my sinstohimand heartily embraced theL ord Jesus
as| appropriated hisrighteousness and holiness, aswell as hisreconciliation and
the cleansing of my guilt. For al this, my compassionate Redeemer imparted to
me a strong sense of the atoning power of his blood.

OntheDay of Rest the Lord wasgood to mein my seclusion, aswell asinthe
public service. In the afternoon | attended services under the worthy servant of
Christ, the Rev. de Bruyn. The sermon was concerning the eleventh Lord sDay,
with theimportant emphasis on the name of Jesusand our faithinit. It was good
for me to be there, as | was blessed with a lively insight into my glorious
redemption and my deliverance from sin. Also, how in the blessed covenant |
could find everything necessary for my salvation. The Rev. also showed that the
prayersof the peopleof God must befounded onthe power of that name, and that,
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if the day of prayer now at hand should have desirableresults, that it would have
to come from the intercession of Christ. My mind was much impressed by this,
and | desired to receivefurther instruction inthis. Under, aswell asafter this, my
heart was much encouraged, while it was clear from what a depth of misery and
guilt my faithful Saviour had raised me.

“Lord, teach us to pray”

“Lord, teach us to pray.” | was led to consider how ready the

Lord Jesus was to instruct us, asimmediately upon the request of his

disciples he taught them to pray. | became conscious of the great weight of the
work towhich the Lord was calling meand hispeopl e, asking usto pray; not only
ontheapproaching day of public humility. That would not pleasethe L ord, or my
own or the peopl€’ s sense. We should continueto pray and intercede for such an
ungodly and hardened people as that of the Netherlands, who rejected the
chastenings of the Almighty, and by their deeds say, asit were, tothe Lord, “We
will not listen, we shall walk in theimagination of our own hearts.” Again| was
directed to make these words my prayer, “Lord, teach meto pray.” Throughout
that day my heart continued to follow God in the teaching and instruction of the
Spirit which Jesus had acquired for me, singing the promise as | went, that if |
could not pray the Spirit should teach me. All thewhile| had thejoy of my heart
continually being in apraying state. | was enabled to present my requeststo the
Lord, believing very much in theintercession of Christ. The Lord was still good
tomeas| continued to cherish theassurancethat hewould givehelpto hispeople.
On Tuesday morning when | again awoke, the Lord forcibly impressed these
words upon my heart, “Remember, O people, what | have done unto thee, from
Shittimuntil Gilgal, that yemay know therighteousnessof theL ord.” Step by step
| wasled to contemplatethe cleansing love, deliverance and help whichtheLord
had granted me, to his people in general and to this and that one in particular, to
the members of our own household, and what particularly impressed me, to Zion
and our country. What wonders of deliverance, escape and preservation had the
Lordwrought for us, and that agai nst all hope and expectation. When and on what
occasion did | find an awareness of the righteousness of the Lord, of those
righteousdeeds, of that divineforbearance, |ong suffering andfaithfulness, which
had been shoneto us, but which solong since had beenforfeited. | thought onthis
as my heart inclined to give thanks to God, extolling his loving kindness and
forbearance. How incomprehensible God isto mein hisessence! But heisthisas
well in his perfections as he exhibits them. | was continually driven to exclaim,
“How great isyour loving kindness, O God.” But through my meditations | was
drivento humility aswell, as| thought of the unfaithful ness, unthankfulness and
fruitlessness with which we had answered the L ord’ s kindness. How deeply did
| feel my guilt! Indeed, | solemnly had to confessthat | was the most unfaithful!

On Monday morning | awoke with these words on my mind,
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My guilt alone has forfeited all. The sins of the pious as well, and those of
particular pious persons, humbled me exceedingly. | saw so many offenses in
Israel, while Judah should at least be faithful with her God. Thereisall too little
guiet communion with God and rectitude of life found with the people of God.
What depth of carelessness and what absence of self-denia isthere to be found
in Zion! What a heartless and unholy state of life, alifelived asthe world lives.
What conformity to its sinful practicesisn’t there found in the children of God,
who really should bethestay of theland. Indeed, | wasawareof thelittleloveand
the divisions in the spiritual and mystical body of Christ. How little of the real
communion of saintswasthere! All thisgreatly humbled me beforethe Lord and
made me to confess, “How righteous would you be, O Lord, even if you would
set yourself asan adversary against us, on account of Judah’ sabominations!” But
| wascheered by theLord’ sreply aswell, for it wasasif hesaidtome, “ Remember
my people, what | have doneto you, that your spirits may be cheered. How often
when all seemed hopeless, havel helped and delivered you, indeed, even now, in
theseterriblefloodsby which the country would have suffered devastation, if the
winds had continued northerly or thereabouts.” But aso herethe Lord haswilled
to spareusand lessenthe calamity by sending usan east wind for daysonend, and
suchdelightful weather. TheL ord seemedto say tome, “ My handisnot shortened,
that it could not deliver you, however dark the future.” Indeed, the Lord seemed
to say to methat previous experience of hisfaithfulness should produce hopein
us, for with him is abundant deliverance. It was made easier for me to bring my
own sins into my prayers, as well as those of Zion. If there may be hope of
restoration, it is necessary that the Lord do something about it. Therefore |
earnestly pleaded, foregoing personal mercy, and threw myself for refuge onthe
compassion of God the Father, through the blood of the covenant. | was then
enabled to wrestle for reconciliation on account of my own sins and for those of
the Lord’ s people, as| pleaded with the Lord, who commands the residue of the
Spirit, for the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, that the people of God again may be
restoredtotheir proper work and brought againinto thehollow of hishand, so that
they may beraised out of their sinful depthsand healed. How it wasmadepossible
for meto beseech God earnestly to haveoffensesput away inlsrael by hisalmighty
grace. Many times | was constrained to say, “When he speaks, it comes to pass.
Isit not the Lord?’

During the evening prayers the Lord was exceptionally good. It was again
possibleto unite ourselves with the Lord, and we presented our corrupt heartsto
him, asking him that their depravity might be broken by the power of his grace.
We aso continued to urge him with our solicitationsthat he give usthe Spirit, so
that we might be more and more turned to him. It was our earnest plea, that our
Day of Prayer might becomeaday of power, and that for usand the peopleof God
it might be a day of the covenant in which our closeness to God might be
manifested, he with us and with the Netherlands at large. Asfor those who were
seeking the Lord, it was our fervent petition that for them it might be a day of
entrance into the covenant, so that they may be brought into thefold. And that it
may bethat God would convincethisor that unconverted person of hissin, by his
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Spirit of righteousness and judgment. That the Lord may put his seal of approba-
tion on our serviceson the Day of Prayer. We a so found much to ask of the Lord
for hisministering servants. O that his glorious arm might be with them and the
Lord helpthem. Many weretherequestswhichwefounditinour heartsto present
inthenameof Christ, andintheawarenessof our dependence on hisintercession.
We were afforded holy assistance to urge the Lord to spare and heal us, and to
abide with usfor his name sake. We did not let him go.

National Day of Prayer

thankful. 1 saw myself blessed on all sides, aso my house, Zion

and our country, sothat continually | wascompelledto exclaim, “What
shall | render totheLord?’ | found myself asoverwhelmed with privilegeswhich
forced me to give thanks. So far Zion had been preserved through the many
privileges she had enjoyed indicating that the Spirit had not yet entirely departed.
Thusfar we have been preservedin the possession of the puretruth and thejoyful
sound of the gospel. The word of reconciliation was still being heard among us,
and the liberating power of the truth was still experienced to an extent. | wasled
to feel theforfeiture of all these privileges very deeply. | was overpowered with
asenseof God’ sboundlesslongsuffering and mercy toward our Zion. | could not
find words enough to express my desire to acknowledge the divine benefits. |
could no longer remain upon my knees, but fell with my face upon the earth. For
alongtimel remained in this grateful position, while singing with much feeling
the 44th Psalm until the pause, and then al so the 5th and the 14th verses(rhymed).
My heart was greatly humbled whilel did thisand | wasled to say, “What more
canwedesirefromthe Lord to do for Netherland’ svineyard?’ So far we had all
privileges, while the Lord was patient to be gracious to us, showing us his
compassion even though we had forfeited it. If | were to begin with myself and
my house, | must altogether praise God even though hewould cast us off. To me
it seemed that God’ slongsuffering had reached its peak and that he had no choice
but to take vengeance on a people such aswe, who had sinned so greatly against
the gospel, aswerejected the Son of God. My heart was touched by my own acts
of unfaithfulnessand evil, which stood as Dagon’ sin my heart. | wasled heartily
to lament them and bring them as foes with accusations against them before the
Lord, surrendering myself anew to the Saviour, committing myself toliveasnear
totheLordasitispossibletodoonthisearth. Thebody of sinwasaninexpressibly
grievous burden to me, and again | could protest most earnestly against the sins
of my heart, asking strength of Christ to die more unto sin. | a'so was enabled to
mourn sincerely over the sins of our own household, and to bring all its offenses
before our mighty Redeemer for him to remove soliciting his divine and mighty
arm in doing wonders of grace. O, that | and my house may be brought to serve
theLord. How heavily didthesinsof Zion' speopleweigh upon my heart for these

On the morning of the Day of Prayer | was greatly moved to be
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werealsomy sins. Wearethemembersof onebody. My eyeswereopenedto many
offenses and | was stirred to wrestle for sanctifying grace and for a sign of the
Lord's favor for his people. My soul received strength to continue in prayer
because the Lord Jehovah our God was faithful and changed not however dark
thingsappeared and however deep the degeneracy. God still remained the God of
thecovenant. Hechanged not. | wasal so hel pedto pray for the Spirit of conviction
and conversion in behalf of so many unhappy personswho neverthelessborethe
nameof Christ, who thought they werealive, but whoinreality weredead. While
| continued inmy supplications| found comfort inthesewords, “1 have seen your
tears, and your prayershave comebefore me; | will build up, and not cast down.”
O how much more did so compassionate an assurance stir meup to pray. | had to
acknowledgethat | was not worthy to come before the L ord with my request, but
asked that it not seem evil to the Lord, that his unworthy handmaiden desired to
do so. My heart was drawn to thewords of Jer. 14:7-9,19,20-22. These served as
thegroundsfor my pleas. | wasencouraged to continuein prayer and was assured
that the Lord would not cast us off. | remained so engaged until eleven thirty
midday. Thenmy body wasgreatly exhausted and | wasledto say, “Not by might,
nor by power, but by your Spirit shall it cometo pass.” | neverthelessfelt adesire
to prepare and go up to the house of the Lord and present myself before him,
together with his people and servants.

| went up under the service of the Rev. de Bruyn. Histext was Jer. 5:19-22.
Itwasanextraordinarily appropriateword and helpfor me. | wasstrengthened and
confirmed in my devotions. God’ s servant was directed to speak to the condition
of my heart, and to that of all the pious, so as to meet our situation.

Later, in the privacy of home, | again found the way opened, so that | was
enabled to continuein supplication. Inthe evening | could trustingly commit the
churchandour country totheL ord, asl brought all our sighingtotheall-prevailing
intercession in dependence on our great Saviour, Jesus. Then | was blessed with
sweet peace of soul and a sure belief that the Lord would bring it to pass.

“Disquieting circumstances’

of mind and continued to have access to the throne of grace. As
| retired that Day of Rest, my heart overflowed in asking for saving
mercy andgrace. After | finished praying, thesewerethewordsthat cametomind,
“It shall be aday of clouds and darkness, but out of the depthswill | bring forth
light.”
From then on | was convinced that our condition would be atrying one.
For some time now | had to attend to my household chores among very
disguieting circumstances, so | did not have the opportunity to recordtheLord's
loving dealings. | enjoyed much experience of thelove of God, evento theextent
at times, whenmy bodily strengthfailed me, that | wascompelledtocry out, “ Stay

Q fter the Day of Prayer | was given a tranquil and confidant state
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me with flagons and comfort me with apples, for | am sick with love.” At other
times the world seemed so unimportant that | cried out, “O Eternal One, come
quickly! Othat | werewithyou! | pant for you with unquenchabledesire.” At the
same time | was aware that the beginning of heaven isto serve God.

My attendance at public worship services in the house of God brought me
great blessings, astheL ordwasin histemple. Theservantsof theL ord a so hel ped
meinmy joy. Noreligiousservice | took part in went without it being ablessing
tome. Theservantsof theL ord, Rev. Temmink, deBruyn, SchutteandduMarchie
werea soinstrumental indirecting, guiding and building meup. | experienced as
many blessings of the covenant under their servicesasmy finite soul was ableto
receive. But the thousand pieces of silver are dueto the true Solomon, thedivine
Saviour, and the two hundred are for the keepers of my Lord’ s vineyard.

At thesametime, however, | lived under the sense of abody of sin and death.
| continually found alaw at work in my members, contending against the law of
my mind, bringing me, asit were, in captivity to sin. This caused metoliveina
holy fear, whilecontinually fleeingto Christ asmy only helper against sin. But my
gracious Redeemer helped me to do battle. Through him | trust that once | shall
overcome and will not fail while being engaged in the conflict here. The Lord
Jesus, the Prince of the Lord’ s hosts, upon whom iswritten “King of Kingsand
Lord of Lords’ iswith me and for me. Hispromiseis, “I will be with you to the
end of theworld.” Upon that | dare venture my all. The Lord will do even so.

April 9, 1747 - Our security in Christ

It was the Lord's day. In the morning | was under the preaching

of Christ’s servant, Rev. Boscoop. His subject was from Rev. 14:1,
“And | looked, and, o, aLamb stood on the mount Zion, and with him ahundred
forty and four thousand, having his Father’ s name written on their foreheads.”
Right from the beginning the service brought a blessing to my soul. Before the
prayer the preacher began hisremarkswith these preciouswords of the covenant,
“Mountains may depart, and hills be removed, but my loving kindness shall not
depart from you, neither shall the peace of my covenant be removed, says the
Lord, who has mercy on you.” He explained that, however firm mountains and
hills may be, when violent storms arise and the ocean tosses up its waves, there
may be aloosening and moving, but that it was altogether different with respect
totheloveof theLord’ scovenant. That will remainto eternity. With that thereis
not even the shadow of turning. In prayer, too, the preacher was blessed with an
especially impressive view of the steadfastness of the blessed state of God's
children in relation to him. The preacher said, “This is to our salvation. Our
security isnot to be found in our condition. It isnot found in our experience, but
has for its basis the divine, eternal, all-sufficient and continually effective
righteousness and certainty of the Lord Jesus, the Son of God, and his prevailing

On the 9th of April my dear and divine Redeemer was good to me.
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intercession.” My heart said, “Amen, this is my salvation,” and my soul felt
strengthened. My heart waswarmed during thewhole sermon, and | had avision
of the blessed state of privilege, in that |, too, stood with the Lamb upon Mount
Zion, being the church militant on earth, and that his Father’ s name was written
onmy forehead. | wasinwardly movedas| considered thispreciousand privileged
State.

After | returned home the Lord was close to me and | retired. Again | was
blessed as| communed in Spirit with the blessed Saviour. | also wasled again to
surrender and commit myself entirely to be his. | prayed for more of this Spirit,
so that | may be enabled to better conduct myself as one of his special and
consecrated people.

Inadequacy and fear

and had a clear vision of my heart’s abominations, so that | was

led to despise myself and say, “It only isby gracethat | am what | am.
Thereisnot onesinof whichtherootsarenotinmy heart.” | found, however, that
throughthisinfinitegracel shareinthefirst fruitsof the Spirit, through aninward
groaning, in expectation of thefulfillment of God’ spromise, that the corruptible
shall put on the incorruptible (I Cor. 15::53-58).

My mind was also much occupied with the desires of Zion, and also much
affected by threatening evils, especially fromthedanger of our enemies, who now
wereso near. Inwardly | could approve, asl| felt Godjustified if heshould giveus
over to destruction, and bring in upon our land that boar out of thewoods, | mean
France, the enemy of God’ s heritage. Y et, God would be righteous! The people
and | had forfeited all right to be exempt from evil. Y et, at the sametime, | found
itin my heart to plead with the Lord to spare us still for hisblessed name’ s sake,
and not to giveusover into their hands. The Lord heard my groaningsand did not
reject my petitions. But | still continued to be distressed at the thought that the
Lord might allow the enemy to enter our Land.

Thefollowing Lord s Day my body was so indisposed that | could not go up
to the house of my God. My heart was quietly preserved. | looked for the Lord to
be pleased to visit me with his prevenient mercy in my quiet retirement. | was
blessed as my condition was quickened and devoutly enabled to dwell upon the
way inwhich the Lord had led me. My heart was moved to give abundant thanks
for all thewonders of faithfulness shownto me. | wasconstrained to say, “Truly,
God isgood to Israel indeed.”

“Mijn Godt voedt mij als mijn herder, gepressen.

en laat mij geenes dings behoefvelijk weezen.”

(old Dutch from Ps. 23 rhymed)

“The Lord, as a shepherd feeds me, praised be he.

| on hisfaithfulnessrely, as all my wants he will supply.”

A Il during the week | labored under a deep sense of the body of sin,
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The experience of so many displays of the divinefaithfulnessstirred hopein
me. Again | wasmoved toyield myself unreservedly to the Lord, to hisguidance
and control. But while | was happily engaged in this manner, the following
thought came to mind. Suppose that | should be placed somewhere else, away
from my family and friends, by the Lord, who would, of course, be with me and
lead me. It cametomewithsuchforcethat | could not disregardit. But | felt greatly
disinclined, and my heart was much against it. Then it was called to my attention
that | just had renewed my commitment, which so often | had made, to follow the
Lamb wherever hewould lead. The question came up whether | had retreated and
would not do thisfor the Lord. All | could say was, “Oh no, | haveentirely given
myself to the Lord without reservations.” Then | became ashamed and there was
asudden change of heart as ever had been. | now was collected and submissive.
| also could say again, “Father, your way isgood and | want no other. Deal with
me according to your counsel, your covenant and holy will. If | resent following
you, inclinemy will, and make melike achild who holdsits peace. Judge me not
by my sinful inclinations, but by your good pleasure.” My heart was brought into
such ahappy mood, being so entirely united with the Lord in such astate of filial
trust, that | was permitted to confide and yield myself completely to my Father’s
sovereigndispensations. Now | could say withtruly childliketrust, “Dowhat you
will, but I say ‘Amen.” What more do | desire than becoming your child and
creature.” | was saved from running ahead of providence and said to God, “I am
unableto take charge. | will not search your ways but hereafter it will be clear to
me. Nor do | ask for light regarding the way in which it shall cometo pass. This
isnot themoment and thetimeinwhichthisistobemademanifest. | will not tempt
you. Indeed, itismy salvation to be permitted to wait upon you. But, Father, your
helpless child asks for grace from you to be kept near you. And when in your
providenceyouwill point out ways, | ask that | thenmay beblessedtofollow you.”
Eventhough God’ swaysmight bedark and deep, | wouldwillingly walk inthem.
| now wasin the mood to thank the Lord for this happy state. | aso believed that
this was to prepare me for the future, already given to me because of the
intercessions of my divine High Priest, Christ.

This day my heart was directed in peaceful contemplation to God, while |
remained alive and much absorbed in reflection. | sang and prayed off and onand
poured out my soul in thanksgiving. | received the precious promises of the
covenant and was much allowed to plead for our land, which future seemed to be
getting darker day by day, astheenemy began moreclearly to show that they were
plotting against us. My heart continued in earnest prayer to the Lord. They were
now laying siegeto Sluysin Flandersand making incursioninto Cadsandt. When
| heard this, it affected me much. | could justify the Lord in hisdealings only as
| realized my guilt, but it also stirred meto pray for Zion. O, that the Lord would
turn the counsel of Ahithophel to foolishness and be a source of fire to his poor
church. | was preserved in the faith that the Lord would not entirely forsake us,
asl| had adeep senseof thesufferingsof theL ord’ speopleand servantsinthat part
of the church where the enemies now were, since we know from experience that
themerciesof thewicked arecruel. | felt deeply, that our authoritiesnow needed
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adoublemeasure of wisdom and courageinorder toremainfaithful to churchand
country. My heart was stirred to pray earnestly for them, in particular that they
might put aside all personal interests, and uprightly and unitedly aim after the
promotion of the public good. It upset me exceedingly that so much was said
against them. I continually hadtosay, “Lord, itismy fault aswell that you deprive
them of wisdom, if al they say of themistrue, because| prayed solittlefor them,
for it isonly through you alone that kings rule and princes administer justice.

Spiritual conflict

Bruyn on the following Lord’s Day, but | slept too long and so
was prevented from going. | wassorry, however, as| would haveliked
muchtobethere. Y e, afterward | could seethat it wasthe L ord’ spurposeto bless
mein private. So, when | went beforethe Lord, | could not first pray for myself,
asthe needs of the church and country lay so heavily upon my heart. But whilel
tried to present those needs to the L ord, my hands weakened because the enemy
of those who pray wrought so powerfully upon me, and God dishonors unbelief.
| had to admit that the sins of the country and the forfeiture of all sparing mercy
rose up beforeme, and | was compelled to say that nothing remains, but that God
isarefugeintheday of trouble. But unbelief said, “No, thereisno appearance of
any divineinterposition; al isbeyond hope; all your mourning and prayer isfor
nothing, it will lead to nothing.” Faith and unbelief fought together. | had to
acknowledgethat | hadforfeitedtheprivilegeof prayingandthat it would beright
if the Lord should not regard my sighs. Indeed, | felt that my sinning against holy
things would justify God in giving us over. | could however, not give up the
conflict. I wanted to fall at the feet of my Judge and beg for grace. | cried out
against unbelief and said, “ O, no, enemy, itisnot beyond hope; theLord livesand
isalwaysfound to be our strengthiinthe day of distress. At thesametimel called
upon God to confirm my faith. Then the Lord helped me. | obtained an open way
to present myself to him, and out of the depths| cried to the Lord to be gracious
to usand manifest hismercy to us. TheLord, whoisgood to those who wait upon
him, brought back to my mind the promises which | had previously received of
our Lord. Then | was enabled to continue my pleading and, asit were, bind the
Lord to hisown promises. My heart was much moved by thesewords, “Haveyou
not known, have you not heard that the L ord, the Creator of the ends of the earth,
neither faints nor isweary.” Thereis no searching of his understanding.
Through these words my faithful Saviour seemed to say to me, “Do you not
know? Is the experience of my faithfulness so strange a thing to you? Have you
not had frequent signs of it? Have | ever been found unfaithful to my word?Has
onewordreturnedvoidor fallentotheground, togiveyoureasonfor distrust?Y ou
surely know that | am he?’
My soul said, “Y es, my gracious Redeemer, | am persuaded that you are he
who you will be. My experience of it has been repeated over and again on my

On Saturday it was my intent to attend the services of the Rev. de
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pilgrimage, both in body and soul.”

“Furthermore, have you not heard from all my people! Must not all of my
childrentestify that | amnot‘ yesandno’ but ‘ yesand amen? What confirmations
of this does not each one of them have on hisway?’

| was constrained to say, “Itisso Lord, | have often heard from your people
that you are full of grace and truth.”

ThentheLord said to me, “Y ou know that | am the Creator of the ends of the
earth who neither faints nor am weary.”

By this| was taught that he was neither powerless nor without any meansto
accomplish the words and promises of his covenant.

“But you will say that my providence seemsto contradict my promises,” said
theLord, “but thereisno searching of my understanding. Afterwards| will make
my wisdom manifest inwhat | do. However dark thingsmay seem, yet, wait upon
the Lord. Be strong. He will strengthen your heart; yes, wait upon the Lord.”

My faith was much strengthened, and | was stirred in my endeavorsin behal f
of church and country. | was constrained to say, “Faith needs no support of
appearances. Itismy privilegetowait uponyou, and on your assurancel darerest
my all; you will bring it to pass.”

My faith did not loosenitsgrip onthe Lord, and | did not cease my wrestling
for country and church. | was now encouraged to believethat the L ord would not
disregard the sighs of the needy, asthese wordswere continually upon my mind,
“There shall be agreat deliverancein Isragl.”

The new song

oday | was helped much while praying. In the evening | attended

services under Rev. Boscoop. While going to church my heart was

tender and sensitiveto thefact of my privilegein goingupin peacetothe

house of the L ord asthe gates of the sanctuary still were open and that the shouts

of soldierswere not in our streets while the piousin other places were groaning

because of their enemies. My heart was broken under the kind and saving mercy

of theLord. My soul criedto God for grace, for my brothersand sisterswho were
denied the privilege | enjoyed.

The text of Rev. Boscoop this time was Rev. 14:2,3. | was blessed by this
ministration, and my faith was strengthened frominsight into the new song. | was
filled with holy awe at my blessed condition of being redeemed from the earth,
and so was enabled to learn the new song. In my thoughts | was drawn to the
everlasting state, where, with complete commitment, | was enabled to sing and
understand the new song. But | also earnestly desired that | may the better glorify
God in body and spirit, since both were purchased at the precious price of the
blood of the spotless Lamb.

On Monday | had agood day for my soul. The presence of God so impressed
methat | decreasedintototal insignificance, becauseof my visionof hisgreatness.
The Lord wasgood to me, hiswretched one, as he caused me experientialy to be
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aware of his presence. | freely approached the throne of grace for country and
church and was encouraged in constant expectation that God would makeit well
with Zion.

The Lord's presence in the conventicle

strongly drawn to the Lord. Our dangers weighed heavily upon
my heart, although | could only say, “The Lord is my rock and
righteousness, infinitely just in al hisways.”

While going to the house of my female friend in the afternoon, where our
meeting was scheduled, | was much affected by the hard-heartedness of our
people, and | wasforcedto say, “ Evenif the Lord should makeuslike Sodom, all
we could say isthat wewould have deserved it.” Then | willingly confessed that
hiswayswould even then be goodnessand truth. Y et, | continuedto sighand cry,
“O, our God, for your name’ s sake, give us not over into the hand of the enemy
of your heritage.” Also thesewordswereimpressed upon my mind, “Y ou arethe
salt of the earth; pray then, for the peace of Jerusalem for they who love you shall
prosper.” | was greatly quickened in making supplication to my judge. Though |
was much aware of my profound guilt, I was not inclined to hide my own
unrighteousness, but wished to have the deepest recesses of my heart exposed to
view, as| realized my guilt.

The Lord was present with usin our gathering. We had an awareness of the
condition of Zion and the country. My female friend enjoyed much help while
leading in prayer and had agood insight into the general and particular need. She
obviously wasunder thevisibleinfluence of the Spirit of grace and supplication.

After our prayers, wecontinued to bewith each other inablessed way, aseach
member served as a means of inspiration and encouragement for the others. We
were each other’s eyes. Our friend who was to pray next was unable to do so
becauseof bodily indisposition. When asked, | dared not decline, but assumedthe
privilege in the strength of Christ to place myself and my female friends on the
road of blessing. | called for the 12th Psalm. While we sang it my spirit was
tenderly touched and | received atrusting assurance that the Lord would give his
agreement. My precious Redeemer was compassionately kind to me, theleast of
all saints, whoissounfaithful and soremoved fromwhat sheshouldbe. Thisfilled
my mouth with reasons on behalf of distressed Zion, and also enabled me to
protest against our enemy France with all its Ahithophel counsels. | was greatly
astonished at this.

Weall committed ourselvesto continuein prayer for country and church, as
we sought to be supplied with grace and encouraged to perseverein the days of
distress. We heartily renewed our choice to cleave to the Lord with purpose of
heart, and persevere in our supplications to our blessed King. | was fully
persuaded that the help we experienced was the fruit of the Saviour’s effectual

On Tuesday, my regular day for fasting and prayer, my heart was
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intercession, and that our petition would not be rejected.

News of defeat in battle

in Flanders had been taken by the French. My friend and | were
greatly startled, but the Lord kept me from unbelief and discourage-
ment, and my thoughts were drawn to the words, “ There is no searching for his
understanding; therefore, wait upon the Lord and be strong.” | also tried to
encouragemy friendtoremain strongintrusting theLord, inwhose hel pwehope.

On Wednesday, the Lord was especially kind to me, as he upheld my body of
sin and death and | enjoyed much comfort concerning Zion and our distressed
fatherland, while | continued to ook in quiet expectation to God for help in our
distress.

Thefollowing day | deeply sensed the afflictions of Zion in the placeswhere
now the enemy was. Their afflictions were my afflictions. | was full of anguish
as| read in the Courier of the barbarous and vile treatment at the hands of the
French. It stirred meall the moreto protest against them at the throne, and to beg
for righteous vengeance on that Assyrian and oppressor. A word of encourage-
ment from Psalm 12:5 cameto me, “ Because the poor are despoiled, becausethe
needy groan, | will now arise,” saysthe Lord. “I will place him in the safety for
which helongs.” This cheered me greatly.

A s we went home we heard it announced in the streets that Sluys

The Prince of Orange chosen as leader

blessed conversation, and were stirred to reflect upon the won
ders of the divine faithfulness towards us. While | was there, we
received the unexpected news that the province of Zeeland had on the previous
Tuesday, being April 25th, (1747) chosen his Highness the Prince of Orange,
Stadtholder, Admiral, and Captain General. Thisnewswasan occasionfor joy to
me. Although this was of great satisfaction to me, | was, at the same time,
conscious of the desire to be preserved from placing our dependence in man
instead of in God. Y et, immediately the prayer arose in my mind, that the Lord
would employ this Prince asadeliverer of the so greatly distressed Netherlands,
just asheformerly had donewith hisfathers. | wasaware of thewhol eheartedlove
| had for HisHighness, ever since and in particular when | had become a subject
of Christ. With great fervor did my prayer ariseanew to God for HisHighness, as
| asked that thislast branch of the blessed stem of the House of Orange, theshield
of the earth, bethe Lord's.
On the days following, we heard that it was the general desire through the
whole of Holland aswell, to request the authoritiesto elect theillustrious Prince

During the afternoon | visited a female friend in Christ. We had a
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of Orangeto the same honorable position. | desired fervently that the Lord would
preserve us from internal upheaval, and incline the authorities to this desirable
choice. How wiseand lovely did God’ sway appear to me, in leading the general
mind to a counselor and solicitor for the accomplishment of his eternal, wise
counsel and good appointment. | was deeply led to experience that “thereis no
searching of his understanding” in that so many, being aware of the dangerous
situation of our land, had their thoughts turned to raising from the dust this
blessed, butinmany respects, depressed shoot of theHouse of Orange, evenwhile
also many were at the same time disinclined to this course and even openly
opposed to it. God was showing that now was the time to execute his holy
purposes and turn the hearts of the opposers, likeriversof water, to do what was
pleasing to him. Daily more cities were heard from who had proclaimed His
Highnesstothistask andthejoy of the peopleasdescribedinthepublic pamphl ets
could not be read but with moistened eyes. My soul, too, was deeply affected, as
| felt the profoundest satisfaction in this long-hoped-for choice. | continualy
prayed that the Lord would further bend the hearts of our rulers to acquiesce.

Confidence through communion

take place on the next Lord's Day. All through the week | looked

forward to its observance. On Saturday | attended the preparatory service
under Rev. Mr. Boscoop. His subject matter was Rev. 14, part of verse 4: “Itis
thesewho have not defiled themsel veswith women, for they arechaste. It isthese
who follow the Lamb wherever he goes.” Hisintroduction was from Gen. 2:24:
“Thereforeaman | eaveshisfather and hismother and cleavesto hiswife, andthey
becomeoneflesh.” It wasabeneficial sermon for me. Mr. Boscoop showed that,
as it is with marriage, so it is aso with Christ and his church. Christ, the
bridegroom of hischurch, also speaksto hisbride and says, “Listen, O daughter,
forget your peopleandyour father’ shouse, TheKinggreatly desiresyour beauty.
Heisyour Lord. Worship him.” Thetruebride of Christ isalsowilling to follow
theLambwherever hegoes. It humbled meto hear himexplainwhat itistofollow
the Lamb. It was undeniable that, through grace, these things were in my heart,
but it waslamentableaswell that inreality | had asyet attained tothemin sosmall
measure. | felt an ardent desire to be more entirely the Lord’s, and to follow the
Lamb, wheresoever hewent. | truly experienced thesethingsat times, but | wished
them to be more abiding. | desired to say so to God, and as Christ was my Lord,
toworship him, aiming for higher degrees of sanctifying graceand inthe spirit of
atruevirginto love Christ more tenderly and unreservedly asthe husband of his
church. Thiswas the resolve of my heart after that exalted service. | wished for
the aid of the Spirit to enable me to mortify my membersin the flesh.

Sabbath morning | awoke with adeep sense of being divinely blessed. I tried
anew and without reserve, to surrender myself to Christ, as| again committed all

I greatly rejoiced that the administration of the Lord’'s Supper was to
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thefaculties of my heart and soul to my dear friend and Saviour Jesus. Trustfully
| turned to hisblood with all my unfaithfulnessand sin, sincel last observed the
Lord’ sSupper. Asl cast myself wholly onhim, | appreciated hisrighteousnessas
theonly garmentinwhich | could find acceptance before God. As| wasdressing,
| desired to be like a chaste virgin, most pleasing to Christ the husband. In my
expectations | was directed to the fulness of the covenant’s grace, as without
Christ | felt that | could do nothing.

Then | attended the ministrations of the Rev. Mr. Schelluynen. | was deeply
impressed withtheloving kindnessof God, asheallowed metoliveinthisgoodly
land, affording methe opportunity of going upto hissanctuary, eventhoughthese
blessings had been altogether forfeited. As | entered the church and the table
caught my eyes, my soul exclaimed, “Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of my enemies; no, in the very sight of the foe.”

The preacher was enabled to adapt his speech to my feelings. His remarks
beforeprayer wereonthewords, “I1tisin our heartsthat we make acovenant with
the God of our fathers.” My soul said, “Yes, | will heartily do so,” as anew |
formally pledged myself to the Lord. The subject matter of the sermon was as
muchinaccordancewithmy feelings. It concerned Psalm 25:3: “Y ea, let nonethat
wait for thee be put to shame.” Theintroduction emphasized, that of al the names
borne of God, none is more specific than that of arock. The Lord was present
under this means of grace. His servant exhibited much zeal in hiswork, and my
faithwasso strengthened that all my difficultiesvanished. | unreservedly desired
to entrust all thingsto my compassionate Redeemer and so | et the whole weight
of my salvation, my destiny and all the circumstances of my life, rest and remain
with him and the everlasting covenant with all things, so well ordered and sure.
Inthisisall my salvationand desire. | firmly believed that never should | bemade
ashamed in my hope.

When the preacher left the pulpit he announced Psalm 130:3,4 (rhymed)
which stanzas | sang with much animation, as | again was heartily enabled to
commit myself to the Lord and hisservice as| experienced atender, filial desire
to be enabled to be faithful.

| also had a strong and childlike desire for the good of Zion and our country.
| longed for asensibletokenfor thegood of both. So | expressed my desireto God
in the company of the people to bind him in covenant to us through this exalted
observance. Asmy dear and faithful Redeemer permitted me, thisworthlessclay,
to present many requeststo him for Zion and the land, while | continued to look
for some encouraging word, these were impressed upon my mind, “Y ou are my
witnessesthat | am God.” My dear Redeemer asked meif that were not enough
to venture all things upon. Thisfilled me with shame, and | had to exclaim, “ O,
how great acondescension to make such unfaithful dust to witnessthat the Lord
iIsGod.” Such was the acknowledgement | was obliged to make. And the Lord
said, “Sincel am God, you may build upon the promise of my covenant. Though
all be darkness, | till am God amighty.”

It isbeyond my power to express with what confidence of faith and enlarge-
ment of soul | wasblessed as| partook of the elements. As| now fully trusted my
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Redeemer’ sfaithfulness, | cast myself upontheL ord and hadintimatefellowship
with my divine head, together with all members on earth as well as with those
glorified above. | fully believed that the Lord would not depart from our country
and entertained the assurance that he would open away to deliver us, may it be
ever so deep. At that moment the preacher announcedin conclusionthelast verse
of the Lord’ s prayer:

Amen, that’ s the Saviour’ s name! Heisthe faithful, true Amen.

| was enabled to sing this with much feeling.

Afterwards, as| retired, the Lord wasstill near me. My spirit was so enriched
that | felt pressed to sing and give thanks. | sang Psalms 31:19; 33:10, 11; 36:1,
2, 3(rhymed), and the second stanza of the ten commandmentsin meter. | had a
blessed time.

Inthe evening, | had again the privilege of going up to the house of God. The
Rev. Mr. Boscoop preached. He now concluded his discourse on Revelation 14,
takingfor histextthelatter part of the4th, together withthe5thverse: “ Thesehave
been redeemed from mankind asthefirst fruitsfor God and the Lamb, andintheir
mouth no lie was found, for they are spotless.” The introduction was from the
Song of Solomon 6:8,9. Herethe Lord waited again on me with hisgrace and he
disclosed to me my unmerited privilege and blessedness. At times | had much to
do to restrain my feelings, so clear and impressive was the view | had of my
blessed relation to God, as | thought of his exalted purchase. The preacher was
much assisted in the service and exhibited much animation. My body tired. O,
how finite | am; how little able to comprehend the covenant love of God! There
isarest waiting for the people of God.

God'’s unsearchable ways in the national election

aly strengthened for every duty and was allowed to look to God

in faith for church and country, especialy under the present circum-
stances, as concerning the election of His Highness, the Prince of Orange. My
heart went out to God in prayer, that he may incline our authoritiesto yield their
assent, in order that the Confederation might be preserved. | also felt some
assurance that the Lord would incline them to this desirable course.

Inthemeantimewekept hearing frommany placeswhichhad declaredfor His
Highness, and in our Amsterdam the general consensus was for him as well.

In the evening | engaged in prayer with some pious people.

On Tuesday morning we heard to our surprise that His Highness would be
proclaimed as Stadtholder, Admiral and Captain-General from the State House.
It seemed likeadreamto me, because | wasaware how much somewere opposed
toit. | adored God, who showed the truth of hiswords, “My counsel shall stand,
and | will domy pleasure.” Hiswaysare unsearchable. Besides my astonishment
and delight, that His Highness was to be proclaimed, | also perceived it as a

On Monday too | experienced the goodness of God. | felt continu
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blessing granted by God to meand hischurchindistress. Wordscould not express
the warmth and affection | felt for His Highness. The Lord bound me in
attachment to the Prince, asit were, and inclined me most fervently to pray for
him. O, that God would makehim likeZerubbabel, asaseal on hisright hand, and
pour out upon him the most precious blessings of his grace. | could not cease
praying for him.

Throughout the day | was filled with wonder at God’s unsearchable and
exated ways, and was prompted to say continualy, “It isthe Lord’ s doing, and
itismarvelousin my eyes.” Yes, from whatever point of view | looked at it, it
continued to appear wonderful. | felt much causefor rejoicingin heart inwhat the
Lord had done, and | exalted inthework of hishands. Inthe course of eight days,
thewhol e of the seven provincesunanimously declared for hisHighness, Zeeland
havingdonesofirston April 25, while Amsterdam (North Holland) did soonMay
3. O, adorable counsal displaying nothing but divine wisdom! The joy of the
people was generally so great that no pen can describeit.

Mid-day was my time for prayer with my female friends, who shared in my
surpriseand joy aswell. We expressed the exultation of our feelingsat what God
had done and proceeded to sing Psalm 100 (rhymed). The L ord assisted us much
in prayer as we presented him with our thanks for the surprising change in the
public mind, and asked our compassionate God for further approval. We also
asked for all necessary gracefor HisHighness, for wisdom, light and guidancein
his responsible position, and further committed him to the preserving care of
God's protection against the snares of his enemies. We concluded by singing
Psalm 66:1,2,4 and 10 (rhymed.)

The word of God on aday of rejoicing

much peace. Much of my time was spent in thoughts for Zion
and our land. | found much freedom in prayer for His Highness, our
greatly beloved Stadtholder.

In the evening | was privileged to go up to the House of the Lord for prayer,
under the ministry of my tenderly loved father in Christ, Rev. Mr. Temmink. My
heart went out to God for him, because | knew how much he was in need of
assistance. He remarked that on account of the sudden and unexpected nature of
thiswonderful occurrence, it had not beenin hispower to adapt hissubject to the
circumstances. So far he had been engaged in exposition. For his text of the
moment he had chosen Luke 7:44-47. As soon as he appeared in the pulpit, he
began exhorting the people of God to recognize thislaudable event. He also felt
constrainedto say that it waswonderful inhiseyes. Intheprayer beforethesermon
he made fervent supplication for His Highness, begging God to endow him with
all needful grace; to be with him as he had been with hisfather, and make him a
second Gideon to deliver the people out of the hands of the Midianites. My soul

On Wednesday | received a blessed time for my soul, as | enjoyed
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responded to say, “Amen,” and united with him in prayer in tenderness of spirit.
The preacher entered into the spirit of his text, although he treated it briefly in
order to reserve time for remarks suitable to circumstances at the end. He
especially made an impression in showing from verse 47 that love is a conse-
guence of the forgiveness of sins. His remarks were also aimed to shame the
peopleof God for leaving their first love, reminding them that not only werethey
firstforgiven, but wereasyet daily forgiven so much. | felt deeply ashamed of my
ownlack of love. My heart’ slanguagewas, “ O, that thelove of Christ might more
forcefully constrain me to love him in return. The preacher’s remarks in
conclusion concerning the circumstances were surprising and excellent. He
showed hisheartfelt satisfaction with what had transpired, and strongly urged the
people of God to continue with their supplications for the Lord’ s presence with
His Highness.

After the service the streets were so crowded that it was difficult to pass
through them. The peopl e srejoicing was great. It reminded me of the crowning
of Solomon, whenitwassaid, “ Thenoiseinthecity was such that the earth rent.”
So it was here. 1, too, rejoiced greatly with all the pious and | prayed for His
Highness while | continued homeward.

For several daysin succession my soul had a blessed season. | was enabled
tohaveafilial confidencein God; | enjoyed much of thedivinepresenceinsecret,
and labored muchin prayer for our beloved Stadtholder. Indeed, by day and night
my heart was drawn to God in prayer for HisHighness. Several timesas| woke,
| feltimpelledto pray for the Prince, and with such help, that | wasunableto cease.
| also had adeep impression of the need of that beloved Princein so evil aday as
this. But | wascheered by thesewords, “ God who hascalled himisfaithful.” This
gave me the motive to persevered in my prayers for His Highness.

The reign of God and the arrival of the Prince

much in secret with the Lord Jesus and felt sweetly assured that |
belonged to my Beloved and that his desire was for me.

Inthe afternoon | waited on theministry of Christ’ sworthy servant, Rev. Mr.
Temmink. As | went to church, my mind was exercised as | saw the orange
cockades and ribbons that people wore as atoken of their regard for our Prince.
| felt both jealous and ashamed as | saw the readiness with which the people
assumed a badge as token of their respect for an earthly Prince, while | made so
light an exhibition of my regard for Christ. It caused meto pray earnestly for the
sanctifying grace of the Spirit.

Mr. Temmink’s discourse on the Catechism at this time was on the 19th
Lord sDay, 50, 51, 52, 99. Thiswas a great means of blessed grace for me, and
the preacher was agreat source of my joy. | was so strengthened and my hopein
God was so confirmed, that | could overlook all difficulties of toil, dangers, the

This Sabbath was a blessed day for me. In the evening | communed
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might of foesand all sorrowswith uplifted head, because my precious Lord was
at the right hand of the Father, and that for my benefit. This glorious state was
meant to accomplish the purposes on my behalf, as his coming to the judgment
seat could only befor my comfort and support, as| expected thevery same person
tobemy judgefrom heaven, who earlier had presented himself beforethetribunal
of God on my behalf. How compassionate then must that judgment be! My soul
said, “1 know that my Redeemer lives, and that he shall stand at thelatter day upon
the earth and my eyes shall behold him and not another. My veins are consumed
with longing within me.”

For several days | earnestly desired to conversein heaven. This poor earth
only seemed to me to be but the earth, and | wished my heart to be where my
treasure was. | much shared the spirit of prayer as| had easy accessin behalf of
Zionwhilel wascloseted, especially in behalf of the piousunder thefoe' spower.
For the country, too, | took much freedom to pray. | continually felt the force of
theexhortation that says, “ Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that
lovethee.” Inaspecial way did | continueto pray in behalf of HisHighness our
Stadtholder who was expected to be with us any day now.

It was now Thursday, May 11th and Ascension Day. News came that His
Highnesswould arrive that morning. My heart sang and sighed to God Psalm 24
(rhymed).

That morning | continued in supplication for His Highness while at about
11:30 the frequent discharge of ordnance was heard and the bells began to ring.
My heart stirred within me, and my very body wasaffected. | thanked theL ord for
the happy arrival of our Prince, and that he had been safely brought to usover the
mighty waters. My heart said, “Thy help be in the name of the Lord who made
heaven and earth, who keepstruth forever; and the Lord be the sword of thy help
and the shield of thy excellency.” | was prompted to invoke the choicest and
dearest blessings of grace upon His Highness.

Inthe afternoon | went to church and attended servicesunder Rev. Temmink.
Thestreetswerecrowded with peopleontheir way to seethePrince. Wemet many
of hiscarriagesand retainers. It affected me so, that | had to step aside and praise
the ways of God. My soul said, “O Lord, my compassionate God, al this
preparation is for the purpose of providing a sure refuge as our leader who is
willing to consecrate hisall tothe promotion of theinterest of country and church.
For it was aremarkable proof of the praise-worthy interposition of God, that on
the very day that His Highness was chosen Stadtholder in Zeeland, he had been
led to address aletter to the Estates of Zeeland, in which he proffered his person
and substancefor the promotion of theinterest of freedomand religion. Theletter
wasdated onthevery day, namely April 25, at L eeuwarden, on which day hewas
proclaimed aspecial token of the Lord’ shand inthe matter. My heart was deeply
affected by God'sloving care for Zion and our sinful country.

Rev. Temmink’ s subject wasthe usual onefor thetime of theyear from Acts
1:10,11. Preacher and Spirit were much at one, and my soul was greatly stirred.
The preacher interceded greatly for HisHighnessin his prayers.

In the evening the whol e city wasilluminated and the joy was indescribable.
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Theworldly mirth saddened meas| found my joy intheL ord. But thehand of God
was also and especialy to be recognized in the fact that, in spite of the
extraordinary nature of the demonstrations, not an accident occurred, nor were
there any marked improprieties.

Anguish of spirit

enjoyed sensible fellowship with my dear Saviour, and was con
tinually stirredto pray, evento proffer myself to the L ord to continue upon
the earth that | might continue to pray for country and church.

But | also experienced the continual assaults of the adversary, so that my
retirement, whichindeed wasabl essing to me, wasal so aplaceof conflict, during
which | was attacked by the fiery darts of the evil one, as | was afflicted with
suggestions of atheism, which caused me to say to the enemy, “Y ou come as a
devil and | protest against your suggestions. My faith desiresto adore that which
you dispute with the low and carnal conceptions of God which you seek to plant
within my breast so asto hinder mein prayer.” | had to make a great effort not
todwell uponthesubject, andwasforcefully ledto say tomyself, that toknow God
aright, isthe result of grace.

| was in much anguish of spirit as| retired. But this confirmed me in my
convictionthat | could regard myself, not asachild, but an an enemy of thedevil.
| also received specia help from Christ against his devices.

Thentheadversary begantowork powerfully on my body of sin, sothat when
alone, my foeswithin me bestirred themselves, so that | had to ask, “ From where
do these things come? And what abominations are these within my heart? They
arelegion; they are many.” But in spite of all, the enemy did not get hisway, as
by his assaults | was driven to my divine helper Christ and experienced such
reasonabl e assistance that | had to say, “Hell and devil worked for good to me.”
It also rendered me more prayerful, and brought me love and mercy through the
experience of the Lord’ s compassionate covenant.

As| awoke on the morning of the following Lord' s Day, | was exceedingly
humbled as| thought of my brothersand sistersin Christ who now werein bonds
and in the power of our enemies, whilel awoke in peace upon my couch, andin
aland where Zion’ s ways were not mourned because none came to her solemn
feast. For me the gates of the sanctuary were open, and | was free to enter them.
| opened my heart to the Spirit’'s teachings and was enabled to put myself in
readiness for whatever might be ahead of me. | left to attend the ministry of
Christ’ sworthy servant, Rev. Mr. Boscoop.

Asl took my seat, | felt an earnest desiretolisten, knowing by experiencethat
thisisof theLord. But | especially longed to hear the Father’ sword asthe subject
wasfromHebrews9:27,28: “ And asit isappointed unto men oncetodie, but after
thisthe judgment, so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto
themthat |ook for him shall heappear the second timewithout sinunto salvation.”

For the rest of the week | experienced an exceedingly good time. |
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Thiswas a great blessing to me from beginning to end. It was a source of high
rejoicinginthe Spirit for me, that it was appointed to me onceto dieand after that
to undergo the judgment, because Christ having been offered for me, had taken
away all my sins and completely robbed death of its stings. So | should see him
the second time without sin, asthrough grace | was numbered among those who
looked to their Redeemer for salvation. How greatly was my soul affected by the
Saviour’ spreeminent loveinfreeing mefromthepower of deathand sinandfrom
thelaw’ scondemnation whichisthepower of sin. | hadtoexclaim, “ O, how great
the blessedness of living in the sure and joyful expectation of once seeing Christ
without sin, whileyet | haveto copewith abody of sinand death. * Wretched man
that | am!” But how short of conflict; how light the affliction.” It seemed that this
vehicle of grace enabled and inclined me once more, courageously and with joy
to pursue anew my Christian journey. | could surmount all difficulties. My soul
said, “O, the way is growing shorter. My blessedness is to rejoice in what
worldlingsdread, when| die. | shall behold my Redeemer without sin. What arare
sight that will be! Here my soul seesasthrough aglassdarkly, yet even now often
sweet, but thenit will beadiscerningfrom closeby without sin. Theendwill make
up for all inconveniences along the way. But even now, God is not a barren
wildernessto me; and therefore, | shall wait upon him.” The preacher said, “Be
not too anxious for dissolution, for there iswork for you to be done here, while
it isappointed unto you onceto die.” Thereisno doubt about that. My soul said,
“Indeed, | would fain still do something for my Lord upon the earth. May it be so
that | live expectantly and with the heart of astranger and sojourner while having
my conversation in heaven as | look for my Saviour. | was greatly strengthened
during this service, as the preacher was led to speak in specia adaptation to my
case. It cameasamessage from my Father’ shouse, and | learned of the greatness
of the goodness that was laid up for me. And also about what would happen
hereafter. | said, “Thejourney will cometo anend.” And | sought to encourage
the pious to commit their way to the Lord.

Then | spent profitabletimewhile closeted, and | was enabled to give myself
to the Lord and his guidance and to be wholly his.

In the evening | had the pleasure of going to the house of God and attending
theministrationsof Rev. Mr. deBruyn. Hetook all of Psalm 21, and hisdiscourse
greatly animated the L ord’ s peopl e as he encouraged them to entrust themselves
wholly totheir King, and assured themthat hewould providefor them and destroy
their enemies, turning them back as he will make ready his arrows against them.
The preacher applied the whole Psalm to the Lord Jesus, the great King of his
church, to the exclusion of David. He made precious remarks which served
greatly to encourage and cheer my mind regarding the Lord.

Perseverance in prayer

On Monday, | still had a very profitable time. My mind was
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occupied with prayer for myself, our household and for God's

Zion, as well as for our afflicted country. My spirit was especially
occupied with prayer for hisHighness, our Stadtholder, my heart’ sbeloved, who
about on that day was to take the oath of office in the Hague. How heartily |
entreated God for all the necessary and appropriate grace and help that were
required for the very important position to which he now solemnly pledged
himself. | was deeply impressed with the recorded words of Psalm 29:21-27 and
hoped that they might become true in him. Amidst all my busy occupations, my
heart was still with our Prince. | enjoyed much assistance in every duty and was
permitted to be a witness for Christ. My mind was in a truly happy frame. Mr.
Boscoop’s discourse was a great support to me as | found my adversary
continually lurking about. But theL ordwasonmy sidesothat hisattemptsagainst
me were of no avail.

Inmy privacy that evening | wasenabledto raiseafeeblesigh of thanksgiving
to my gracious God for the fact that my condition was so agreeable and for that
| was so compassionately dealt with and so showered with benefits. The public
prayer meeting that was to begin on the coming Wednesday was much on my
heart, and my soul fervently desired grace and readinessfor our ministersand for
all the pious.

OnTuesday | awokewiththesewordsonmy mind, “ Thou hast kept mineeyes
from tears, and my feet from falling.” My soul said, “Indeed, my gracious
Redeemer, sofar you have helped me, and it isby your gracethat | anwhat | am,
and the experience of your fatherly care encouraged mestill totrustinyou andto
commit myself to your cause, as| am being assured that you will not suffer meto
be moved.”

Aswemeditated upontheway theL ord had dealt with us, theL ord waspresent
inaspecial way during prayers. Weremembered hisgraciousanswersin peculiar
emergencieshboth of thecountry and of the church, both hereand al'soin Scotland.
Thisledusto pledgeourselvesanew to perseverein prayer. Wemuch experienced
the assistance of the Spirit in our devotions, and formally renewed our covenant
responsibilities regarding the supplications for a double measure of the Spirit,
suited to the doublework to which we are called. We earnestly sought of God his
abiding presence and manifest tokens in the outpouring of his Spirit. We were
encouraged to continuein our prayers, and enabled to believethat the Lord would
give ear to the sighs of his servants and people. We sang, among others, some
stanzas from Psalm 31 (rhymed).

On Wednesday the L ord wasgood to mein aspecial way. | was strengthened
to renew my covenant engagements, and to yield myself up to be entirely the
Lord's, as | desired the inward renewing grace of the Spirit, so that, more and
more, | might be made ready before the Lord for the important work of prayer
which now occupied us. | sought strength against the onslaught of sin, and with
God' s servant David, | prayed, “Cleanse me from secret faults.”

All through the day my state was one of faith and reflection and | received
assurance that the Lord would not be displeased with his people's prayers. My
mind dwelt much on certain stanzas from a poem by the late Lodensteyn, that
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connoted the woeful cries of the church of Jesus Christ in faithful prayersto its
Lord, especially with the 27th and following stanzas with their recurring and
believing refrain: “Wewill not let thee go.” Thisalso | could faithfully repeat.

AsalsowasthecasewiththeLord’ sservant publicly. Namely, | went to hear
the Rev. Mr. Schulte. Hetook for the subject of hisdiscoursethewordsof Psalm
50:14,15. TheLordwasinhishouseof prayer, and hisservant wasgreatly hel ped,
both asheintroduced thesubject, andinhisprayers. Many of my privateexercises
were confirmed. I, too, experienced the presence of the Lord, while the speaker
went on at length. | wasespecially encouraged as| considered that thefirst prayer
meeting was so clearly approved of by God. After the exercises| enjoyed much
freedom in supplicating God, who owns the residue of the Spirit.

Also the following day the Lord was very close to me, as to me, his
undeserving one, he freely imparted the Spirit of prayer. | was particularly
impressed with the great outpouring of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost, which
we were to celebrate on the next Sabbath.

Pentecost, 1747 - and the Prince's safe arrival in Zeeland

for the sending of the Spirit, with a more abundantly manifest
outpouring. | was enabled to persevere in my supplications without
being rejected.

Our Princewas at sea at thistime, and on hisway to Zeeland. | had followed
himwith my prayers, but now theadversary distressed meascontinually hemade
me fear that he would be intercepted by the enemy, and that so we would be
disappointed in our expectations. | beganto cry totheLord. | wasignorant of the
fact that | had placed my al on the Prince. But now my expectations continued
to befrom the L ord and waslooking to himonly for help. | could not believe that
so wonderful and divine a procedure, as that regarding our Prince, should be for
naught. | was led further to thank God for his preserving care for His Highness.
In the midst of my cries, these words were powerfully brought to my mind, and
restored my composure, “My hand shall ever abide with him, my arm also shall
strengthen him.” (Psalm 89:21.) | said, “It isenough Father; | entrust himto your
care. You will protect him from al evil.” All concern regarding the subject
vanished from my mind.

Theeventsaccurately corresponded with my expectations, for on Tuesday we
receivedtidingsof hissafearrival in Zeeland. Onthat day wewere much blessed
in our hour of prayer, as we experienced much assistance.

SowealsodidonWednesday inthepublic prayer meeting. Theserviceswere
conducted by Rev. Mr. Kulenkamp. He took as the subject of his discourse Job
11:13,14,“1f yousetyour heartaright, etc....” My heart waswarm, and | wasready
to accompany those who led in prayer.

Thisweek my mind was composed and | was greatly helped in prayer.

On that Lord’s Day, | was enabled to pray with great earnestness



72 The Diary of Dina Van Bergh

A preview of heaven

during the morning | was experientially and believingly led to
aview of thelove and goodness of God and of hisinfinite compassion.
At the sametime| was ashamed for having such alow conception of God, and of
the little knowledge | had of his perfections. | panted after a closer and clearer
acquaintance, and recel ved adeepimpression of thestateof glory, whereit would
begranted to meto beholdtheL ord, closeat hand, so that | might contemplatehis
perfectionsintheface of JesusChrist. O, how encouraging and supportingit was
to me. Then | said with a certain poet:
To see thy face, to praise thy name,
Shall be my long employ. (Tranglation)

It was good for me to draw near to God. Then | heard what was a special
blessing to me from my beloved spiritual father, Rev. Mr. Temmink. It was a
discourseonthe22nd Lord’ sDay of the Catechism, 57,58, theresurrection of the
body and eternal life. The Lord was present, and | would fail, should | attempt to
give any description of this precious discourse. It was permitted to the preacher
to ascend to Pisgah’ stop, and takeaview of thegoodly land, and so | wasblessed
with such aview of heaven, and what waslaid up for methere, that | wasscarcely
abletoendurethesight. | felt powerfully drawn towardsthe heavenly state, while
at thesametimel joyfully desired to servethe purposes of God here below. With
an eye fixed upon my gracious expectations, | was encouraged anew to venture
everything upon God. His mercy endureth forever.

Q nd the following Lord' s Day was a precious one to me. As | retired

The prayers of the righteous

as in al respects | was kindly guided by my heavenly Father. As

| was closeted, | received much of the Spirit of intercession for Zion and
our country and an uncommon measure for our Stadtholder, who was, asit were,
firmly fixed in my heart. God's presence was manifest, both in the public and
private prayer meetings.

OnWednesday | sat under the preaching of Rev. Mr. Phyfers. The subject of
hisdiscoursewasJames5, thelast part of verse 16, “ The prayer of arighteousman
has great power inits effects.” Here, too, | was not left without ablessing. | felt
the desire to be all the more taught of the Spirit, and so qualify as a righteous
person, as | am through the infinite and sovereign grace of Jesus Christ, so asto
offer effectual prayer. However, my mind was affected by theirreverence of the
people, and amid al the commotion my heart arosein prayer to God, asking that
hewould cometowork with power among thevast multitudes, who knew not their

The week following | received much help on my Christian journey,
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right hand fromtheir left, that the excellency of God might affect their hearts, and
they recelveasalutary impression of hispresence. Astheexercisesproceeded, my
composure was restored, so that | could engage in them in adevout manner, and
believingly plead the promises of God, that he would abide with us and arise to
help his church and turn to foolishness the counsels of the enemy. | especially
experienced help in prayer.

But as | was favored this week with pre-eminent tokens of my heavenly
Father’ s compassion, neither my inward nor outward foes were quiet. | found
many sinful feelings stirring within to thwart me. | was in severe conflict, but
through the grace of my loving Guide and King, | was not overcome. | even saw
that my enemies did not attain their end, for the Lord made it work for my good,
as he subdued my spirit of self-dependence, teaching me to live in holy fear,
enabling me to sympathize with others, and teaching me to esteem highly and
acknowledge the grace of God, through which | am, what | am.

Alsoonthefollowing Sabbath | wasnot left without ablessingin my Father’'s
temple. Intheafternoon | attended service by Rev. Mr. Boscoop. His subject was
the 23rd Lord’s Day, 59, 60, 61. My spirit was blessedly quickened under this
precious means of grace, asthe preacher wasimpressively enabled to exhibit that
weighty doctrinein aheartfelt manner, whichisthe pillar of our Christian faith.
Throughout he did this with uncommon ability to my heart’s experience. |
received a clear view of my blessed condition and privilege as one who was
righteous in Christ before God, and heir of eterna life through the imputed
satisfaction, righteousness and holiness of the Lord Jesus, which | had been
enabled to embrace by faith, and which were so imputed to me asif | never had
or committed sin, even as if | had performed the obedience which Christ had
performed for me, without any merit of mine, out of mere sovereign and infinite
grace. How deeply was| affected with joy and astonishment. Constantly | had to
acknowledge my blessed security in the righteousness and holiness of Jesuswho
was the only and eternal foundation and pillar of my salvation. In my own
estimation | dwindledinto nothing asl contemplated my blessed state because my
transgressionswereforgiven and my guilt washed away by atoning blood. It was
my heart’s desire to walk softly before the Lord.

After the service | was in the company of some pious friends. A blessing
accompanied us. Wetalked about theways and dealings of God with usand with
our Zion. We sang songs with animated soul with a sense of being in God’s
presence. One of our worthy ministers, tenderly loved by me, led us in prayer
before we separated. He was favored with great assistance in pleading for Zion
and the country.

That evening, as| returned home, my heart was exceedingly affected by the
frivolity of our people and the public profanation of the Sabbath. | could not but
groan in view of the abominations of the land. | felt that, unless the Lord
interposed for his great name’s sake, and for the remnant of the righteous, we
could not be saved from destruction.
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News of victory by the English navy

of our church and country. At the same time | received much
freedomto pray for them, and continuedin earnest in my supplicationsfor
assistance against our enemies.

Onthat sameday, thethrilling newswasreceived that God had employed the
Englishfleet, under Admiral De Anson, to turn the counsels of our proud foesto
foolishness. The English gained a complete victory over a powerful and richly
laden fleet of the French, which had set out on a secret expedition. That proved
a great deliverance to us. | was greatly humbled under a sense of the Lord's
unmerited favors to us, and | was encouraged to continue to pray that the right
hand of the Lord might do wonderful things, so our enemies might know that the
Lord was God.

On Tuesday, my regular day for fasting and prayer with my beloved female
friends, the Lord was good to me as| retired and as we met with each other. We
pleaded for Zion and our country. And we could not let the Lord go without
blessing us, as we had faith that the Lord would help usin our distress.

The following day | received a deep sense of the dangerous situation

Concern for the Dutch army

close fellowship with him, while | pleaded for myself, for our

church and for our country. | was especially enabled to plead for our
army, which, aswe heard, was now possibly engaged with the enemy. Our defeat
would be such adreadful blow to the church and the country. My heart wasin a
very prayerful mood. | exclaimed, “1 would that the Lord would make bare his
gloriousarm and be our soldiers' helper and the wisdom of our officers.” | could
not stop crying to God.

In the evening | attended a public prayer meeting, conducted by Rev. Mr.
Kulenkamp. When | went my heart was filled with prayer for the servants and
peopleof theLord. | wasmuch affected during themeeting. The preacher took for
the subject of hisremarks Exodus 15:11: “Who islike unto thee, O Lord, among
the gods, etc....” He received much help in the brief exhibition of his subject.
There was evidence of the divine presence during prayer, and a remarkable
stillness came over the assembly. | could heartily agree with what was said, and
also desired to be better enabled by the Spirit to help the peoplein their prayers.

Also the next day my heart wasin avery cam and trusting frame. During the
afternoon | was in the company of some pious friends and was exceedingly
refreshed as we were together with one accord, speaking, singing, praying and
giving thanks.

On Wednesday the Lord was very near to me. | was blessed as | had
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Singing Psalms on atrip to Haarlem

friends to visit a gentleman of my acquaintance beyond Haarlem.

| started out with a strong desire to see and to acknowledge God in
everything. My kind and compassionate Redeemer granted my requests in
abundance. My soul had a blessed day, and | experienced my Lord's care and
goodnessin great measure. | found the Lord in everything and asachild of God
inChrist had avery lively senseof my right tothefullness of the earth, and sowas
enabled to delight myself sincerely in the Lord. We were all prompted to sing
Psalms as we were going and coming back. The people of thisworld freely sing
their vile songson all occasions; why should we not sing Psalmsto our God, and
do it so that the people of the world might hear us. It seemed to me a precious
privilegeto be permitted to sing Psalms on the way, just aswell asin other parts
of the church, asthe enemy beset the roads and the shouts of soldierswere heard.
It al so affected me deeply to see such numerousflocksgrazing inthefields. This
humbled me greatly and made my heart tender as| contempl ated the goodness of
God to our sinful country.

On Friday morning | went with some pious and much beloved

Revival of spirit on the Lord's Day

exceedingly exhausted. | thought of it as indolence and prayed
that | might not yield to so evil adisposition, while | was favored so
muchover others, likemy friendsin other partsof thechurch, asl hadtheprivilege
of goingupinpeacetothesanctuary. | aroseand proceeded tryingtodressmyself.
| was blessed with the strength to do so, and went to the house of God, where |
attended the ministry of Christ’'s worthy servant, Rev. Mr. de Bruyn. The
preacher’ s subject was taken from Ezekial 36:28. The discourse blessed mein
reviving my spirit. The preacher showed that the promise was founded upon the
three previousverses, viz, 25, 26, 27 and that only on the conditions stated there
would the Lord continueto dwell with the people astheir God, and acknowledge
them as his people. It was in this manner that |, too, desired to retain the Lord.
Thosewerethe samethings| longed for and sought of God in secret. | wasnewly
encouraged to plead those precious promises, which, at the sametime, served as
ameans of assuranceto mepersonaly: that the L ord would be my God and show
himself to me in al things and in all his perfections, and that | forever should
belong to him. Thiswould for ever by my all, inal circumstances and in every
event, that he would bring it to pass.
| was greatly strengthened, and had again the privilege of attending services
in the afternoon, by Christ’s servant, Rev. Mr. Schutte. He preached on Lord’s
Day 24; 62, 63, 64, and fervently engaged himself with the subject. | especially
experienced a blessing under the exposition of thelast question, and | wasled to

On the following Lord's Day morning, as | awoke, my body was
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experience the glorious nature of that union in which | am bound to my dear
Saviour, as my olive tree, my vine and living root, which are the source of my
spiritual life and growth. | attended this service with awarm heart and later had
many people at my house, as | felt a great desire that we might be a source of
edification to each other, and my desire was not left ungratified. But | was
exceedingly exhausted.

[1Iness unto death

violently attacked with sickness, that | was forced to lie down in
the afternoon.

On Tuesday the illness increased and took such a force, that by midday it
affected me so that | had such heavy fainting spells, making every onethink that
| might not live. It al so gaveme pauseto wonder whether thismight not betheway
inwhich1 shouldfind my rest. Thereweretwo passages, however, that caused me
to doubt this. The onel received during this severe sickness, and that was, “With
long lifewill | satisfy you and show my salvation.” Also the Lord had said to me
twiceat thetableof hiscovenant-love, “ Ariseand eat, for thejourney shall begreat
for you.” My soul was quiet before God. | wasin such an acquiescent state, that
| could say, “Itisequally pleasing to meto go, or to remain.” When | thought of
my departing, | wasfilled with wonderment, that so suddenly and unexpectedly
| should enter into rest. But it remained unclear to me. | could only say, “ Father,
thy will bedone. For metoliveisChrist, andtodieisgain.” It wasenoughfor me
to be permitted to follow and obey.

Towards evening | could sense that the pious were engaged in prayer. My
fainting spells began to diminish.

For a day or two more | continued to be deadly sick. The fever continued
uninterrupted for twenty-four hours, and | suffered muchfromthirst. ButtheLord
was good to my soul as | was enabled to faithfully meditate on the thirst of my
precious Saviour, by which he delivered mefrom the eternal thirst of my soul, so
asnot to lose God as my portion, and obtained for meatitleto all blessings. This
was the doing of my Father’s hand, and it could not but work for good to me.

After afew daysthere was a change. The Lord heard his people, and it was
evident that again the Lord had designed to permit meto go on living. My heart
now was in such intimate fellowship with the Lord, even by way of all kinds of
privilegesrelating to outward thingslike creature comfortsand by thelove of the
pious. All of that helped to draw meto thelove of God. Indeed, the eternal love
throughwhichall thingsweregranted me, brought my soul into astate of profound
humility and constant holy astonishment at the compassion of the Lord. | was
constrained to exclaim, “1 am not worthy of theleast of all thy merciesand truth.
What shall | render to the Lord?’ But my compassionate Redeemer showed me
that he desired nothing from me, but that hewould exercisehismercy towardsme

On Monday, the 12th of June, as | woke up in the morning, | was so



The Diary of Dina Van Bergh 77

inall things, and that al the Lord required of meisbut to walk humbly before his
face. “ Teachme, Lord Jesus, to bemeek and lowly in heart, according to thy good
word.” | was continually enabled to cast myself upon the Lord Jesus, and my
inmost desire was thus to become all the more cleansed and purified, and to be
made more singlein my aims, and so to be delivered from the power of my sinful
self. My soul did frequently echo the sentiment of the pious L odensteynin one of
his poems:

Thy boastful self, let go.

Let go, let go, thy boastful self...etc.

Now the Lord showed me that he still would add years to my days, and my
mind wasfilled with complianceinthewill of God. | desired to serve hiscounsel
and to be permitted to witness that the Lord is God, and assist the piousin their
prayers in behalf of the country and the church. This was my only and strong
reason for wishing to remain. Our army, which now seemed to be contempl ating
an attack upon the foe, also lay very near my heart. That was not out of my mind
foramoment. | wrestledwithitinmy prayerto God. “O,” | prayed, “that theLord
might arise and shine, and that his enemies might flee before him.” | wished that
he would be the protector of our soldiery and so be glorified in the eyes of our
enemies, that they might be led to acknowledge that the Lord is God. | felt a
comfortableassurancethat the L ord would not disregard the cry of the needy, but
ariseand help usfor hisown name’' ssake. | also noticed that thiswasthe general
experience of the pious, and so thisled me to look and wait believingly for the
salvation of the Lord.

| also heard that the presence of God was also much experienced inthepublic
prayer meetings. My heart was much with the people during those times. | also
experienced the preciouslove of my compassionate Saviour very much, and | was
blessed with thetokensof hisall-sufficient grace, that | scarcely could contain or
endure. The Lord surrounded mewith hiscovenant mercies. | daily sangwhilein
bed, and | suggested hymns to the piousto sing for me. How precious were the
L ord’ sthoughtsof loveandfaithfulnesstowardsme. My strength, whichhad been
greatly reduced, gently and gradually returned. As| recovered my energy, | felt
disposed to dedicate and engage proportionally all my powers of soul and body
to the Lord.

I ntimate communion

soul desired to partake by faith. | was blessed with intimate
fellowship with the Saviour asagain | was enabled to desireall grace on
theground of thecovenant’ sfullness, and | could againfreely declareall my soul’ s
sentimentstothelLord. TheLord graciously manifested hisgracetome, and again
promised his unchanging faithfulness, to be with mein all my ways and to keep
me asthe apple of hiseyeand to free mefrom anxious cares, and to recelve grace

The next Sabbath the Lord's Supper was to be celebrated and my
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upongrace. | wasencouraged to exercise much confidence, and wasstrengthened
in the Lord so that | freely dared to entrust all to him. | enjoyed intimate
communion with all the people of God as well, and ardently desired that all
necessary grace might be bestowed upon them, especially that their faith might
not diminish, sothat they may continuein supplicationfor our country and church
under the present circumstances. | cried, that the Lord would bind our army upon
the hearts of his people, and grant them aspirit of prayer initsbehalf. O, that the
sanctifying and refining grace of the Spirit might be poured out upon the people
of God, and a spirit of judgment and conversion be imparted. | wished that God
would comeandwork in country and churchto makehisnameglorious, and abide
inthemidst of us. | felt confident, that the Lord would continueto dwell and work
among us. On this day my hope in the Lord was strengthened.

Prayer for the Netherlands

especialy in behalf of our army. | could not get it out of my mind.
It seemed to be present everywhere.

Wednesday, June 28, wasthetimefor public prayer meeting. All throughthe
day | wasearnestly engaged in supplication to God for help. But especially about
the timethe public exerciseswereto begin, numerous promiseswere powerfully
brought to my mind, and | wasgenerously furnished with pleasas| perseveredin
supplication. And at thetimewhen | supposed that the servantsand peopl e of God
werebeginningtheir religiousservices, | experienced astrongdesiretounitewith
them, and my mind wasdrawninto powerful exerciseby thesewordsof Jeremiah
(3:22): “Behold, we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God.” At this
moment | said, “O Lord, all thy peoplein our Netherlands are coming unto thee
asoneman. Hereweare, confessing our sins, acknowledging our forfeitureof thy
saving mercy and help. We acknowledge your justice. It would be altogether just
if thou shoul dst makeawildernessof usand deliver usintothehandsof theenemy.
We could but put our mouths in the dust. But we also come to seek thy mercy
towards our people and its country. We cry, O God, spare thy heritage and give
not thy peopleto reproach. And aswe cometo thee, our God, we come not asto
man, who would reject so rebelliousapeople. But thou art merciful, graciousand
abundant in goodness, forgiving iniquity and sin. And we come as thy covenant
people, for thou art the L ord our God, our Jehovah and faithful Saviour, who shall
be what thou shalt be, and all thy covenant is for the sake of thy people.” My
confidencewasstrengthened, and | wasledto say, “ Wiltthoureject all thy people
that cry tothee?No, thou never requirest prayer without intending to afford help.”
| remained in a humble and believing state, and was blessed with joyful
assurances. Among other passages, | was much impressed with Isaiah 49:26,
where the Lord says, “1 will make your oppressors eat their own flesh, and they
shall be drunk with their own blood aswith wine. Then all flesh shall know, that

A nd on the following days my heart continued to go out to him,
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| amtheLord, your Saviour, and your Redeemer, thy Mighty One of Jacob.” | do
not know that | ever beforeread thesewordswith particular attention but | cannot
expressin how believing amanner | could say, “Amen,” and trust that the Lord
would bring it to pass.

From day to day my mind continued deeply engaged, and | sometimes
obtained immediate access for country and church, and for the army, which lay
so near my heart, asl formally presented myself to God asanintercessor for these
objects of my affection.

Fighting the adversary

adversary attacked with great power. | can perceive that he does

thisto hinder mein my prayers. Thereweredayswhen| wasled so deeply
intotherecessesof my evil heart, that | hadto call out, “ O, thereisalegionwithin,
andthey aremany.” But the L ord caused meto seethat thiswasnecessary for me.
On the one hand he kept me low and little in my own eyes, and on the other, to
enable me to sympathize with others, caused me to appreciate the grace of God,
through which | have thus far been preserved from being misled and thereby
dishonoring God. Thereforel wasledto say, “ Only so prepare me, that | may be
more employed for thee, and adorn me with the glory of Christ.”

After having for some days cherished many prayerful expectationsregarding
Zion and our country, while | had been in unceasing supplication, it pleased God
tosubject ustoatrial of our faith. On Tuesday morningtidingswerereceived, that
onthepreviousLord sDay, aheavy engagement had occurred at Bil sen between
our left wing and the French army, in which we suffered defeat. It pierced my
heart. But | remained composed, and told the gentleman who mentioned this to
me, “1 so wish to sanctify God in my heart. The Lord isgood and just, and | will
still wait upon him, hoping against hope.” “ TheLord preserve mefrom unbelief,”
| exclaimed, “that | may not dishonor him. Inspiteof this, theLordwill notbe‘yea
and ‘nay’ in his promises, but ‘yea and ‘amen’.” My soul was exceedingly
humbled, and | felt very solemn, thinking that so many souls of ours had passed
again into eternity. But it iswonderful to say that my soul was kept steadfast in
faith. When the person who brought theintelligence had gone away, | opened the
Bible, and my eyesfell upon |l Samuel 10:12: “Beof good courageand let usplay
theman, for our people and for our cities of our God; and the Lord do that which
seemeth good to him.” | said, “ These words, O Lord, thou bringest to my mind.
Teach meto be strong in faith, for our people and for thy cities, our God. Enable
me to continuein prayer, and keep my hands from dropping down to my knees,
from becoming feeble, and then shall my soul still say, 'the Lord do that which
seemeth good. Thou art Jehovah, the God of truth; thou shall render it manifest
in thine own time and | will wait upon thee.””

This week | had to struggle hard with my sinful body, which the
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A visit from the circle of friends

female friends with me to engage in prayer. We began by singing

Psalm 86:1, 2, 3 (rhymed) and, although | was very weak, | could not
refrain from leading in prayer. The Lord granted much assistance, and we were
enabledto perseveringly and believingly plead the promisesof God, especially in
behalf of our army, that the Lord would not further giveit over to desolation, but
arise to the help of Zion. We were enabled to conclude our prayers. But during
prayer, the adversary pierced and distressed mewith atheistic darts, so that | had
tocry out, “O, no, God istrue. Heisnot like man, that he should lie; nor like one
of the sons of man that he should repent. That which he hath spoken, he will do
and confirm. And although God deprived usof all meansof defence, and slew our
wholearmy (althoughthis| could not believe) | will notwithstanding hopeinhim
and believethat hewill ariseto our help.” | wasso greatly assisted in prayer, that
| continued’til my strengthfailed me. Wecontinuedto betogether withablessing,
andfinally sang Psalm 69:11,12 (rhymed). My femal efriend who prayed last also
remained firm in her confidence.

That night | could not sleep. My mind was in a very prayerful state, and |
indulgedin holy complaintsand criesto theLord for help. My prayer to God was
that this afflictive dispensation might serve to render the people more earnest in
prayer, and might make ageneral impression on the public mind and humblethe
Netherlands.

This afternoon was the first time since my sickness that | had my

False news

s | awoke on Wednesday morning, this stanza came to my mind
with force:

Righteousis God, in all hisways,

In al hisworks he ever remains good.

His peopl€e’ s cause he never will forsake,

Who call on him in truth for evermore.

My soul said, “Yes, thisindeed is so,” upon which | earnestly went into
meditation.

All during the morning | continued much in prayer. My soul was distressed
regarding Zion. | wasespecially pained at the thought that the Babylonian horde
should reproach the Lord and his people and say, “Whereistheir God?’ | had to
say continually, “O Lord, behold the reproach of thy people,” and, “Let thy
gloriousarmbestretched outinour behalf.” TheL ord encouraged mecontinualy,
ashewassaying to me, “If hetarry, wait for him. He that shall come, will come,
andwill not tarry; and now theL ord shall beglorifiedinthesight of theheathen.’”
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My soul stood fast inthefaith, and | wasled to quotefor the benefit of those with
whom | conversed, this couplet:

ThenintheLord let Isragl trust,

Let Israel seek hisface;

The Lord isgood aswell asjust,

And plenteousin his grace.

(according to trandation of Watts)

It was very encouraging to me, to see that the pious were of this mind.

Onthisday, immediately after dinner, areport was received, saying that the
Frenchhadreceived atotal defeat. Thenewsreached mevery soonand so affected
me, that it riveted meto my chair as| said to myself, “1f thisbe so, | must exclaim
with astonishment, ‘Who is a God like unto the Lord, infinite in compassion.’”
The event seemed to be of such importanceto me, that | felt disposed to wait for
confirmation of the tidings. But everyone affirmed it to be afact, and | said, “If
it be so, the God of Israel must have the praise.” We desired to end with God.

At midday | earnestly continued in prayer that it might be so, and that it may
be the means of binding the people of the Netherlands more closely to the Lord,
drawing them with the cords of love. But | was greatly affected thinking of those
who were killed, both on the side of the enemy and among our own people; the
wounded, too, how they weighed upon my heart!

| was so affected that my strength failed. | heard that much help was
experienced in the public prayer meetings. | also had found this to be true in
private myself. But my physical energy was exhausted.

That evening word came that the stirring news of the morning was not true,
but that, on the contrary, our army had been totally beaten. | remained, however,
in astate of composure. “Thefirst report may not betrue,” | said, “but that our
wholearmy isbeaten, that | donot believe. No, theLordwill not givethementirely
over into the hands of the enemy.”

That night | could not sleep, but persevered in prayer instead, and continually
presented myself beforetheL ordinbehalf of thecountry. | could solemnly affirm,
even if it would consume all my strength. | would consider it a privilege to be
permitted to pray for the country.

Theday following wereceived reportsthat neither the French nor our people
were beaten, but that the news confirmed the defeat of our left wing. Although it
was true that the French held the field, our troops had withdrawn in good order,
and there were fully as many killed on the side of the French ason ours. It wasa
wonder that all of our left wing had not been destroyed, in view of the greater
numbers of the enemy and...

(Some pages of manuscript have been lost.)
(The existing manuscript continues with remarks
on a discourse Dina had heard:)

“The poor committeth himself to thee; thou art the helper of the fatherless.”
That was a good and cheering message from the Lord. My soul was much
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enlivened and strengthened in thefaith. | wasenabled to identify with all of Zion
asone, poor andforsaken, relyingonthearmof theGod. | could not withholdfrom
thepious, that | had recel ved asustai ning and graciousmessagefrommy heavenly
Father. | first determined to spend the rest of that day in private, devotiona
exercises, but | was solicited by the piousto unite with them, and so | did. | saw
anew that, while man devises his ways, the Lord nevertheless directs his steps.

That evening the L ord wasamong usasweweretogether before himwith one
accord.

Also thefollowing day | was especially helped and directed in all things, as
| prayed much for country and church.

August 15, 1747 - News of battle

greatly encouraged to pray. The Count of Lowendahl had said that
on this day, being August 15, he would deliver the city of Bergen-op-
Zoom to the King of France. My soul looked to God, asking to put to shamethis
proud and arrogant foe. | wished that God would arise to our help and show
himself thefriend of Zion. | felt assured that the L ord would again confound the
designs of the enemy thistime. In our united prayerswe experienced real help of
the Spirit and wereencouragedto cherishthe sweet assurance, that the L ordwould
hear our cries.
That evening we received the good tidings that the enemy had been driven
back with great losses, and that all was well with Bergen-op-Zoom.

The following day, that being my weekly prayer meeting, | was

Indecision about going to Utrecht

could not sleep, as now so often happened. Yet, sometimes | have

found it of no small blessing to lie sleepless, but not unoccupied. The
same wastrue this night as the bel eaguered city weighed heavily upon my heart.
| had a free entrance to God for it, and strongly believed that the Lord would
destroy hisenemies, and cause thosethat hated himto flee beforehim. | wasable
to leave the city in the hands of God and resign myself to him. But | was much
perplexedinregardtothejourney | proposedto maketo Utrecht thefol lowing day.
Thingsremained cloudedto me. Thepiousand my parentswereagainst my going,
and | felt disinclined as well.

In the morning | presented myself before the Lord and sought light and
direction from him, but my way did not become clear. | decided to write, saying
that | would not come. But asl sat down, | madeno progress. Every letter | formed
waslikeastoneupon my heart and distressed megreatly. Upon having writtenthe
letter, while my mind was so oppressed, and being about to sedl it, | became so

That same night the Lord was especially good to unworthy me. |
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confused and perplexed, that | could not look up to God. I concluded finally not
to send it, but to wait for aday or two, in the hope that the Lord would shed light
upon my path. | wrote a brief letter to one of my bosom friends, expressing my
state of mind, and asked her to assist me with her prayers. As| wrote this short
letter, it seemed to me that the Lord said to me, “Did you waver? Did you not
unconditionally surrender yourself to my guidance and control?’ | could not but
say, “Father, itismy happinesstofollow intheway, if | may but know what itis.”
At that moment all my difficulties vanished and | again becameinclinedtoyield
myself to the Lord, as clay in the hands of the potter. | could sincerely say, “Thy
will bedone; only inclinemeto thy way.” Inthe midst of these exercises of mind
my path became clear. | found access to the throne and inquired what the Lord
wanted from me. Should | remain, or should | go?I obtained thesewords: “Think
of theformer days and thewondersof old.” My thoughtswere taken back to that
most blessed journey, which | had madeto Utrecht and Tienhoven, and | inquired
of theLord whether | must again venture on hisfaithfulnessand gothere. | prayed
that he would bring me to a settled and confident state. Then came the former
wordstomewithrenewedforce. They satisfied methat | should goandfollow the
lead of the Lord.

| now went to the public prayer meeting with the hope that by some means,
whether through the Lord’ sservant or by the singing or reading of the Scriptures,
I might become more fully assured. My desire was fulfilled. The chorister read
Psalm 71. When he cameto verse 16: “I will go in the strength of the Lord God,
| will makemention of thy righteousness, and of thineonly,” theLordsaid, “ There
isaword for you; gointhisstrength, | will bewithyou.” Then| yielded again to
the Lord and longed to stay in his house forever.

My parents also became willing, and agreed that | should go, thinking that it
would be my duty. Then | wrotewith somerelief to my friendsthat, if such were
the will of the Lord, | would come to them on September the 8th.

“Drawing us with cords of love’

Rev. Mr. du Marchie. He preached on Hosea 11:4-7. The preacher

received much assistance and it became a precious and appropriate
instrumentality for me. By the account, given of God’ s gracious dealings with
Israel, | wasled to consider how the L ord had dealt with the Netherlands, drawing
uswith cordsof love by meansof blessings so numerously bestowed upon us, and
by frequently taking theyokefrom our jaws, and by giving usmeat again, but also
justly exhorting us, just as| srael inthat passage. Thison account of theevil of our
ways, our departing fromtheL ord, turningto Baal, as|srael wastheretold, sothat
they would not returnto Egypt, thestaff onwhichthey weredisposedtolean. God
said, “No, the Assyrian shall be their King because they refused to turn and the
swordshall abideintheir citiesto destroy and consumetheir strongholds, because

On the following Lord’s Day morning, | attended service by the
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they sought strange gods, and forgot and forsook the Lord.” The Lord indeed
calledtothem by the prophets, but not one of themexalted Godintheir hearts. The
preacher’ s discourse was exceedingly illuminating and was cal culated to fill the
hearerswithholy shame. | sat with broken heart, considering that, how by our sins,
we had deserved that France should become our King, and our fortresses be
destroyed. But | wasal so encouragedto appeal by theformer proofs, totheLord's
willingness to show mercy. O that he would draw us with cords of love, and to
former experiencesof hismercy; that hewould communicatehisgrace, sothat we
might return to the Lord, therock of our salvation. The exercises of this Sabbath
cameto me as agreat blessing.

During the week following, my precious Saviour was a special refuge and
defence to me against my inward foes. | felt myself encompassed by sins,
especially while in private. The more | was enabled to pray for Zion and the
country, the more they bestirred themsel ves and continued to cause me distress.
But through the kind guidance and hel p of my faithful and supreme Leader, they
did not destroy me, though they did wound me. They taught me to act in
dependence upon divine strength, and to acknowledge Christ as the source of
blessing and help. | continued to have freedom of access for Bergen-op-Zoom,
wheretheenemy madelittleprogressand | ost many men. The peopleof God were
much engaged concerning this. Thisinspired mewith hopethat it might pleasethe
Lord to put the enemy to shame for his own name’s sake.

August 27, 1747 - Sustained by word and sacrament

Supper for us. | was happy indeed that the great day of the feast

wasso hear at hand. | waspowerfully drawn by theexalted ordinance, and
| desired to have a day of sweet covenant transactions for my soul. | was
encouraged with some light and comfort in tracing the Lord’s dealings of
faithfulness and love with me, since my last occasion. | had to bow down and
acknowledge that mercy and trust were hisways toward me, my compassionate
Redeemer. But | also was humbly struck by theinsensibility and heartlessness of
my walk before God. It grieved me that | was so unproductive and live so
unworthily and so was to such small extent an honor to Christ. | wished all the
more firmly to engage myself to him and in my emptiness to resort as well,
together with the people of God, to bring our country into covenant with God, and
to engage him to remain with us. My beloved pastor, Rev. Mr. Temmink,
officiated onthisoccasion. Hissubject wasHosea2:20: “1 will betroth youto me
in faithfulness, and you shall know the Lord.” Theintroduction wasfrom | John
4:19 whereitissaid, “Welove him, because hefirst loved us.” How graciously
was | met and sustained by this good word. My worthy teacher enjoyed unusual
help, and had much insight into his subject. He pointed out the parallel between
marriage and the blessed union between Christ his church. At the sametime he

The following day was the day for the celebration of the Lord’'s
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showed that there was an infinite difference and inequality between them. The
preacher was enabled to set the bridegroom of our soul beforethe eye of faithin
all hisbeauty and everlastinglove. Heso clearly exhibited theoriginal and eternal
love of God, and so impressively showed the benefits of this spiritual marriage,
that everyone who beheld it in itstrue nature, could not but have his heart drawn
forthinloveto Christ. My own soul was especially affected by God’ sdivinelove
in choosing so miserable a slave of sin as myself to be his bride and wife, and
notwithstanding all opposition betrothing me to him in faithfulness. Such were
my feelingsunder therepresentationsof theloveand beauty of Christ, that | could
scarcely containthem. | could not but be astoni shed at the happinessof havingthe
linesfallento mein such pleasant placesand at my having so gloriousaheritage.
How frequently did | have to choose for Christ anew, and how profound was my
grief, that my divineHusband did not fully possessmy heart, and that my lovewas
still so much divided. But though | was still much inclined to turn aside, hislove
was still abiding. He had betrothed me to him forever; thiswas my salvation. It
could not be broken off. All words of earthly love were severed by death. This
love, onthe contrary, was but begun here, and wascompleted in eternity. It could
not change, for God said, “1 will betroth thee,” and his purposes do not change.

| wasfilled with hearty desireto love Christ more ardently, the Guide of my
youth. O, how oftendidn’t | declare, “1 will lovethee, O Lord, my strength.” Since
he was my Lord, | would worship him. Anew | resigned the full dominion over
myself to Christ, as | protested against all improper objects of attachment and
sought help against them from my lawful Husband, to whom | was engaged for
eternity. | also entrusted all my concernsto him, and lay myself, his untrue yet
betrothed bride, on hisloving heart. | lamented and was ashamed of my leaving
my firstlove, andfelt asincere desireto be enabled to do my first works. | yielded
myself up anew to my divine Husband, and my heart wasfilled with desiresfor
the church of Christin general, and for particular persons. | lay the churchinthe
Netherlands upon his heart as his love, his betrothed, whose Husband and
Bridegroom he was, which the Lord had betrothed to himself forever, though its
beauty wasimpaired. | heldontohimandwouldnotlet himgo. My faithincreased
asl| prayed, and | hadintimatefellowship with hisafflicted church, and withthose
who were now in the power of the foe. | felt a sweet confidence, that the Lord
would not forsake his church in the Netherlands. These words came powerfully
to my mind, “1 will turn again the captivity of Jacob.” And, “On them that sit in
darkness, shall agreat light shine.” | also experienced the spirit of prayer for our
much loved Prince and Staatholder, and | was enabled to ask of God for him all
necessary help and light, indeed, special measures of grace, that he might still be
an instrument in the hands of God, for the good of Zion.

Now | approached thetablewith the eye of faith firmly fixed on Jesus, and as
permitted, to behold the pledges of hislove by which he swore his faithfulness.
| received such a blessing at the table as | could scarce contain. | beheld my
beloved as white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand. | was his, my
beloved, and his desire was toward me. As| partook of the elements, | enjoyed
endearing fellowship with my near kinsman and bridegroom, the L ord Jesus, and
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with the Father and the Spirit in him, and so also with the members of the body
of Christ, indeed, with the glorified above. My heart was lifted above the earth
where Christ is, and | received so many tokens of histender inclination and love
toward me, that my pen is unable to express them.

| had an expressive experience of the blessed consummation of the marriage
union, and felt profound desire to be with the Lord. But at the sametime | was
inclinedtosay, “Not my will, but thinebedone.” | wasmoregreatly strengthened
infaith, and cast all my caresupon Christ. My earnest longing wasto be enabled
to bring forth fruit for him. It was August 27, when | again decided to choosefor
my Lord, who sweetly embraced my soul and said, “1 am thy salvation. Fear not,
Dinavan Berg.”

September 1, 1747 - Birthday of the Prince of Orange and more
news of war

the Lord during the coming week. | was kept in an enlarged frame

of spirit and was blessed with much freedom of intercession for our
church and country. My thoughts were a'so much occupied with respect to my
prospectivejourney to Utrecht. When | thought of it, it wasasif it weresaidto me,
“lwill bewithyou!” Atthesametimel felt asif theL ordwould subject metotrials
there, but | wished to giveit all over to him.

Bergen-op-Zoom was now much upon my mind. The enemy still remained
beforeit andlost many men. But | wasdistressed by thearrogance of language our
own people began to employ, as well as by the assaults of our enemy upon the
place. The courage and conduct of the garrison wereimmoderately extolled. The
city was pronounced impregnable.

It now happened that on the anniversary of the birth of our worthy Prince of
Orange, thisbeing thefirst of September and he being thirty-six yearsold, | was
disposed to set apart some time with female friends at my house to pray for our
Prince. Onthat day | had been intently meditating upon the wonderful dealings
of God with our Prince; how his father was suddenly taken out of this life by
drowning. | wasled to adore God because of hisinscrutableworkings, for shortly
after this, and in answer to the prayers of his people, the Lord blessed uswith the
birth of thisPrince. Also, how clearly had he preserved himfromthecradleagainst
theevil designsof hisfoes, and after seasonsof sicknesshad restored himtohealth
from many afflictionsand had raised him up in hisadorable providence at atime
of darkness when we seemed to be delivered into the hands of our foes.
Notwithstanding al the opposition made to him, he was set at the head of the
people and exalted above those who hated him, so that even they had to submit
themselves. | wasencouraged to contempl atewith satisfactionthedivinewonders
that exhibited themselvesin this, and found ground for hope and belief, that the
Lord was about to do great things for us through him.

There was much to be acknowledged as | received abundantly from
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After my female friends had arrived, each gave out a stanza to be sung,
applicable to our Prince, while I, poor one, proceeded to pray. To the praise of
God, | acknowledged that his presence was among us, and we had special access
for our beloved Prince, and were unable to cease praying for him.

Whilewewere so engaged, there suddenly wasavery great commotioninthe
house. | was so discomposed that | was compelled to stop, so asto see what was
thematter. Weopenedthedoor, and aperson cameinto say that Bergen-op-Zoom
was relieved, and that the report was reliable. At first | would not believeit, but
messenger after messenger came to affirm it with such confidence that | finally
had to accept it. But it did not affect me to acknowledge the news with gratitude
and holy aweas| thought | should, by tidingsof suchimportance. By now so many
pious friends had arrived bringing the news, that the room wasfull. | suggested
tomy friendsthat weshould sing. They requested Psalm 138, whichwassungwith
much emotion. | was entirely stirred up, and proposed that we should a second
time draw near to God with prayer and thanksgiving. | think | never enjoyed the
presence of God more than at that time, aswe formally engaged ourselvesto the
Lord. | am not awarethat ever before | had more particular dealingswith God in
private, than at that timein the company of my friends beforethe Lord. Wewere
witnesses to one another that we were the Lord's. On the supposition that the
tidings were correct, | felt an ardent desire that the Lord would add his Spirit as
a means of drawing the people of the Netherlands to himself. But the inquiry
continually arosein my mind, can it betrue?Isit really so? But God enabled me
to leaveit to him. In the meanwhile| was happy with the blessed time | had been
permitted to have with my friends.

| had to retire now, as | was fatigued. That night | was attacked with colic.
When | awoke in the morning | heard the report wasfalse. Immediately | feared
that the opposite was true, that the city was taken. But | did not regret the
thanksgiving we had offered to God for therelief of thecity. | said, “O Lord, thou
knowest that we did it in uprightness of heart; we desired to end in thee.” At the
same time | became aware of the importance of not lightly giving credence to
Statements.

“Christ the host and the food of the soul”

tered again, and | desired to partake again, as | saw how much

| needed to have my faith strengthened and to be kept near the Lord.
Whilel preparedforit, | foundfreeaccess. | frequently renewed my choicefor the
Lord as my portion, and of his service as my employment.

On the morning of the day of its celebration, my soul was much enlivened. |
had a clear and impressive insight into the eternal and incomprehensible love of
the triune God toward me, and of al those proofs of his compassion which had
their foundation inthat eternal love. Also of theloving faithfulness of which new

On the following Sabbath the Lord’'s Supper was to be adminis
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proof was about to be furnished this day by the Saviour’s pledges, which would
beexhibited on hiscovenant tablein theform of bread and wine. My heart longed
to partake of Christ experientially. | had to exclam, “My soul thirsteth for God,
for the living God.”

As | went to church, these words occupied my mind. “Let, O friends, drink,
yeadrink abundantly O beloved.” | thought how greatly | would esteem thehonor
of oneof thekingsof theearth, if dealt thusfamiliarly with me, giving menot one,
but repeated invitations to histable, saying, “Be not timid; the more freely you
partake, the more you gratify me.” But here the most high God himself set me
intimately amonghischildren, inviting merepeatedly tofeast ontheroyal dainties
of the flesh and blood of the Son of God, which are to be partaken of with the
elements through faith. How impressive to me was the thought that Christ was
both the host and thefood of thesoul. O incomprehensiblemystery, to bereceived
by faith alone. As | passed aong, | shed tears of love and astonishment, and
attended on the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Schelluynen.

His words were, “He shall be for a sanctuary.” After dwelling upon the
sanctuary among the children of Israel, alluded to in the text, with what was
contained in it, he finally made us notice the true sanctuary. | was enabled to
realize Christ as my sanctuary in which I could familiarly go about and find
everything | needed for my empty soul. Again | was enabled to commit myself
sincerely tothe L ord and adopt hisway asmy course of action, and, with supreme
desire, ask his gracious guidance.

Asl approached thetable, | had aclear impression of theloveof Christ, ashe
gavehimself indeath for me. | frequently had to utter, “ O my crucifiedlove, what
didst thou not do for me, so wretched a one? What did my redemption not cost
thee? Thou gavest thy soul a ransom to procure my everlasting righteousness.
That righteousness now is mine through believing fellowship with thy dear
person.” How precious was that righteousness again to me. | was again encour-
aged to embrace my Redeemer, both for renewed reconciliation and increased
sanctification. Everything in him was lovely to my soul.

Asl drew near tothetable, it waswiththesewords, “ Thy fleshismeat indeed,
and thy blood is drink indeed.” | was encouraged to eat sacramentally to the
satisfaction of my soul. O, with what confidence could | entrust my waysto my
faithful Redeemer. | believed that he would perfect that which concerned me. |
kept the feast, and | am not aware that | ever partook with more joy.

After leaving thetable | gladly would have returned to partake for a second
time, but my thoughtswere drawnto the marriage supper of thelamb, wherethere
would be fulness of joy forevermore. Here | constantly would hunger again, but
there the treasure chambers of my soul would be filled. My soul panted after
undisturbed rest, but the struggle was not yet at an end.

Duringthefollowingdaysl received muchhelpasl waskept closetotheL ord.

Trip to Utrecht
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composed, but | sometimes melted under the benedictions and good

wishesof theLord’ speople. | continually lookedtotheL ordfor confirmation
of their words. On Friday, September 8, | took the bargeto Utrecht, after atender
parting with my parents and sister. | told them not to think it strange if the Lord
would try mein some way or other, but that he would be with mein this. Aswe
left land, it occurred to me that now | was no longer in my parent’ s eyes, but not
out of their hearts, while the eye of my heavenly Father was upon me, and with
me. “ The bowels of his compassion were moved for me.” | realized aswell that
his ministering spirits, his angels, were given acharge to keep me. | felt mysalf,
and my femalefriend secure on every hand. The atmospherewasquiet. The Lord
held the wind in his hands. We set out on our way, and left the place of our
embarking. We could freely look to the north, to the east, to the south and to the
west. We could look upon al as ours, because we were Christ’s.

Aswesailed, thetwo of usconversed, and so we approached the place of our
destination. The nearer we came to Utrecht, the firmer was the conviction that
therewas sometrial waiting me. Upon arriving, we were received with affection
by our friends, who took us by carriage from the barge to their house. Having
arrived at the house, and having tenderly embraced each other, and being about
to take somerefreshments, wefirst presented ourselves beforethe Lord. My soul
was filled with astonishment regarding the Lord’'s loving care over one so
insignificant as|. Everything here was at my service and ready to help me.

That eveningwehad profitablefellowshipand | wasexceedingly fatigued and
needed rest. After we had united in prayer, | went to bed.

I n taking leave with my friend (for the journey to Utrecht), | remained

First day in Utrecht

God. | had a deep and experiential awareness of the need for grace

frommy Lord wherel wasnow. | realized how unfit | wasto do anything for
God, but | commended myself to him, to perfect hisstrength in my weakness. He
had called me, and | knew him to be faithful.

That day | received much comfort in my retirement, and al so with domestic
duties, in singing and in meeting with friends. The Lord was with me. My heart
and tongue were loosed, and | was enabled to lift up my heart in the ways of my
God with friends who were with us that afternoon. There was no lack, either of
subject or disposition for profitable conversation. We also sought the Lord
together and sang Psalms to the honor of our God. In the evening | was
overwhelmed withloving kindnessand faithfulnessand | hardly could find words
to express the thankfulness of my soul.

I had a very refreshing sleep, and upon awakening, my heart was with
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“The pure doctrine of the word of God”

Lord in his temple. My heart went out after him, and in the
morning | attended ontheministrationsof theRev. Mr. deBeveeren. | was
quickened and instructed. In the afternoon, however, | experienced something
more than the usual. | attended the ministrations of the Rev. Mr. de Groot. His
subjectwastheNinthLord’ sDay; what itistobelievein Godthe Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth. The preacher treated the truth in opposition to
adversaries, with peculiar skill and excellence. | was delighted that it was our
privilegeto havethe puredoctrine of theword of God thus expounded among us.
Thepreacher dwelt upontheactsand ground of faith. Every word wasappropriate
tomy case. | wasdelightfully led to meditate upon thefact, and could confidently
believe that the everlasting Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, was my God and
Father and would provide me with all things inward and outward, that were
necessary for me, and direct all thingsfor my good, being asalmighty God, able,
and asafaithful Father, willing to do so. Asl traced the Lord’ sdealingswith me,
| could perceive that such had been my case. “ Contemplate the dealings of God
withyou,” said the preacher to God’ s people. “Has not the Lord so regulated his
afflictive dealings, that they have not been too painful for you? Reflect upon the
cross, upon sanctified sick beds; would you now wish that it had been otherwise?
What is there that has not worked for good with you?’ | had to say, “Amen,” in
my heart. The preacher showed how unbecoming it was, not to trust all thingsto
the Lord confidently, though there do come trials, losses, crosses, miseries,
sickness. “The Lord shall as amighty God and as a faithful Father order it for
good, for he, your Father, appointsit for you. Ah, be not aversetoit.” Andit was
continually asif it were said to me, “ Take these words with you.” And so | was
enabled to entrust all my waysto the Lord, believingly, freely, unreservedly and
filialy. I wassoenlivened and quickened, that | could only withdifficulty contain
it. My very body was weakened by it.
After church, there was a meeting at the house, and the Lord was there.
On Monday | again had ablessed day. The service of Rev. Mr. de Groot was
astaff tome, asit were, inmy journey. In private, aswell asin public, therewere
signs of the Lord’ sloving presence with me.

The following day being a Sabbath, | had a burning desire to meet the

“The Lord is my Shepherd”

insight into the sinful selfishness of my nature. | saw how great

On the morning of the following day | had an especially deep
ameasure of grace | needed to keep God and hisglory ever inview. |
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began to cry to God, and the following words came with forceto my mind. “ The
Lord ismy shepherd, | shall not want.” How good this word of my King wasto
me. Jehovah was my shepherd. | had been brought to follow him and his sheep;
and | should not want. Especially that day | felt that there weretrials at hand for
me. But | was allowed to believe that | should not want. All of that day | spentin
comfort and in the spirit of prayer.

That evening | wasseized withaviolent fever. | thought that thiswasto bemy
trial. | prayed for a submissive mind, and a readiness to follow where the Lord
should lead.

From that time on the fever stayed with me; but on the next day it was much
increased. | was comfortable in the thought that | had followed the Lord.

Intheevening | wasmuch comforted by grace. | had much freedom of access
for church and country, but | was greatly distressed regarding Bergen-op-Zoom,
and | did not feel such enlargement of heart as| had beforein prayer.

On Saturday, September 16, | wasvery much distressed. | wasindeed sick in
body, but | also felt an anguish of spirit | could not conceal, and said, “Could it
bethat it was all over with Bergen-op-Zoom?’ | could not pray for it.

Thefollowing Sabbath | was strengthenedin holy meditation. My experience
of the past gave me hope for the future.

September 18, 1747 - Anniversary of healing at atime of illness

wonderful recovery (it being now exactly three years since it
occurred), | wasingreat distresswith exceedingly highfever. Professor
Osterdijk was called and prescribed for me. Assoon as| had taken the medicine
my disease took a change and | became much worse, so that the professor was
called again. He was astonished and said he had never had so feeble a patient. |
committed myself intothehandsof theL ord. That day theprofessor cameby three
times. He and everyone else thought that | should die. He also expressed much
concernthat my parentswerenot with meand proposed that they should bewritten
toimmediately. | said, “My dear Sir, therecouldbeno morejoyful newstomethan
that | should die, for | am reconciled to God; | step with Jesus into eternity.” |
thought, “Can it be that | shall go so unexpectedly home?’ | was willing to be
released from thebody of sin. Toward theend of theday | thought of nothing else
but that | should enter intorest. My breathing becamevery short. But about twelve
0’ clock at night | began to ponder the question whether thiswould be my Father’s
way with me. Then these words cameto me, “Y ou shall still enter through much
tribulation. Y our work isnot done.” | al'so becamewilling to follow my Lord and
resigned myself anew to him. | felt adesireto live for him and of being spent in
his service.
Now | saidto my friendsthat | would not die of thissickness. Also onthat day
| had heard that Bergen-op-Zoom had been taken. If ever | was disposed to be

On Monday, September 18, being the anniversary of my former,
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silent, it wasthen. | had to explore and adore hisways and felt that | had merited
it by my own guilt. But even though Bergen-op-Zoomwastaken, | still desired to
look to God, and was led to think of these words, “The horseisavain thing for
safety, and amighty manisnot delivered by much strength, therefore, will | arise,
saiththe Lord.” Thisserved asthe ground of apleato me, and | said, “ O that the
taking of thiscity, on which the dependence of the whole of the Netherlands was
placed, might be the means of leading it to cease from man, and of its humbling
itself before God.” But alas, thiswill not be without the extra help of the Spirit.
| also felt much solicitude for our beloved Prince, and prayed that he may not
become discouraged, but that the Lord would sustain him under this event.

Severeillness and divine healing

fever. It greatly affected my head, so that | was delirious and had
no control over my thoughts. All that was done to relieve me was of no
avail, and everyone thought that | would not retain the use of my reason. At first
| rebelled against this. But the Lord seemed to say to me, “Am | not the God of
your mind, aswell asyour body?Did you make any exception whenyou engaged
to be mine?’ | was constrained to say, “Our Father, | am as clay in thy hands. |
esteemitmy privilegetobeunder thy control.” | resigned myself againwholly into
the Lord’' s hands, and this stanza from Lodensteyn was constantly with me:
“1 lie passively in thy hands.” (translation)
| now became entirely acquiescent to the will of God. | was not disposed to
inquire why | had become sick here. | knew that my Father had his own reasons
toattain hisendswithme. It wasenoughfor methat theL orddidit. Theendwould
be well, and for my good.
| also thought it of no consequencethat my parentswere not with me, and my
not being taken care of by my dear mother. O no, | wasin my Father’s country,
and my Father’ schildren waited on me. And that with such tender affection, that
I, insignificant one, had to be ashamed before God. Every good thing of which |
partook, was my Father’s gift. O, how much was | refreshed by these thoughts.
Although | was now unableto pray, | believed that the divine Saviour prayed for
me. Indeed, that he demanded all merited favors for me, on the ground of his
mediatoria right. | wasalso borne up by theintercessions of so many of the pious
inthe Netherlands. | greatly felt the blessedness of lying asachildinitsfather’s
arms. All | desired wasto come forth from my affliction, approved and purified.
| continued to liein this condition for about half aweek. Thefever could not
bebroken, and profuseperspiration debilitated meso, that | could only bechanged
by being transferred to alounge, set directly against the bed.
After that time, the Lord rebuked my disease, and the fever began to beless.
Then | realized for thefirst time how weak | was, and | thought, asdid everyone
else, that it would be along time before | would recover my former strength. But

From that time my sickness was severe. There was no letting up of the
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it was the purpose of the Lord, who is wonderful in counsel and mighty in
working, to show that he is God. On the morning of Friday, September 19th,
Professor Jaffer said, “1t will be agreat while before you recover; you will have
to be brought up againasachild.” | said that | believed so too. Indeed, | thought,
“Who knows but | shall have to remain in Utrecht all winter.” But God’s ways
werenot my ways. Thosewordswereconstantly presentinmy mind, “ Jesusmake
itall well.” I thought, “ The Lord will cause meto behealedin hisowntime.” But
| would never had dared to pray or think of what God was about to do for me that
day. My heart was very full that day and | was deeply impressed with the
perfectionsof God and hisinfiniteworthiness, sothat | had to cry out with asense
of wonder. | continually suggestedtothefriendsinthehouseto sing versesfor me,
since | was too weak to sing myself. My song, however was directed to God in
Zion, in the quiet of my spirit.

After midday | was going to be changed. | was extremely exhausted by the
lying and through profuse perspiration, and | felt scarcely ableto lie any longer.
A large, easy chair was brought and | wanted to be placeinit, hoping | would be
more comfortable. This was done, but at considerable hazard.

Asl wassditting, or rather lyinginthechair, afemalefriend cameinto seeme.
So far | had seen no one, as| was not in acondition to converse with anybody. |
had desired to seethisfriend, but Mrs. (the name cannot beread asthe manuscript
here has been damaged) would not alow it, for fear of my being injured. On
condition, however, that | would not speak, so as not to fatigue myself, she now
was permitted to comein. Afterwards, more friends came. But it was said to me,
“We cannot |et them see you, you are too weak and you do not consider the state
of your body.” But | said that | was not aware of any fatigue because of seeing my
dear friends who came in. Also my heart and tongue were loosed, and | desired
tohaveall of God’ speoplecalled uponto praisetheL ord. Whenthebed wasready
for me, the friends thought that | should be anxiousto lie down. But | said that |
was not tired. They were astonished for my remaining so longinthechair, and of
talking so much. They al said, “Be silent, please. Y ou will be sorry for this.” |
myself did not understand what wasgoing on. There seemed to beachangetaking
placewithinme. But | didnot realize, nor did | suspect, that theL ord wasrestoring
meto entirehealth. Every moment | felt stronger, and | beganto moveinthechair.
| said, “Lord, what isgoing on? What isit thou art doing to me, poor dust?’ | felt
my strength increasing, but | dared not say anything about it.

After thefriendshad goneaway, thelady of thehousesaidto me, “ Sissiedear,
| do not know what the matter is, but there is a changein the color of your face,
andthereisapeculiar brilliancy about your eyes.” | answered, “ TheL ord hasdone
something to me, and | have not known it. But | must get up and walk.” But they
did not know what thisall meant, though they allowed meto get up, and | found
that the Lord had restored me. | could walk without difficulty. That caused
amazement in the house, and everyone uttered a comment. | was totally aston-
ished at thewondersof theLord’ sloveand faithfulnesstoward me. | failedtofind
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wordsto expressmy feelings. Then | said to thefriends, “Let usapproach Godin
prayer.” So much transpired! All the friends in the house were witnesses to the
Lord and myself. | most solemnly committed myself to him to bewholly hisand
could not pull away from histhrone. After we had prayed together, we sang some
stanzasfrom Psalm 118 (rhymed). | stayed up until eleven o’ clock intheevening,
remaining very animated in mind, and had a salad with my friends at the table.

| could not slegp that night, sofilledwas| withwonder at God’ sdealingswith
me, poor one, as he made mefor the second timeawonder in Israel. | constantly
had to say, “What shall | render to the L ord, and what shall thy handmaiden say?
Thou knowest me, O Lord God.”

The next day the Professor came. He was much frightened at seeing me up.
Then| told him how the Lord had restored me. Hereplied, “We must say, ‘ What
isimpossiblewithman, ispossiblewithGod.”” | washappy that hewasledtogive
the honor to God.

Then | was visited by some pious friends, and the Lord rendered himself
glorious among us. | was not aware of any fatigue.

September 31, 1747 - Thanksgiving in the house of God

n the following Lord's Day, | desired to go up to the house of God
to praise God with his congregation. That morning the Lord was
secretly with me. | had a sweet sense of hislove toward me, and could

not but commit myself anew to hisservice. | attended on the ministrations of that
worthy teacher, Rev. Mr. de Groot.

Asl wenttochurch, | wasoverwhelmed with asenseof the L ord’ sastonishing
andloving dealingswith me; thevery fact of my being herewasasignand wonder
of theLord. I said, “What shall | render totheLord?’ | saw my inability to answer
hisfaithfulnessand benefits,and  sol wished torest all my expectationsupon
his grace.

Everything was most suitable. We sang Psalm 116, which wasfitting to my
condition. Theminister’ ssubject wasthe precious matter in Ezekial 34:31: “Y ou
are my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, and | am your God, saysthe Lord God.”
Theintroduction wasfrom Genesis 17:1, thesewords, “| amamighty God.” The
minister showed that in the original thisword “amighty” was the equivalent of
“all-sufficient.” How precious a help this was to me. My compassionate Re-
deemer told me, “I know that you are human, miserable and helpless, but let this
beenough, | amyour God, your all-sufficient one. |, myself, say ittoyou, | address
myself to you.” What enjoyment | had under this service! The preacher was
wonderfully led into the heart of the subject, and was greatly assisted in setting
it forth. For me, he was a messenger of God and a helper to my joy. | had great
difficulty to containit. All my emptiness and want were swallowed up by theall-
sufficiency of my covenant Lord and Saviour, whose sheep | had becomethrough
grace. In prayer and thanksgiving after the sermon, the preacher wasled to think
of me, as he publicly acknowledged God’ swork and asked for grace appropriate
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to my circumstances. My heart was greatly strengthened under this religious
service, and my very body benefited.

After church somepiouspersonswereat thehouse, and theL ord waswith and
among us, according to his promise. O, how often did | renew my commitment
totheL ordthisday. Thiswason September 31, 1747, thevery day that threeyears
before, after being wonderfully restored by God, | went to church; that all the
wonderful displays of the love and fidelity of God to thee, O my soul, might
confirm thy faith in him, and cause thee to stand upon his word and promises.

Theweek following | enjoyed the continual presence of God. Every day | was
encompassed by divine mercies and faithfulness. In every religious meeting we
received much help of the Spirit. | also was wonderfully sustained in body,
although| continuedto suffer from asense of weaknessinmy head, sothat | could
not observe my regular seasons of devotion as | wished. My compassionate
Master designed to make this subservient to my benefit. | had a constant sense of
my insufficiency. “O Father,” | said, “Hereisthy poor worm, entirely dependent
within and without; without thee, | cannot, and without thee, 1 will not do
anything.” My heart continually went forth in prayer to God for grace, and right
seasonably | received grace upon grace.

The covenant people in Utrecht

place. | desired to observe the sacrament also with my Utrecht
friends, totakethe cup of salvation, and anew show forththeL ord’ sdeath
with thankfulness.

During the preparatory service | had a comforting view of the unchanging
faithfulness of God and of his tender love to the people of his covenant, even
thoughunfaithful. | wasespecially madeawareof theforceof whatissaid by God,
that it would be a name and a praise to him to do good to his people. My desires
for thewelfare of the church in general were strong, and | was greatly helped by
the Spiritto pray for theabiding presenceof God inthechurchintheNetherlands.

The following Sabbath was the time for the Lord’s Supper at that

Renewal of commitment to the Lord

Christ's worthy servant, the Rev. Mr. de Beveeren. His subject
was Psalm 111:5: “He provides food for those that fear him.” But the
preacher was led so long and far into the first part of the text, so asto leave the
second for another Lord’'s day. The Lord was there, and | was greatly blessed.

On the day of the Lord's Supper | attended on the ministry of



96 The Diary of Dina Van Bergh

Frequently | had to say, “Amen,” to what the preacher was enabled to say about
his subject. | had to exclaim, “The Lord is my banner.” All | needed was to be
found in my divine head. How dear the blessed one wasto my soul again. It was
my inmost desire to be more and more conformed to him. Then | yielded myself
uptotheSpiritagain. | engaged myself totheL ord and hispeopleandtothechurch
militant until hewould bestow theblessing. | obtained the assurancethat theLord
would not take away hisword and Spirit.

As| approached thetable, | received the bread, handed me by the servant of
Christ. Ashe handed the bread, he said, “With the giving of the element the Lord
assures you to be your God. What more do you want?’ he said, “It includes all
things. All Godis, heisfor you.” My heart said, “Amen, hisgraceissufficient in
and for all things.” The Lord imparted to me arenewed sense of hislove. | could
heartily say, “| antheLord’s, let himdowith measseemsto begoodinhissight.”
All | desired, and at thisplaceaswell, wasto be permitted to beawitnessfor God
andtobekept near tohim. My heart wasgreatly enlarged and | rejoi ced onaccount
of my oath madeto him. TheLordismy witness. | chooseto follow him, evenin
darknessand affliction. TheLord’ sway ispreciousand good to me. It wason the
firstof October, 1747,that | formally and by renewal engaged myselftotheLord's
service, his cause and people, and to the church militant upon earth. | sought the
good of Zion with the pious, and wished that it might be well with them. Suchis
the testimony of the Lord’s handmaiden, D. van Berg.

Friends in Utrecht

| received many tokens of the Lord’s compassionate and fa

therly love to me. | was overwhelmed with benefits and in constant
meeting and fellowship with kind friends, experienced asmuch asl waswell able
to sustain. My composure was uniform, and | was kept from marked departures
frommy God. My heart remained weak, however, but my Father, whoisgood and
wise, knows how proud and self-loving aworm | am. | saw how God preserved
me by the manner in which he dealt with me and taught me to live with a sense
of dependence upon him, and kept me from running before, instead of carefully
following. | dared noday to proceed any further than | felt myself ableinthemidst
of my helplessness, both inwardly and outwardly. How blessed it is to be
permittedto liveunder divineguidance. All thingsmust work for good. | received
amanifest token of thisin the servants of the Lord, who were of great benefit to
me, especially that worthy minister, whom | acknowledged asafather, Rev. Mr.
de Groot, ahelper of my joy.

Inthe providence of God | waspermitted to hear himonthe12th Lord sDay,
regarding John 3:6, and also on the 14th Lord’ sDay. Each one of these occasions
wasthe source of aspecial blessing, giving guidanceand edification. | hardly can
acknowledgetheloving kindnessof the L ord toward mewith sufficient thankful -

Q fter that | still remained for a full three weeks in Utrecht, where
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ness, for that minister; not only in public, but also in private and in socia and
religious meetingsin which God manifested himself, sometimesin aremarkable
manner. This so attached my heart to Utrecht that | deferred my departure from
day to day, until after repeatedly bringing the matter before the Lord in secret, |
felt freetofix atimeto return againto my parentsand home. This| did on October
___(date unclear).

Many werethe blessingsinvoked upon meand the good wishes uttered in my
behalf, by my friends. | saidtothem, “ Ebenezer; hitherto haththeLord helped us.”
Our taking leave of one another was naturally emotional. | also felt atender love
for the church | left behind.

Back to Amsterdam

was with me, kindly preserved me, and brought me home in
peace, where | was received with much love on the part of my parents
and friendsin the Lord.

That sameevening, however, | had fever and wasvery weak, especially inmy
head, so that for several days | was not in a condition to converse with any one.
But my good and faithful Saviour kept my heart near to him, asalso the Lord's
dealing with me at Utrecht were astay and staff for me. It wasmy desire, through
these experiences, to be more and more purified and refined from my dross. So
much | perceived within me that needed to be broken down and built up. I knew
how good and loving a Father | had in Christ, and so | could believe that not one
strokewasinflicted by the Lord, which hedid not design to befor my benefit and
the promotion of his glory. | lived under the deep impression of God's loving
kindness. By asense of hislove | was continually prompted with Lodenstein to
say, “I'll praise my Maker with my breath...”

It was several weeks before | was able again to go to the house of my God,
where | then heard my beloved father in the Lord, Rev. Mr. Temmink. And the
word of the Lord’ sservant wasright and suitableto me. Hissubject wasHebrews
12:3,4, where it says, “Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility
against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. Inyour struggle
against sinyouhavenot yet resisted to the point of sheddingyour blood.” Thiswas
a wonderful means of grace to me. | was greatly cheered by it. The preacher
showed that “consider” was equivalent to “compare,” or “to carefully contem-
plate” your own sufferings and those of your Master. But it was not so much the
sufferings, asthe suffering person, that must be made the object of our attention.
Then consider this one, that divine and al-worthy person, the eternal and
incomprehensible God himself. He endured such hostility of sinners against
himself. Against his Godhead and Messiahship it was that they directed their
assaults. The preacher said, “ Every page of the evangelist testifies what opposi-
tion the divine Saviour had to endure from the proud among men.” When
thereforethey considered that the Saviour had suffered astheir Mediator, and had

On the barge | had the privilege of testifying for Christ. The Lord
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taken away all witnesses out of their cup of sorrow, they must not be wearied nor
faintintheir mindsunder their afflictions, asthey had not yet resisted to the point
of shedding their blood. Said the preacher, “ So far it only can come with divine
permission, “to shedding blood,” that isto death. That isthefarthest and severest
it can go. Sothey wereengaged in lawful conflict, in striving against sin, and had
awell-founded hope of overcoming. It wasgiven the preacher to be of helptothe
people, to prepare them for sufferings and anticipated sorrows, and to encourage
them to follow and remain with Jesus. My soul was greatly strengthened by this
precious discourse. The way of the cross was anew made dear to me, and my
Saviour precious as my examplein suffering. I could in the most hearty manner
acquiesce in God' s dealings with me, and was enabled to lay my own particul ar
afflictionsand crosses, and also those of thechurchin general, upon Christ. Inthe
tenderest of manners, | renewed my covenant engagementswith God andyielded
myself with all my interestsinto the hands of Jesus, to follow him whithersoever
he was disposed to lead me. | confided in my faithful and true God, and | was
assured that he would subject meto no trial that | was unable to bear. Through
grace, | desired to be faithful unto the end, to follow my Master, who through
sufferings had entered into rest. | received a new and cheering impulse on my
Christian journey, and, in approval of the Lord’ swayswith me, | could say with
the departed L odenstein:

I’[l choose my heavenly Father’ sways

Nor take hisroad amiss.

Enough for meif | may tread

The narrow way to bliss. (translation)

| desired to resume and renew the conflict in the strength of Christ.

After thisservicel continually had fever again. | wasvery weak, but the Lord

was with me. | was also greatly exercised about the church and found much
freedomin prayer for her, the country and our beloved Prince. Together with the
pious | earnestly prayed that we might not have a severe winter, lest that might
serve as an open door for the enemy. So far we were not refused, for to thistime
the Lord had dealt wonderfully with us, acting asawall of fireto usto defend us
against our enemies. But with specia earnestnessdid | cry to the Spirit. | had to
acknowledge that the Spirit was grieved and departed because of our sin. | had a
deep awareness of having myself grieved the Spirit. But | wasready to acknowl-
edge my guilt and turn to him, confessing the blood of reconciliation, as| was
awareof theexperienceof itspower for cleansing and purification. | wasenabled
to entertain an abiding sense of our having forfeited all blessings, and besought
God to return and work graciously as before in our Netherlands.

A hurricane

accompanied by a noise as loud as thunder. Scarcely a house

On the 11th or 12th of the month we had a fearful hurricane,
escaped. Chimneyswere thrown down. | was sustained in the midst of
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it, by considering that the God that walksupon thewingsof thewind wasmy God.
How gloriousand adorableatruththisdid seemtome. | wasevendisposedtosing,
but on account of the distress of the members of our family, who only urged me
to pray, | was obliged to refrain. | was aware of how righteous God would bein
overthrowingthe Netherlands. He needed no enemy; heonly hadto command the
winds. But | continued to pray that he would spare the nation and my native land.
| could, indeed, perceive that he was able to make it turn to the disadvantage of
theenemy, ashehad donefrequently before. | wasfilledwiththespirit of themost
earnest prayer. But in aparticular manner | had my attention drawn to the words
of the Saviour in John 3:8, “ Thewind blowswhereit wills,” and | heartily cried
to God to send the wind of his Spirit. | could not break off. | had much freedom
of access, and a believing confidence with respect to a gracious hearing.

Wehad great reason to acknowledge God’ sgracioushandinthat wind, asour
ships, for whichweentertained great fears, wereremarkably preserved. TheLord
had not despised the cries of his miserable offenders.

During thismonth therewas apublic announcement of an expected heir tothe
royal house of Orange. In thisthere was an answer to my own supplications and
those of the Lord’ speople. It wasour prayer that asecond Samuel might begiven
us, that the Orange branch might flourish and the Netherlands abide under the
shadow of it.

Thisisall wehave of Dina’ sjournal. But shetook
up her pen again to write about the spiritual
struggles she went through in deciding to marry
Johannes Frelignhuysen.

Decision to Marry
Johannes Frelinghuysen

hen she was in Utrecht Dina met Johannes Frelinghuysen, a
W theological student from America. Johannes was one of five
sons of Theodorus Jacobus Frelinghuysen, Pastor of the Reformed

Churches in the Raritan Valley of New Jersey. Johannes shared the pietistic
persuasions of his father. He had studied under the tutelage of Peter Henry
Dorsius, Reformed Pastor in Bucks County, Pennsylvania. He came to the

Netherlands to be examined for ordination to the ministry of the gospel. He
studied at theUniversity of Utrecht. Whiletherethenewscamethat hisfather had
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died. Johannes was called to succeed his father as Pastor of severa of the
congregations his father had been serving.

Theconsistoriesof Raritan, Millstoneand North Branch (Readington) i ssued
acall to Johannesdated May 18, 1749. Hewaspromised “an annual salary of one
hundred and twenty-five pounds, current money, at eight shillings an ounce; the
half of which, collected by the elders and deacons, shall be paid each half year;
and a suitable dwelling with thirty acres of land.”

Johannes proposed to Dina that they be married and she go with him to
America. Dinawas strongly attracted to Johannes and felt deeply that God was
calling her into Christian service. Yet it was a most difficult decision for her
becauseit would meanleaving her family and all that wasfamiliar toher. America
wasastrange and distant land. Thetrip acrossthe ocean waslong and dangerous.
Dina’ sparentsdid not want her to go. It would belikely that they would never see
each other again if she went.

Dinawrote about the difficulty of the decision for her and how she received
God'sdirectioninit:

Some few notes on how my heart through hidden instructions, was prepared
and afterwards bent by the Lord towards marital relations with the Rev. Mr.
Johannes Frielinghuysen, minister at Raritan in New Netherland:

Intimations from the Lord

because it involves my being torn away from my parents, sister

and dear friendswithwhom the greatest possiblebond of tender affection
connects me. Concerning the person in question, it al came to me quite
unexpectedly. In my relation with him | never had expected anything of that
nature. About two yearsago | learned to know his Reverence in Utrecht through
aprovidentia direction of the Lord. But when his Reverence came to my house
afterwardsto seeme, our conversation concerned thestateof our heartsand God’ s
ways with us. Besides, there aways were others around. Always when his
Reverence came | thought it was for the last time. Even that morning when his
Reverence made his proposal | thought that his Reverence cameto bid farewell,
and | asked him so. It all came so unexpectedly that | wascompletely unprepared.
Y et, over the course of somesix years| have been receiving intimationsfrom the
Lord to prepare myself for this. But often my body was weakened by fainting
spellsand | despaired. Yet | also expected help from the Lord, trusting that he
would strengthen my body in hisgood time so that | could do what he demanded
as| desired to be guided according to hiswill. Sometimesit was difficult for me
tofollow, as| often had an overwhelming desirefor the eternal rest with the L ord.
Y et, there al so stirred within me asweet desireto be allowed to do something on

The way of my God with me in these matters is an elevated one
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earthfor the Lord. Even to be allowed to do the smallest part for the extension of
Christ’ s kingdom was blessedness to me. Thiswas atime when | could commit
myself tenderly to the Lord, and entrust myself entirely in his service.

It was while going about my work that, as it seemed to me, the Lord said to
me, “1 will bring you to a people whose language you know not, to a strange
people. And | havework for youtodo.” It occurred to methat it would be by way
of marriage. It upset me so that | had to drink some to quiet down. Then |
committed myself unconditionally totheL ordand hisdirections. | told my mother
that after | would have reccovered | would take these things to heart. Even so |
sometimes wondered where all thiswould bring me, but | yet would follow the
Lord faithfully, who saved me from running ahead of him.

It is more than four years now that while | wasin Thienhooven and went in
seclusion ontheday beforethe celebration of theL ord’ s Supper, | wasexception-
aly closetothelLord. Sol couldrightly traceall thewonderful waysinwhichthe
Lord so far had led me. And all | could do was worship in amazement and often
exclaim, “1 am not worthy of all those benefits.” Also | could anew entrust my
destiny to the Lord, free of care and commit myself to my Father’ sleadingsin a
renewed covenant. It wastomeasif | wereasked of theLord, “If | call youtoleave
your father’ shouse and people, would you bewilling to offer up thissacrificefor
me?’ | said, “O Lord, | set no conditions, to follow youisall the blessing | want.
But deliver and save me from the power of the evil one.” Then immediately the
thought came, “Isthisthe condition you want to put upon following me?’ But my
answer was, “No, Father, | simply want to follow you, look upon your maidser-
vant.” Atthat timel committed myself tothelL ordinsecret, uponwhich| enjoyed
special close encounters.

Many atime | wanted to speak about these things with father Schuylenborg
but was repeatedly advised not to. Now | very much wondered whether his
Reverence had something to impart to me during the celebration. The Lord
answered my sighing for as his Reverence gave me the bread so he said to me,
“The Lord will be your hope. He will save your foot from being snared. He will
turn your darkness into light and he will give you the manifold desires of your
heart.” To which my soul said, “Amen.” And | believed the Lord would make
everythingcometo pass. TheL ordwasexceptionally gracioustomeat thisLord’s
Supper and it has been my strength and stay on my way.

September, 1749 - Renewed commitment to God

my intent to go to church, | was prevented to do so by faintness in my

head. Instead | had to seclude myself. Yet, the Lord was not abarren desert
tome. | enjoyed much inward teaching and illumination. The Lord was tenderly
at work and drew meclose. After it beganto weigh heavy on methat | would have
toleave mineand my father’ shouse, the L ord madeit known to methat hewould
be with me.

I t is over two years now that on the morning of a Sabbath, while it was
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It was at that timethat | happened to become very obstinate and unwilling to
bend. | had no desire to follow. Yet, it was as if constantly the Lord asked me
whether | would not bewilling to do as he wished, and whether | ever had lacked
anything. | hadtoanswer, “No.” But | could not bring myself into agreement with
the Lord at that time. | cannot imagine to have ever been more unreasonable and
uncooperative in my heart than on that morning when with power | was bent to
surrender myself to God’ sway andrule, 'til my answer hadto be, “ Do asyouwill,
Lord, my answer is, ‘Amen.” What is more appropriate for your creature and
child?” Also in another notebook have | written something concerning this
morning.

After thistime | have received more of such similar admonitions from the
Lord. | oncementionedthistomy girlfriendsandwonderedwhat theL ord still had
instorefor meinthedesert of thislife. But | wassaved fromrunning aheadinthese
things. | never was ableto draw any clear picture of what lay ahead from all this.
It seems the Lord kept it sealed. Now, in the month of September, these things
were repeatedly brought hometo me by the Lord, although they still wereveiled
in darkness. But | believed that | was being prepared for one or another mission.
What | had heard all summer wasbeginningto point into adirection, andtheL ord
had been good to me, even though my physical strength at times gave way.

Soit alsowasto meon my birthday, September 1, that many adirection came
tomefromtheLord. Andit wasasif the Lord intimated that he still had much to
say. By renewal | had to commit myself unconditionally totheLord, and theLord
strengthened mewith hisgrace. He a so encouraged me with many agood word,
severa of which heartened me, Is. 46:3,4. That day | enjoyed tender appearances
and could from hereon surrender myself tothe L ord unconditionally, trusting that
in everything the Lord would make things well for me. After that time it was
wonderfully well withmeandtherewasastrong desireto dothewill of my Father.
Indeed, it was my food. | found myself totally surrendered to the Lord. And
wherever | was, it was brought hometo me, “Hear, O daughter, depart from your
people and your father’ shouse, and the king will desire your beauty. While heis
your Lord, so bow down before him.” And also thesewords, “1 will bring you to
apeoplewhoselanguageyou don’t know, to aforeign people.” It very much took
hold of my being, and it did not leave me, for the L ord tenderly encompassed me.
It made mevery attentive and cautiousand my soul closely followed theLord for
about eight days before | understood where the Lord wasleading me. It got such
ahold of my being that the only way for meto bear it wasto shareit with one of
my most intimatefriends. | also asked her to pray withmeandfor me, asl believed
that the Lord wasto call me on one or another new endeavor. My soul was much
afraid to drift away from the Lord. Yet, | can't ever remember having had such
direct contact withthe L ord asduring thosedays. It was hisconstant calling to me
that saved me.
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The proposal

when on that same morning the minister came and proposed

these things to me. That morning was a blessed one for me as | had
secluded myself. I don’t know that | ever have committed myself totheL ord more
intimately and more directly as when | could say, “I am yours, do with me
according to your will.”

Not yet fifteen minutes had passed then his Reverence arrived, while just
before | sang the second stanza of Psalm 25 (In the Psalms sung in Dutch stanza
2 corresponds with Ps. 25:4,5.) and some other stanzas. Then the Rev. came,
whom | thought had come to say good bye. We entered into an animated
conversation and | told his Reverence what blessings my soul had received that
morning, and my reactions to it. His Reverence also told me how he found the
time. After speaking for an hour about the ways of God with our hearts, His
Reverence began from afar and finally cameto propose hisaffectionsfor me, and
told me how he had wrestled with it before the Lord. Often it had looked
impossible, for hehimself had realized thedifficulty invol ved because of thelong
distance | would have to travel from home. But he no longer could keep quiet.
After speaking of many thingsin which he saw the hand of God, His Reverence
asked me to bring these things before the Lord and seeit in hislight.

| find it difficult to give expression to the inner stirrings of my soul, but the
following words rose forcefully from my heart, “ Beware that you don’t dismiss
himwho speaks.” But what went entirely against my heart and naturewasthat the
proposal came so unexpectedly. | never would have expected this from his
Reverenceand it upset megreatly. | told his Reverence that this seemed to meto
beimpossible, and | felt my heart beginning to rebel against hisReverence. If the
Lord would not have prevented it, | would have dealt with him angrily. | held
myself back, but was inwardly much depressed.

His Reverence took leave and | went before the Lord. That day | secluded
myself in prayer. | wanted to pray away the road that was opening up for me, but
| couldn’t. With whatever excuses | came before the Lord, hisanswer was clear.
It wasto measif the Lord said, “I do not tell you anything new. | have told you
long ago. Repeatedly | have tried to teach you.”

Y et, what happened still came unexpected at the end of September

Rebellion against God's will

hat at first was dark to me, because it was strange to my eyes,
W now began to be clear to me. During that time | have learned
what it really meansto commit oneself unconditionally to the Lord
andthentofollow him. | found out how much my heart rebelled against God’ swill

andway. | evenrefusedtoask theL ord straightway about thesethings, for fear that
| might receivelight and see God' shandinit. | did not want to gothat way. At that
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time | was not inclined towards marriage at all, and the sweet security | had |
treasured much. It was my desire to please the Lord without the attachment of
marriage. Besides, it would mean that | had to go far away from my immediate
relativesand friends. That wasunthinkablefor me. And also, havingto crossover
such an astonishingly largeseaonwhich | never even had sailed. That too | found
hard to accept.

But however much | used thisto be excused, it wasto no avail for me before
theLord. Hisanswer tomewas, “ Fear not, for | amwithyou.” And however many
theanxietieswerel brought up, theanswer was, “ L eaveall your anxietieswithme,
| will takecareof you.” Whenever | wasalonewiththeLord, | could not but agree
and subject myself. But as soon as | returned from that situation my speech and
reason were against the Lord.

Opposition from parents and sister

against this turn of events. So much so that when the minister

came the next day to discuss this affair with my parents, my father
said that hewould never permit this, and to His Reverence said that herather saw
mediebeforehiseyesthanto send meoff to such afar-away country. My younger
sister was so highly affected by it al that even her powers of reasoning were
diminished and she appeared totally benumbed.

| thought that possibly thiscould beaway for the Lord to try mebut also save
me from the bonds of marriage through the strong protest of my parents whom |
had to obey, yet it would be against the clear light that | had received. | wasmuch
shaken by it al and it came repeatedly to mind, “Is to argue with the Almighty
perhaps away of being taught?’ But when all my arguments broke down and |
could not hide anywhere anymore, the only defense | had left was that | had to
honor my parentsand to dowhat would be my duty and joy. Theminister alsosaid
that hewould not do anything agai nst my parentswishes, and to bend their hearts,
that he could not do and had given it in the hands of God.

Theminister left again, whilel retreated behind closed doorsto bealonewith
the Lord, but | found no approval for my ways. Instead it became clear that | was
working against the Lord, and also that | did not want to bend under hiswill. |
began to avoid being alone with the Lord because he instructed me against my
desires.

The minister came once more, and in spite of all the divine instruction |
received, | againturned down hisproposalsand | even used rather harshlanguage
against His Reverence.

Seemingly there wasn'’t anything more left to to be done in this case for His
Reverence and His Reverence thought that it was time to begin immediate
preparationsfor hisjourney. But asheleft, he said that in spite of all the darkness
therestill remainedin himameasureof hopeagainst hope, ashishopewasin God.

M y parents and my younger sister, too, with all their might, were
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| said that later it would be clear whether his doings were from God.

HisReverenceleft and | hoped that thiswould be the end of it. But whenever
| camebeforethe Lord, | became depressed and felt that something wasnot right.
When | was alone with the Lord | saw clearly that | had tried to save myself, but
that this was not the will of the Lord.

That next week, now and then, there were momentsin which | found joy in
doing my Father’ swill. But whenever | seriously thought of theimplications, | did
not want to go that way, and | sighed that the Lord would make the minister to
forget mein hisheart. Yet, at this point there came obstruction in my way and |
could not possibly pray any further. All | could hopefor isthat all thiswasmerely
the Lord’ sway of testing me.

Prayer with the circle of friends

circle. It so happened that at that time | had a loving and blessed

vision that touched my heart and brought meto the Lord. And again, and
now in the presence of my friends, | was compelled to bring my innermost
thoughts and ways of late before the Lord. And a strange desire came over meto
surrender my will and desireto the Lord and to do thewill of God on earth. Again
| united myself withtheLord, just asl was, and with my friends aswitnessesthat
| would not returnto my ways, but that to dothewill of Godwould bemy salvation.
It was alovely evening for me.

When | was on the way to my home, it cameto me, “But if the calling would
comeagain, how wouldyouthenrespondtoit?’ | thought, “ Thisistheenemy, for
to make adecision about something hypothetical isnot safe.” Thenit cametome,
“1f you withhold yourself from me, my soul does not ook with favor upon you.”
| said, “Theevil onemay not entrap me.” But | could not get rid of it. Then, when
| arrived home, they told methat there was aletter from the minister. That shook
me considerably and | refused to read thel etter before| had talked with the Lord.
When finally | read the letter it undid me some more and in my body aswell. It
was forcefully brought home to me that this was from God.

My soul was extremely oppressed, the more so sincethat sameevening | had
committed myself to unconditionally subject myself to thewill of my God. How
| learned again, however, how our flesh and blood run counter to that. My heart
remained much unsettled. Assoon as| thought of it all it upset me very much. |
spent thebigger part of that nightinprayer. | thought | had all kindsof good reason
to pray to be excused. But the L ord encountered me and made hiswill very clear
to me.

The next week on Tuesday | was assigned to do the praying at my



106 The Diary of Dina Van Bergh

Counsdl from the minister

changed their attitude. Especially my mother was filled with
anxiety, as she knew that the Lord had prepared me for this.
Thetimehad cometo answer theletter. | wasso shakenthat | no longer could
carry it alone. | aready had shared all thiswith my friends of the circle, but they
were as much against it as | was. | was led to seek advice from the Reverend
teacher whom I may call my father intheLord. After much praying| finally went
to HisReverence. When | had told him everything, HisReverence said to methat
he would prefer not to answer this immediately: “When | look at the circum-
stances it would be difficult to judge, but when | consider the teachings of God
to your soul, one clearly can observe God’ sdoingsin it. It ssemsto methat this
may well beyour way togo.” Thisdisturbed memuch. | saidthat | wantedtowrite
it off. HisReverence said to be careful ; too much dependsuponit. | suggested that
it couldbeaway of testingandthat | could not but writeit off. Then HisReverence
said not to use too harsh expressions as they won’'t be able to change things for
you anyway. For if thisisfrom God, it will haveto be so at any rate. And as His
Reverence said further, “Do not avoid this way without the Lord or | may well
foreseedifficultiesfor you™ After muchtalkingwith hisReverencehepractically
gave methewordsthat | should writethe minister. And | did so, almost word for
word, accordingtotheadviceof HisReverence. That sameevening| senttheletter
inwhich I wrote everything off again. After | had sent the letter away | closeted
myself and prayed that theletter wouldwork itsend, namely tofreemefromgoing
that way. Thesewerethewordsthat cameto mewithforce, “ Bestill my daughter,
until you will see how these things work out. The Lord will not rest until
everything goeshisway.” Therel stood and could not move oneway or another.
| came under the merciful impressions of the Lord and | believed that my Father
would makeeverything well for me and would makeall thingswork for good. At
that time | too could sing, “My duty isto praisethe Lord.”
For two days | remained in agood mood before the Lord and wanted him to
havehisway, but alsopraying, “ Father, if it bepossible, l et thiscup passfromme.”

The greatest difficulty at this time was with my parents; they had not

Depression

pray away what seemed to have become God's way for me.
Indeed, my heart beganto quarrel withtheL ordand | accused himof being
heavy-handed toward me.

Afterthat all light and boldnessto approachthelL ordleft meand all doorswere
closed. On the day of rest it even became worse. | did go to church under the
servant of Christ, Perisonius. The subject matter was from Psalm 25:5. | could
follow HisReverencefrom earlier experiences, but | haveto confessthat my heart
rebelled. For morethan sevenyears| had never felt so depressed than onthat day.

The next Saturday | was quite wretched again in so far as | tried to
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| assumed theform of Asaphwhilequarrelingwithin, and wasabeast before God.
Nothing moved me, nor could | approach God, not even behind closed doors.
Several times it came to me, “What is this you have done, that you have been
disobedient to the Lord your God?’

On Monday morning | was brought to see my misbehaving with great
humility. | was amazed how the Lord could put up with me. | would have
understood had the Lord taken his hands off me and not turned to me in mercy.
| wasready to confess, “For thou art holy,” and from the depths| called upon the
Lord, for I could not bear the thought of not being able to see my Father’ s face.
Then the Lord turned hisface to listen to adeeply guilty sinner and | wasled to
Jesus and newly atoned. Peace entered my soul. | became very humble and
became like a child. That day | was saved from the worst.

More visits by Johannes

was convinced that | went against the Lord, | nevertheless tried

hard towork against hisplan. But | became very anxious. Even my anger
brought menowhere, and when everything elsefailed | hid behind my parents, for
my father stayed with what he had said before.

After theminister had left and | had begun to do somework, | received many
convincing thoughts concerning God swill. And the Lord told me that whoever
wantsto be hisdisciple must deny himself. “ And whoever |lovesfather or mother
and friend more than meisnot worthy of me.” There now wasno way out for me
anymore, but | could not get myself to let go and obey.

The next morning the minister talked with my father again. But before the
minister arrived my father had said again, “1’ d rather see you die than to agreeto
this.” | thought, “ Thiswill savemeandall thiswill prove only to have been away
totest me.” But when the minister brought up the matter with my father again my
father said, “| donot agreetoit. Butif all thisisfrom God | will not beableto stop
the unseen hand of the Lord in the pursuit of hisheart.” Thistouched me deeply.
| said, “ Father, do not act thisway, but seeif it cannot be postponed.” Father said,
“My child, I cannot do that.” There was much going on that morning, and after
much going back and forth, Father passed it on to Mother who also felt very
anxious. She said she was convinced of the will of God in this, but could not let
go of me. | did everything to escapeit all and to prevent any claim on me, for the
minister wasabout toleaveand wanted to beassured of somethingthat wouldgive
himreasontocomeagain. Thedateandtimewoul d then bedecided by my parents.
That day the Lord pressed me so far that, in my depression, | said for the minister
to go and to ask and examine carefully whether His Reverence’ sheart would not
let go of me. | promised to see or speak with no one about thesethingsbeforeHis
Reverence would have written that he was free from me. All thiswas merely to
circumvent the matter.

That same evening the minister came again, and however much |
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October 15, 1749 - Visits by the minister

and my only hope was that all this was but a way to test me. Then

it struck methat, evenif thiswere away of testing me, | still would have
to let go of my ways and go the Lord’'s way. For when Abraham was told to
sacrifice his son, when God tested him, it had to come so far that the knife had to
be put on Isaac’ sthroat. Only then the Lord saved him. Thisdepressed me much,
for | could not let go. Even before | returned from being closeted there came the
reverend teacher with whom | had talked about this. | had talked much with His
Reverence who showed me clearly that the only thing | missed was willingness.
When finally | could not escape the issue anymore, | said to His Reverence that
perhaps it merely was a way of testing me. “But,” said His Reverence, “even
though it wereaway of testing you, you still would haveto let go and say, ‘| will
follow andgo.” For theknifewent asfar aslsaac’ sthroat.” Thiswasthevery same
thought that had cometo mewhen | was closeted. That touched me deeply. After
His Reverence had spoken much with me and my mother he left, while | again
closeted myself. | felt very anxious, for the Lord convinced me powerfully of his
will and, at the sametime, that his promisesto methat he would bewith mewere
many. A way out for me was closed, but | still could not make myself let go.

That afternoon, not quitefifteen minutesbeforetheminister cameagain, | got
into atender mood and by renewal | was able to surrender myself completely to
the Lord. This brought over me a tender feeling of God's father-love and
providence over me. | could acknowledge his sovereign rule for me, saying,
“Whether | must go or stay, your will bedone.” | wasin the mood to sing, “Y ou
arethepotter, | amtheclay.” My will wasbeing powerfully bent so that no longer
could | continue to be contrary to the Lord. But it was with many aturn that |
managed to let go of myself before the Lord and could say, “Lord, you are too
strong for me and you have conquered. | am thine, and if it isthy will, I will go.
Herel am, thy will bedone. To obey theeismy salvation.” Thiswasfollowed by
special promisessuchas, “Donot beafraid, | anyour shield and your reward will
beexceedingly great.” All scruplesweresolved. Eventhemighty ocean appeared
to measaditch. For the Lord called to me, “| am theruler of seaand wind; both
alike obey me. The Lord of hostsiswith you. Indeed,” said the Lord, “1 will go
beforeyou, believeandyouwill seetheglory of theLord.” Theonly thingthat was
possibly left for me to do was to subject myself to the Lord.

That same afternoon the minister came again, and after much talk, back and
forth, my mother, towhommy father had del egated theaffair, wasturned and bent
by the Lord in such away that she could let go of me. But then it struck meagain
and | wasflooded with unwillingness. And if | possibly could have escapedit all
| would havedone so. But | waspowerfully turned away fromthisand | nolonger
could hold out against the Lord. | wasgreatly troubled and | had to say that it was

The next morning, while | had closeted myself, | felt much depressed
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not because of any natural inclination that | waswilling to go, but only because
| wasready todothewill of my Father. But what abig changeinfeeling cameover
me! Whereat first | felt asthough moving between rows of stone, | now waslike
anew person.

Assurance from van Lodenstein and a Psalm

gone | closeted myself. Then the Lord waited on me with his grace

andwasmerciful tome, and how pureand openwastheway | approached
the throne, and how tenderly and unconditionally | was able to surrender myself
totheLordinall of thisaffair. Withasincereheart| could say, “ Father, herel am.”
In my soul | most tenderly felt united with thewill of God and hissovereign plan
for mein these things. | now could agree and approve. And | could say,

Y et | continued to have much inner turmoil. After the minister had

Everything belongs to heaven,

What | am and what | do;

What is mine or ever will be,

What | love and do desire;

All the longings of my heart,

All things from which | must depart.

(from Jodocus van Lodenstein, 17th Century pietistic poet, preacher and

writer.)

| now surrendered myself tenderly to the Lord for safekeeping. | greatly
wished that the peace of God in Christ Jesuswould be part of my heart and mind.
| was most sincerely afraid that some creature would endeavor to come between
my soul and the Lord and disturb mein my tender and intimate rel ationship with
God. | said with Lodenstein:

My dearest Jesus, possess my heart and keep
that Kingdom ever more as thine,

Where love islove without the pain, and
Jesus' pure love holdsitsreign.

(Jodocus van Lodenstein)

Also, | received many loving promises that the Lord would keep me safe as
the apple of hiseye. | could in any respect give myself over and surrender to the
Lord. Atfirst | found it difficult to accept the judgment of others over meinthis
matter and could not get over that. But the Lord said to me, “Be not anxiousin
anything, for I amwith you. And be not surprised, for I helpyou.” And what also
strengthened mewasPsalm 37:3. (Rhymed and set tomusicin Dutch, correspond-
ingto Ps. 37:5,6,7 inthe English Bible.) It wasatimewhen | dearly longed to be
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closeted, and | enjoyed many evidences of grace.

All thiswas on October 15 of theyear 1749 that, by way of persuasion, | was
captured by thewill of God and committedtoit. And asl havewritten before, that
| want to be the Lord’s, so aso now my desireisto bethe Lord’ sin this affair.

Wedding plans

hat afterwards proved to be the way of my God in this matter

W was astonishing, and often | found myself saying, “How

amazing to me are thy thoughts; how high is the sum of them.” |

stood dumbfounded by the way in which God executed his plan. | never could

havethought of it nor imagined that thiswould betheway for meto go. It amazed

me, over and again, and | found that | had to be silent with Aaron because God's
ways were higher than mine and his thoughts different from mine.

It continued to be good to me to confess, “1 am thine; do with me according
to thy will.” How lovely it wasto me, to place myself under God, and that it was
not | but the Lord who was in command of my life.

Atfirst the solemnization of thisaffair wasto be after threeyears. L ater it was
to beintwo years. In about that time His Reverence would come back again. At
that moment all wasready for hisdepartureand heexpected to haveto goany day.
But as it seemed, the Lord prevented His Reverence to leave. One day it was
because of the wrong winds. Then again because of other hindrances. His
Reverencethought that the L ord did not want him to leave before this matter was
solemnized. But this | strongly opposed and | absolutely insisted that His
Reverence should first go and then come again.

Secretly the thought wasin my heart that if now His Reverence would go, it
all still might turn out to be merely atesting of me as the Lord possibly might
changethings. But thisl did not daresuggest totheLordin prayer. Y et that ishow
my flesh reasoned. It also humbled me, and it welled up in my heart, “Do thewill
of Godjoyfully.” I clearly saw that still somethingwasamiss. Therewasthesecret
wish to escapethematter. For flesh and blood many athing seemshard to change.
Sol took recoursein prayer. | askedthat if it werethewill of theLordthat | should
accompany His Reverence, that the Lord would bend my will. The Lord con-
vinced methat | should by two timeshiding hisfacefrommeinamost frightening
way. It was only then that | fully agreed with the Lord. There always was still
something left of my own will, and my subjection to the Lord was more because
| had to than because | wanted to. But now | could say, “Itismy pleasure, O God,
to do thy will. I have no will, my will has been swallowed up by God' swill.”
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Inner assurance

concerning this affair. If ever something tenderly bound me to

theLord, it wasthis. It a'so gives me much to pray about becausel am
aware how necessary it is for me to watch my steps because so many eyes will
follow me, and | am well aware of my own weakness. But the Lord knows what
kind of creature | am. And heremembersthat | am dust, and this strengthens me.
Itismy privilegethat inall of thisthe Lord ismy guarantee. Theend and goal is
clear to me. | have chosen thisroad because it isthe will of my Father, and it is
my overriding desire to be allowed to contribute something to the extension of
Christ’s kingdom.

It sometimes humblesmethat so oftentheLordtellsme, “ | havework for you
on earth, and you will not be childless. Y ou will increase on the left and on the
right.” And there were more promises to which my soul says, “Amen,” and
together with Mary, “Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me
according to thy word.”

But whoam |, theleast of hissaints, that | should be used by the Lord, | who
am so uselessand miserable. But theLord said, “My graceissufficient unto you,
for my power will be shown in weakness.”

It was because of gracethat | chosethisroad, and | will count it my salvation
and privilege, for the short time of my journey through thiswilderness, nottolive
for myself or to seek thingsfor myself. No, it remainsmy goal and desireto seek
the honor of my Father. May the same mind which wasin Christ, beasoin me;
who emptied himself, etc. That loveinvitesmeto sacrificeall inhisservice, while
al other interestsbe pushed aside. | freely dare say that | know of no higher good
thanto servethisLord. To know him, that ismy treasure and desire. The burdens
and the difficulties along the road will make the plowing laborious, and sorrow
will be part of it. Yet itisall to satisfy the Lord swill. This, after al, is not yet
eternity withitsperfect rest. Why thenwould | shun difficulties, whilemy Father
caresfor meand whilemy timesarein hishands. My steps are measured by him.
“TrusttheLord, O my soul, and youwon’ t bedisappointed. Hismercieslead your
faith in hispromises, and hewill not leave you. From so many proofsinyour life
you know that heisnot amanwhowouldlienor achild of manthat hewouldregret
anything. Befilled with shame about your low esteem of God. Teach meto know
thee closer, O Lord. Make me more familiar with thee. And make my eyeto see
thee clearer. For those who know thee by name will trust in thee.”

“Now Lord, al so strengthen my faith and protect thy honor onmy way. Inthee
| trust, thou art my shield and my guarantor, from moment to moment. Accom-
plishthy goal throughme. | leavetheordering of my waysinmetothee. Thouonly
hast authority over me. May graceruleinand over meto break down my ownwill,
inclinationand desire. How can| ever have pursued my salvation sothoughtlessly
in selfish goals, whereas in righteousness and truth it is taught that my salvation
isin God' s honor and in hisways, even for me, the least deserving. Even when

Q fter that | enjoyed lovely times and received much approval
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heletsmegodown, I still will sing hispraises, for what hedoesisgood. My Father
taught meto seehow uselessitistoworry so, asall thingsgo according to hiswill
at any rate. Assuremethat thineeyewill beforever onme. Tell methatinall things
Jesusismy Advocate and that he pleadswith thee on my behalf. Asl hopeinthy
word, O Lord, affirm thy promises in which thy maidservant trusts.”

Come, O Lord, and dwell with me,

And gracioudly turn to me and help me.
Hasten to deliver me,

Who art my salvation.
As sung and known in Psalm 38:22.

L etters and Commentary

fter her parents consented, Dina and Johannes were engaged.
During their engagement Dina wrote this letter to Johannes:®

Reverend Sir, through thegood and mighty hand of my God my betrothed and
beloved friend:

The Lord bethy help and thy shield, cover thee with His hand and grant thee
grace and peace at al timesand in all manner.

Have well received yours of the third inst. and found myself moved (though
very much limited in time) to drop you afew lines. After your Reverenceleft on
Thursday | received on the following Friday a note from Rev. Schuylenborg.
When | first read it, | wasvery much agitated and astounded, and if anything had
been able to shake me, that note certainly was of that nature. But my merciful
Redeemer rather wanted to useit toteach meto pray. My wily enemiesvery much
tried to make me waver, but if ever | found strength to look down upon my
disturbersit wasthen. | was encouraged by many good words, and even after that
time have had much strength of faith and independence of mind, but have found
myself impelled immediately to take up the pen and to answer His Reverence’s
assertions. | sent theanswer by skipper Veenman, becauseit wasnot possiblefor
metomail it on Thursday. How great it isto have God with you, what ablessing
itistodohiswill. Wouldit weregivento meto alwaysjoyfully follow it, without
any contradiction. TheL ord may now try me, whether (even against thepromptings
of theworld and the flesh) | am willing to follow him, and to be faithful to him.
| need grace, but hewho callsisfaithful and all powerful, and my constant guide
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will certainly help me through. My strength isin him.

| shall not reply to your Reverence’ sletter owing to lack of time. Only to that
(clause) where your Reverence saysto hopethat I, asis proper, shall be faithful
to my engagement, however much to your sorrow, it may be opposed. The Lord,
who iswitness between you and me, will keep mefrom acting faithlessly against
him and you. TheLord ismy witnessthat | have chosen thisroad pursuant to his
will. I havenot chosenit because| thought that otherswould approveof it, onthe
contrary. The approval of God is more than that of man. And here| stand in the
liberty wherewith | have been made free by Christ, and will not become aslave
toany man. | amtheLord’ sand becausel havereceivedinsightintheLord’ sgood
and holy will, therefore | am also yours, and death only can make a separation
between you and me. | believethat, in case | should be unfaithful to youtheLord
would comeagainst me on my way, and thereforemy dear Dominiedo not let this
trouble your mind.

It should impel us, asyou rightly say, to ardently and continuously seek the
Lord scountenance. And asto your heart’ sdesireto set apart aday, the same has
alsolong beeninmy heart. And because next Monday, February 2, isfor meaday
of commemoration, it then being eight years ago that the Lord broke my bonds,
and set me at liberty, and saved me from the deep darkness | wasin, | therefore
thought, if your Reverence be able, that you would also set apart that day or a
portion of it for the purpose (even if separated in space) of supplicating together
concerning one affair. May the Lord grant us assistance and light. And in case
there are unknown and unrepented sinsin our way, may the Lord impart thelight
of the Spirit and lead us to see them, and open up aroad for usto take them up,
and to seek and find redemption. O, would thiswere aday of strength for usand
that we might beinthe Lord’ seyesasthose finding peace, and again receive his
approval on our way, and befilled with confidenceto further entrust our caseinto
his keeping, and to stick to the Lord with asincere heart. O, let us pray together
that theL ordfor hisname’ ssake, will guard our foot fromfallingand our stepfrom
stumbling. Now, our GodisaGod of mercy: Hehasupto now, givenvisiblesigns
of his assistance and he shall neither give us up, nor abandon us.

His promise be our consolation in misery. | was happy to see at the close of
your |etter that you can somewhat lift your head out of thedepths. Have but agood
opinion of the Lord, heissoworthy to trust in and to depend upon. Hisword just
now, secretly affords me great happiness. It is a blessed solitude, that of being
intimate with God. How much strength it imparts to be permitted to complainin
the Father’ s lap like a child.

It sometimesseemstomelikea® Peniel,” andthemoremy enemiesagreewith
flesh and blood to make me afraid the more strength | receivethrough grace. And
therefore let us put our trust in the Lord, and wait for his salvation.

| sometimes sing with Van Houten:

My Jesus may do things as he pleases,
He cannot do anything else but work for hisglory.
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If only for alittle while my trials are ended

Then | find joy in the respite.

When the time of my struggleis past

Then the crown, out of free grace, becomes my reward.
Rise up my soul, rise up, end your wailings.

TheLord' sjoy will give you strength

And he himself will be your fortress,

Hisarm will certainly keep back the enemy.
Therefore | freely and gladly wade through the prickly
Thorns as well as the sweet scented roses

To meet the rest of heaven.

Now my friend, thedisposal of our casehasbeenentrustedinto God’ shands.
O, how glad | am that it is out of my hand.

Our Father takes care of usand will cause everything to rebound to our good.
L et us hearken more to what the L ord speaks, and try to get ourselvesused to his
ways, and we shall find peace on our way. May the Lord help us. Remember me
in prayer. It remains my privilege to remember you, and to struggle for you in
prayer.

May the Lord assist you in your labors and support you by hishand. May he
continueto useyour Reverenceto beamessenger of glad tidingsandabrightlight.

A rich blessing on the work also tomorrow. | heartily sigh, and pray that the
Lordwill thenalsobesilently present with you, and that you may gainfor himnew
converts. Now, thegraceof theL ord Jesus, whichissufficient toyou, bewithyou.

| must cut short. Receive the love of my parents and little sister, also of the
friends, Boddens and others, and of myself, who remains,

Rev. Sir,
Y our betrothed and loving friend,
DinaVan Bergh

Amsterdam, January 31, 1750

P.S: Wasvery gladtolearnthat our brother Sappius has succeeded thistime.
| havestill found graceto remember HisReverence. May theL ord hereafter show
his approbation, by making use of His Reverence for the benefit of his church.

Give my regards to al friends, which your Reverence may meet, and who
know me, or to whom your Reverence sees fit to remember me.

Farewdll.
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The workings of Providence

ecided that Johannes would go to America to begin his work and
ater return to marry Dina. But, as contrary winds prevented his sailing,
Johannesproposed that they be married immediately and shego with him. Seeing
thestorms asprovidentia, thisiswhat they did. Dinaand Johanneswere married
February 17, 1750.6
It was along and difficult voyage to America. An incident that was reputed
to have happened and was repeated by Theodore W. Wellesin abook writtenin
1893 is that as Johannes and Dina crossed the ocean a terrible storm arose
threatening to capsize the ship. As the boat was tossed about by the waves, it
sprung aleak. The pumps on board the vessel were unable to pump the water out
fast enough to save the ship. The captain informed the passengers and the crew
that there was no hope of saving thevessel. But Dinacamly sat inachair tied to
one of the masts and prayed for their safety. As she prayed the water stopped
rushing intothehold. The pumpswere ableto empty the ship of thewater that had
comein. Theship wassaved. Later it wasfound that asword fishwaswedged in
the open seam of the hull, effectively stopping theleak. The chair Dinaused was
called the “ Ebenezer chair” and she used it throughout her life.”

\})hannes was ordained by the Classis of Amsterdam. It had been

Ministry in Raritan

o them by their congregations was built in 1751. The cornerstone says

une7,1751. Accordingtotradition Dina sfamily had sent furniture, bricks
and money for the house. Consistory minutes of the churchesindicate that each
of the three congregations was to pay one third of the cost of building. May 16,
1753, it was reported that the total cost was 570 pds, 7 sh., 4 d., with Millstone
still owing thebetter part of their share.8 (Thehouse isnow astatemuseum along
with the Wallace House in Somerville, N.J.)

In hishome Johannesoffered instruction to young menwho desiredto gointo
the ministry. Johannes' father had advocated the training of clergy in America.
Johannes' teacher, Dominie Dorsius, had gone back to the Netherlandsin 1748.
So Johannestook up the task. It was a hazardous journey to the Netherlands for
training and ordination. Two of John’ s brothers, Jacobus and Ferdinandus, died
of smallpox onthereturntrip fromthe Netherlandswherethey had been studying
and had been ordained as ministers of the gospel. The tragic loss reinforced the
importance of providing theological education in America.

Two children were born to Johannes and Dina. Frederick was born April 13,
1753, and Eva was born September 5, 1754.

Dina energetically and enthusiastically shared in the ministry with her
husband. She was respectfully and affectionately called “the Juffrouw.” She

\Ixhannes and Dina reached Raritan by mid-1750. The home promised
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entertained women of the congregation in her home. They were not only
hospitably entertained, but were spiritually uplifted by her conversation with
them. Dinawas eager to share her experience of God’' s grace and power and her
understanding of the Christian life.
hannes was a gifted and intelligent young man. He gave himself
Jnstintingly to his work of ministry. Unfortunately his health
ailed him. On hisway to a Coetus (association of churches) meeting on
Long Island he became fatally ill. There he died of pneumonia, September 15,
1754.9

A time of mourning

Dinareturned to Raritan with the coffin contai ning thebody of her husband. From
Longlslandtheshipwouldsail acrosstheNew Y ork Bay intotheRaritan Bay and
up the Raritan River. It was a heart-rending trip. The boat was small, with no
accommodationsfor such special cargo asacoffin. Whenit pulled up to the dock
it was not ableto get close enough. Dinaordered the coffin placed acrossthe gap
sothat the passengerscoul d step acrossit to reach the shore. When oneof thecrew
objected, Dinareplied, “’tis only ashell, his spirit is gone, cast it across.” 10

Bereft of her husband, in aland she had known only four years, Dinadecided
to return to Holland. Johannes' younger brother, Hendricus, was planning to go
tothe Netherlandsasacandidatefor theministry. Shemade plansto go with him.
She wrote Hendricus responding to a letter from him which had been delivered
by one of Johannes' students, Jacob Hardenbergh:11

Dearly beloved Brother:

Y our letter sent by Hardenberg came to hand, but the preceding letter which
hesaidyou hadwritten| did not receive. Hardenberg said that you had been made
a candidate and that you had received permission from the church to go to
Holland; insofar theL ord hasopened theway for meand will henceforthremove
al difficulties. | am glad also, dear brother, that you have been thrust out into the
harvest; may you, as a voluntary Amaziah, surrender yourself to the Lord and
commencethework at the expense of the Lord Jesus. It istrue, asyou write, that
your shouldersaretoofrail for thework, but through Christ onecando everything;
makethemost of hishiddenteachingsand|et your highest aimbeto preach Christ;
all other knowledge, however useful, must be subordinate. Do not seek the favor
of men. O, that your feet may be preserved from being caught, my brother; watch,
thereare so many snares! Try to betrueto your Light. May the Lord makethings
clear to yourself; do your work in truth and force yourself to understand the truth
whichisinJesusandwhich setsfree. Y ouareour Benjamin; may youfulfill God’s
holy word (Deuteronomy 33:12). O, that aportion of thespirit of your late blessed
brother, my dear husband, might rest upon you and that you may begin the work
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in full faith in the powers of the Lord and sustain yourself by faith. Now, my
brother, may the Lord hallow and fit you for the work and cause you yet to be a
blessing to the church. To remember you in my prayers to God remains my
privilege.

Asfar asl amconcerned, | have been much distressed sinceyou left here. My
body began to give way under the sorrow, but my merciful Father has somewhat
lightened the burden. | have more strength to trust in the Lord. Heis my rock. |
aminGod’ sway. Hewill sustainmetotheend. Should | not drink, then, thisbitter
cup which the Father has put into my hands? It isaholy bitter draft which he has
prepared for me. TheLord will attain hisglory and thereinliesmy salvation. | say
with Lodenstein:

If | amlonely, itismy joy,

That the Lord rejoicesin hisrow of Cherubims.
What if the world makes me drink gall,

The bitterness will seem sweet to me;

Drink, oh drink, the heavenly draft!

Meanwhile, the loss remains heavy for me and the church; my life has been
taken away. Wearelonging greatly for newsfrom our brother at Albany. May the
Lord through the medium of His Reverence still heal the breach to some extent.

Astowhat you write about the books, | have already donethisby selling now
and then some to good friends. | have little to do with the matter which will
doubtlessbearranged. It troubles methat there are so many voicesherethat seem
tosay, “ Stay withus, theLordwill leadinhisway.” | shall try toarrangeeverything
so that | may go to Holland with you. May the Lord direct our steps. Asto the
blacks, they are submissiveto me, but | shouldliketo berid of them. | amwaiting
for ananswer from brother Theodorus. If you find an opportunity, pleasewriteme
again.

TheL ordisoftengoodtomeamongthefaithful. | recelvemuchkindnessfrom
the friends and the children are well and grow rapidly. May the Lord fulfill the
longingthatisinthem. They areacomfort to meinmy sorrow. MissNelson sends
greetings to you; so do Lysbeth Hoogland and Hardenberg, Jacobus, uncle
Jeronimus and also nephew Jannie, who only just now has returned. Now, my
brother, the Lord be with you and blessthework of your hands. Remember meto
those who inquire about me.

| remain, dearly beloved brother,
Y our loving sister,
DinaFrielinghuysen

Raritan, 29 November 1754.
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Plans of return to Holland

two of his brothers at sea the Classis of Amsterdam was peti

tionedtoalow himto belicensedin New Jersey. In JuneDinastill had
not left for Holland but had hopesthat she could go with her older brother-in-law,
Theodorus. Dinawrote Hendricus: 12

I I endricus never did go to the Netherlands. Because of the loss of

Addressedto TheReverend Sir Mr. HenricusFrielinghuijsenat Mormertown
in Esopus

Dearly beloved Brother:

| have received the letter you sent with brother Theodorus and immediately
sent your crate. But | did not encloseal etter because| did not havetimefor it. Our
brother from Albany arrived here Tuesday evening and left already again the
following Monday. His Reverence administered the Lord’ s Supper on the day of
rest in Raritan. We did not have to wait for ablessing in vain. Especidly | was
blessed. My Redeemer waited on me to bestow his grace on me. My cup was
overflowing. | was allowed to eat and drink, and get drunk from the plenty of
God' shouse. Whoisit that saysthat God givesusstrengthintime? And how great
itistobeallowedtoliveunder theLord of truth. HeisJehovah, thel amthat | am.
Again my soul wasjoined to the Lord. By renewal | again chose the way of the
Lord unconditionally. And so | could turn all my worries over to the Lord,
believing that hewould direct my ways. It wasaday of renewed strength for me.
Hislove was the banner over me. My body could hardly bear it. | was sick with
love. Sincethen| wasallowed to walk on my way withjoy, inthejoy of theLord,
my strength. In the light of the King's watchful eye all our lives develop as
planned, my dear brother. So my heart was strengthened by grace. Otherwise it
would have been too difficult for me when the brother from Albany went on his
way again so soon on the day before the auction was to be held. His Reverence
has done nothing for me and my business. But | could bear it then.

Ontheday of theauctiontherewerevery few peopleand no preachers except
two English ones. So we postponed the auction and sold some books out of hand.
A little over eleven poundswas received. | now will continueto sell out of hand
until the Lord opens for me my way to the fatherland.

| suppose that your Reverence will know that brother Theodorus does not
think hewill go thissummer. His Reverence talks about leaving latein thefall if
the war does not erupt. Our brother said he would not go to seawith me for too
long if that wasthe state of thewar. The Lord’ stimewill bethe best and | desire
tofollow that. Y et, | very much long for the house of my father and that for many
reasons. But if there is some errand to be done here for the Lord, | am his
maidservant.

Brother, the booksyou spoke about can be had for 30 pounds (Y orks). If only
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you write me they will be sent to you. If you would like to have some books
delivered to Esopus and you wanted to sell them, just write me and they can be
sent to you at once. And if you want to know what that man would charge | will
gladly let you know. | think that you coul d ask eighty pounds(Y ork) for them. But
| would let them go for seventy. Please write me about it.

Dear brother, since you left you have been much in my thoughts. Thisis
hoping that the Lord may use you to hishonor in hishouse, that he may giveyou
light and plant your foot on the only and eternal rock of salvation, Christ!

Dear brother, bewatchful against the sin of youth and remember that theeyes
of all thepeopleareonyou. TheL ord wantsto be hallowed inthosewho approach
him. May a Christian style and elegance be seen in your life. And may your life
confirmwhat you preach. Words arouse, but examples make onefollow. Theall-
wise God make your feet to walk securely on the path of righteousness and save
you from false steps and irritation.

Whenever possiblegivemy regardsto Mr. Hoornbeek. | worry over him. May
things work within him and may Christ become his life and treasure.

Symen Van Aarsdaalen sends you his greetings, aso the students. | also add
my good wishes to theirs and remain with loving heart and esteem,

Y our loving sister,
D.V.B.Widow Frielinghuijsen
June 20, 1755

PS: Evahasafever. | called for another Doctor and hope the medicinewill be
blessed. Fredrick isvery well.

The hand of Providence

for Holland. Meanwhile, a young man of eighteen, Jacob Rutsen

Hardenbergh, had hisown ideasabout what Dinashould do. Jacob was
the son of Colonel Johannes Hardenbergh and MariaDuBoisof Rosendale, New
Y ork. He was a graduate of Kingston Academy. He had been one of Johannes
studentsat their homein Raritan. When Jacob got up enough courageto makehis
proposal hefound Dinaand her two little children at her favorite place of prayer.
It was a meadow between their home and the Raritan River. There she and
Johannes had prayed together. She was making a last visit to the quiet spot of
meditationtogather her thoughtsandto pray. Apologizingfor theintrusion, Jacob
told Dina of his affection for her and proposed that they be married. Dina's
reactionwas, “My child, what are you thinking about?’ She went ahead with her
preparationsto leave. Her departure was all arranged. But at the time shewasto
leave her home, a severe storm prevented her departure. She could not get to the
ship and it sailed without her. Another ship would not sail for sometime. Once
againastorm had caused Dinato re-evaluate her plans. Andinit shefound God's

Q s time went on Dina completed the arrangements for her to sail
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leading.13

Further evidence of God's grace came in the form of an act of kindness.
Because she had expected to | eave she had no food in the house. A wagon pulled
up at her door with asupply of food for her and her children sent by athoughtful
and generous member of the church.

Dina saw the hand of Providence at work again. She recognized that God's
plansfor her were different than her own and she listened with new seriousness
to Jacob Hardenbergh’'s proposal. Jacob possessed extraordinary abilities. He
wasamember of aprominent family inthe colony of New Y ork. Hisconvictions
wereakinto Dina's. He was preparing to become aminister and marriageto him
would provide Dina with opportunities to fulfill her desire to be engaged in
Christian service.

Marriage to Jacob Hardenbergh

Two years after Johannes death Jacob and Dina were married at
Raritan, March 18, 1756. He was twenty, she was thirty-one.

As Jacob continued his studies, they lived at his home in Rosendale, New
Y ork. In 1758 Jacob was|licensed to preach by the Coetus of the Dutch Reformed
Church in America and called to the parish which Johannes had served. Five
congregations joined in calling him: Raritan, Bedminster, North Branch (now
Readington), Neshanic and Millstone (now Harlingen). Dina and Jacob moved
into the home in Raritan which had been built for her and Johannesin 1751.

Dinawas of inestimable help to Jacob. She was familiar with the parish and
itspeople. Sheknew itshistory of conflict between pietistsandtraditionalists. She
had gained the love and respect of the people for whom Jacob had been called to
bePastor. Shebecameaffectionately and respectfully knowntothemas* Juffrouw
Hardenbergh.” Her deep faith and sense of the presence of God wasaninspiration
tothem. Shewaswell-read and agood conversationalist. During thetimebetween
worship serviceson Sunday shewould beengagedin conversationthat reinforced
the teachings of her husband from the pulpit.

A daily walk with God

ina saw the hand of God at work in the common occurrences of
D everyday. These daily experiences were the occasion for prayer.
And in conversation Dinawould share how she believed God to be at

work.
Prayer wastwo-way conversationfor Dina. Convictionsthat weregivento her

as she sought the guidance of God were considered by her to berevelations of the
Holy Spirit.
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Likethegood Dutch woman shewas, Dinasaw thehandiwork of Godinthe
beauty of nature. TheodoreW. Welleswroteabout Dina: “Inthefields, every tree
and shrub and flower afforded an emblem of some gospel truth. Inthe spring, the
first flowers were hailed with delight, and in the summer, she seldom sat down
with her needle without having first gathered and placed before her a vase of
flowers, and then shewould gaze upon them, drink intheir fragrance, spiritualize
their beauties, and seem to befilled with an endless and boundl ess admiration of
their forms, their tints and their aroma.” 14

Because of her closewalk with God indaily living and her strong faithin the
midst of adversity, Dinawassought out asacounsel or. Over theyearsmany came
to her for direction and advice.

Early intheir years at Raritan the sad news came of the deaths of Dina stwo
living brothers-in-law. Hendricus Frelinghuysen died of small pox in 1757. He
had just been ordained, three years after licensure, and was serving as minister at
Warwarsing, Rochester, and Marbletown, New Y ork. Theodorus Frelinghuysen
drowned on the return journey from Holland, where he had been appealing for
support for acollegein America. Thisoccurred as his boat was lying off Sandy
Hook in 1759. It was a so probably around thistime that news came of the death
of Dina sfather.

Joy cameto Jacob and DinaastwindaughterswereborntothemJuly 25, 1757.
Thetwinswere named Mariaand Laura. April 2, 1759, their son, Johannes, was
born. And December 17,1760, another daughter, Mary Nela, was born.15

In 1760 Dinasuffered an accident inwhich her armwasbroken. Shewroteher
parents-in-law:16

Addressed to Colonel Johannes Hardenbergh, Roosendale in Esopus
Dear and Much Honored Parents:

Thefact that Mr. Kroeswould be going your way encouraged meto writeand
to let you know how we are doing. The Dominie and the rest of the family is,
thankstotheL ord’ sprotecting hand over us, reasonably well. | amalsoquitewell.
May arm hasbeen healing rapidly sothat | can do everything for my family again,
except heavy lifting. For that | don’t have the power. The hand seems to be
crooked, but that won't be any real disadvantage or loss. O, how fatherly
everything wasforeseen and how merciful thisset-back provedto beafter all. The
Lord does not burden us above our capacity. It aso allowed me to see God's
horizonsand | received grace to freely choose his ways. Often it made me sing:

The ways of the Lord are goodness and truth,
lifted up on high.

Offering praise upon praise iswhat | must do
'til | die.

My dear parents, how blessed it is to receive a set-back from the loving
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Father’ shands, only to find that it brings God closer, and to learn that according
to his promises all things must work together for good. That is how it went with
me in these things. Never have | received more merciful impressions from the
Lordaswhenmy armwasbroken. Strangely enough | wascarefreeconcerningthe
results. All my difficultieswerelikenothing. | believed that the L ord would make
all thingswell. And that is how it went, above all that could be hoped.

| would like to write more and further, but the writing still bothers me.
Dominie and sister Catharina send their loving well-wishes. So also we send
greetingsto our dear sister Ragel, whom weexpect to bewith usthisfall, together
with Father. Give our best to our brothers, grandmother and other relatives. Also
the neighbors and friends who may ask for us.

How | would enjoy it to hear good news from you and all the friends, but
especially from those in Zion. My heart is often there.

WEéll, dear parents, theL ord remember youinhisgoodnessand satisfy all your
needs to hisglory. | embrace you with my heart and remain sincerely yours,

Y our loving daughter,
Dina Hardenbergh born Van Bergh

Raritan, August 7, 1760

PS: All our children arewell. Evaand Fredrik send you their greetings. Since
youwereherewerecei ved correspondencefromHollandfivetimes. They al were
well and they enclosed heartfelt greetings for you. Piroo is healthy and well.

In 1761 Jacob made atrip to Holland. On his return he brought with him Dina's
mother. Mrs. Van Bergh cametolivewith Dinaand Jacob. The parish had grown,
so when Jacob returned he assumed charge of three congregations, Raritan,
Bedminster, and North Branch (Readington). The Neshanic and Harlingen
Churches called Dominie J. M. Van Harlingen to be their Pastor.

Dina and Jacob’ s next two children were their namesakes. Daughter, Dina,
was born September 7, 1762. Son, Jacob Rutsen, wasborn April 27, 1763. Sadly,
hedied ininfancy on July 17, 1764.

Three more children were born into the family. A daughter, Rachel, born
November 29,1765; a son, Jacob Rutsen, born June 19,1768 (It was common
practiceto use the same namefor another childif thefirst giventhenamediedin
infancy.); and their youngest son, Lewis, was born May 14, 1771.17

Independence for church and nation

Ithough Jacob was subject to respiratory illness, he was com
pletely committed to his ministry. He gave himself to it with an
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indomitable spirit. No doubt Dinawas of much encouragement to him.
Jacob becamealeader of the church beyond hislocal parish. Hewasamong those
who worked for the independence of the Dutch Reformed Churchesin America
from the Classis of Amsterdam, advocating this both in the colonies and in the
Netherlandsduring hisvisit there. Jacob also gaveleadershiptotheeffort toform
acollegefor thetraining of ministers. Hewasamong those who secured acharter
for Queens College in 1766 and again in 1770. Princeton College recognized
Jacob’ s abilities and scholarship with an honorary Master’ sdegreein 1770 and
aDoctor of Divinity degreein 1771. On four different occasions, he was el ected
the President of the General Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church (1775, 1780,
1783, and 1786).

Itwasacritical timein American history. Jacob gavehiseffortsandleadership
abilitiesto the cause of the colonies. Hewasamember of the Provincial Congress
of New Jersey when it ratified the Declaration of Independence and adopted a
Consgtitution for the State. L ater he served for several sessionsasamember of the
Genera Assembly of the State of New Jersey.

Thewar yearsweretrying yearsfor the Hardenbergh family. Because of his
advocacy of independence the British threatened Jacob’ slife, offering areward
of ahundred poundsfor hiscapture. He sl ept with aloaded musket by thebed. The
British caused him considerable grief when they burned down his church at
Raritan.

Frederick, Dina sson by Johannes Frelinghuysen, was an officer inthearmy
and saw action at the battles of Trenton and Monmouth. At his step-father’s
urging, Frederick studied theology. But then he went to law school and entered
politics. Hewasamember of the Provincial Congressin 1775 and 1776 and later
represented New Jersey in Congress and eventually became a United States
Senator. When Washington was President he appointed Frederick a Mgor
General.

During the war a friendship developed between the Washingtons and the
Hardenberghs. General George and MarthaWashington spent two wintersin the
Wallacehousein Raritan and so were neighbors of Dinaand Jacob. Visiting each
other they became warm friends.

In 1781, Jacob accepted a call to become the pastor of the Marbletown,
Rochester, and Warwarsing congregationsin Ul ster County, New Y ork. Thiswas
Jacob’s home territory. Jacob and Dina went to live with Jacob’'s father at
Rosendale, in the old family home. The place, which in Dutch means“valley of
roses’, issaid to have been enhanced with the rose bushes Dina planted. Dina's
daughter Evawasliving in Ulster County having married Casper Van Nostrand.

MarthaWashington’ sfriendship with Dina continued with avisit by Martha
to Rosendalein 1783. General Washington had headquarters at Newburgh at the
time. Mrs. Washington’ s secretary wrote to Jacob:

Kingston
June 29,1783
123
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Dear Sir,

Mrs. Washingtonisat this place accompanied by hisexcellency the Gov. and
Mrs. Clinton, and purposes to get out tomorrow morning so early as to reach
Headquarters by evening. She is desirous of paying the Dominie and Mrs.
Hardenbergh avisit on her way down and will therefore do herself the pleasure
of waiting on your family at breakfast, at which time | shall do myself the honor
to attend her.

In the mean time | am very respectfully

Y our Obedt. Servt.
Richard Varick18

College and church in New Brunswick

Church in New Brunswick and President of Queens College. The

church was|ocated on Neilson Street and the college classeswereheld ina
building three blocks away at Neilson and Albany Streets. Jacob and Dinagave
their attention to building the small college and serving the church. Dinah’ s son
General Frederick Frelinghuysenwasthefirst instructor of thecollege. Their son
Johnwasliving at Raritan. Jacob Rutsen, Jr., graduated from the college and was
married in New Brunswick, October 26, 1789, to Mary Margaret L ow, daughter
of CorneliusLow. Helater founded the first bank in New Brunswick on Neilson
Street.

When they moved to New Brunswick Dinawas sixty-one years of age and
Jacob fifty. Dinaassisted in the pastoral ministry. Shevisited the sick, cared for
the poor, and went to the homes of those who were experiencing crisis. She
continued her custom of joining in conversation between worship services on
Sunday, frequently discussing a point of faith or a scripture passage.

Thefiveyearsthat Jacob wasto bein New Brunswick was atime of revival
for the church. Seventy members were added to the congregation. The church
responded to his eloquent preaching. But his health failed him. He died of
consumption, November 2, 1790. After Jacob’ sdeath, Dinawent to livewith her
son Lewiswho had inherited the estate at Rosendal e. After ashort time, shewent
to live with John in Raritan and then returned to New Brunswick to reside with
Jacob Rutsen, Jr., at 14 Water Street. (John died in 1798.)

The college suffered greatly from the loss of their leader. Another minister
was sought to take the dual position of Pastor and President of the college. Dr.
John Henry Livingston was the first choice but he declined. Dr. Dirck Romeyn
and others also declined. The college struggled to continue but closed down in
1795. It was not reopened until the next pastor of the church, Dr. IraCondict, as
college Vice-President, managed to garner the support needed to revive the

I n 1785, Jacob was asked to become the Pastor of the First Reformed
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institution.

Dina’s concern for the college is expressed in the letter she sent to Dr.
Livingston trying to persuade him to come to New Brunswick and lead the
college. Though he did not come at the time, perhaps her intercession helped to
influence his decision later to become President of the college as well as teach
theology at New Brunswick. Her |etter was as follows; 19

Most Reverend Sir,
And worthy Brother in our blessed and al worthy Lord Jesus, Zion's King:

Constrained by asenseof duty and by loveof our Dutch Zion, | taketheliberty
to send your Reverenceafew linesand oncemoreto commendto you our College
and Church. Y ou have no doubt |earned of the answer that we havereceived from
Dr. Romeyn: he had returned the call as| expected.

Worthy brother sinceyouwerehereto seemel havethought much of youand
had my fears that you were perhaps not obedient to the voice of the Lord as
sounding forth in the voice of the people. | know that there are many difficulties
inyour way, but read, | pray you, Zac. 4:6, 7, 8, 9. Zerubbabel wasencouraged to
lay thefoundation of thehouse of theLord in distressing times. God waswithhim
and helped him. O no one shutsthe doors of hishouse for nought; if we can only
see our duty the consequences may be safely left with the Lord. The city of New
Y ork issuch aweight upon your mind; but isthere not more hopethat that breach
would be healed than the one among us? The Lord would provide, but whereis
there aman for us? Our Dutch ministers are young men of little experience and
have no publicity inthe church, how ever much otherwise esteemed and loved by
us. Does your Reverence know one whom you would freely recommend for the
position? My dear Sir: | have heard your Reverence say to my now departed
husband, that you regarded the College as the fountain of our church: why then
beengagedwiththestreamsandlet thefountaindry up? TheHoly Ghost hasmade
you overseer over that part of hishouse. O that likeanother Zerubbabel you might
beencouraged. Pleasealsoread Hag. 1:14. The people of God would addressyou
and say to you asin Hag. 2:14, “ O that the Lord would open for us adoor in the
valley of Achor.” Many arefor renewingthecall uponyou. Theheart of thepeople
is still with you. Others speak of trying one of the Presbyterians. Does your
Reverence think this would be safe for our church? What shall we do? Worthy
brother, | would not lay asnarefor your conscience, O no. Wherethe Lord of the
househaswork for your Reverenceto do, theremay hekeep or bring you although
you should be compelled to follow your Master in the field and lodge in the
village. Large cities are often very dangerous. Y ou certainly have adesireto be
afollower of Christ and to do the will of your Father from the heart; to labor for
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Godiscertainly your delight and happiness. TheL ord enableyouto discover what
ishisholy will andif you can do nothing more, O, pray for us, and by your counsel
and cooperation betousinstead of eyes. | havenot beeninfluenced by self-interest
or any desireto promote my own advantage in writing to your Reverence, but by
love of our Zion. It proceeds from the abundance of my heart; my heart
accompaniesmy letter by prayer. O that | who am theleast might be permitted to
do alittlegood; | have adesireto be permitted to add one more stoneto thewall.
| durst not refrain from writing; be not displeased at me for my freedom. | now
leave it with the Lord; let him do what he will.

Worthy brother, your Reverence thought that the post was too arduous; my
dear husband willingly did many things which would not be required of your
Reverence. Speedily let me know whether you have perfect peacein your mind
inrelation to your remaining in New Y ork and have free access to the throne of
grace and find the Lord with you in your work. If so we must acquiesce and say
thewill of theL ord bedone. Bepleasedtoindulgemeinthisparticular; and O that
light might arise for usin the midst of the darkness and our health spring forth
Speedily.

Shall not at this time say much of my spiritual state. To the praise of my
gracious Redeemer, | must observe that the Lord maintains my lot. He is my
comfortin sorrow; my company inretirement, yea, my al inall. Hehasborneand
carried me. | havetwicehad the privilege of showingforthmy Lord’ sdeath, once
at Raritan, and, onthelast Sabbath in Brunswick. The Lord waited to be gracious
to me; | was enabled believingly to renew the covenant and to realize that it is
ordered inwisdom and love. O how full and suitable did the Savior again appear!
How believingly could I cast myself upon himwith all my burdens and troubles,
and how wonderful washislovein my eyes. Soul and body redeemed by so great
aprice; O how did that love constrain meto lovein return. Nothing too precious
tooffer upfor theLord Jesus. How did | long after uninterrupted communion and
how did | rgjoice that the Lamb wasin the midst of the throne. Y es, the precious
Lord Jesuswill beour joy inheaven. O the blessednessof being permitted forever
to cast our crownsbeforehim, andtoknow himever asweareknown. Wearenow
saved in hope. Our time is rapidly passing away. The Lord is at hand. How
wonderful that apoor helplessand sinful worm should be permittedto livefor the
honor of so rich, full and suitable a Lord Jesus. O that he may increase and |
decrease. Free grace shall forever have the praise of our salvation. | must break
off of the present. Give my hearty loveto Mrs. Livingston. The Lord sustain her
ladyship under her infirmities, and provide her with conscious proof that hisrich
grace is sufficient for her, and his strength made perfect in weakness. Give my
greetingsto all Christian friends your Reverence thinks proper. Now my worthy
Sir and brother, the Lord be with you and make your Reverence more and more
serviceablein his house and work, and cause hiswork to prosper in your hands.
Think about me when it iswell with you. | remain with hearty greetings Most
Reverend Sir,
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Y our Reverence’ s handmaid and loving friend in our Lord Jesus Christ,
DinaHardenbergh by birth Van Bergh

New Brunswick July 2, 1791

PS: No one knows of thisletter but one femalefriend. It is between the Lord
and us. For weighty reasons please do not defer your answer long.

Dinaparticipated in theworship of First Reformed Church. She continued to
be atrusted spiritual counselor for many.

The Pastor of First Reformed Church, Dominie Condict, looked to Dinafor
advice and encouragement. Sometimes, when he felt inadequate to the task of
preaching, he would talk to Dina. She always had aword of encouragement for
him. Once, in adespondent mood, Condict stopped by to see Dinaon theway to
church. “ Gaat heen” (goyour way) shesaidto himin Dutch, “and preach. Tell the
childrenof Israel that they goforward,” recalling God’ scommandto M oseswhen
mountainswere on either side and enemies before them. She repeated the words
of the prophet: “1 will make darkness light before them and crooked things
straight; thesethingswill | do unto themand not forsakethem.” (Isaiah 42:16) Dr.
Condict’ s faith was strengthened and he went on to preach to his congregation
with confidence.20

One minister who was known for his boisterous manner, came to Dina to
benefit from her counsel. She did not hesitate to give him some admonishment.
Before heleft he suggested they pray together. To thisDinaagreed. The minister
led in aloud voice. When hewas finished she said to him: “Y our God, Sir, must
be different from mine for mine can hear even though no words be uttered, but
yours, it seems can not unless addressed in the loudest of tones.” 21

Dinashared her testimony and her prayersthrough correspondence. Shewrote
to her daughter Rachel:22

(First part of the letter missing.)

Sincethen | wasallowed to walk thisway courageously as| chosetheway of
thecross. | prefer to live day by day asaguest and stranger and aswaiting for the
coming of the Lord. | know that according to the promise all things must work
together for good. Asfar asmy body isconcerned, I’ mabit stronger now. It seems,
however, that my struggleisn’t finished asyet. But my Redeemer directsand he
will bring to me whatever he has predestined. O goodness and truth, praised be
the ways of the Lord.

Allyour friendsarewell at present. Only Jacob’ sPollieisnot too hearty. Y our
sister Nelaandher’ sarewell. | must tell yousomegood news: MariaFrielinghuysen,
withmuch concernand worry about her soul, hassought piouscompany andvisits
their gatheringswhileshe hasbroken with her former company. May it bethat the
Lord will work hisway and she may become avessel of honor to theglory of his
freegrace. Johnisalso not at ease. | am so happy that the Lord entered under that
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roof. When the Lord speaksit happens. | still hopein my God. Hisword will not
return empty, not even when our faith is tempted.

| must quit now, but only after sending heartfelt greetingsfor all my Christian
friends. Also givemy specia greetingsto your mother, Mrs. Wijnkoop and Ennie
Braetheijt. | recommend you and yoursto the mercy of the God of the covenant.
Also greetings to you and your husband, | remain,

Y our loving mother,
Dina Hardenbergh born Van Bergh

New Brunswick,
May 22, 1796

Dinafound afriend with whom she shared her spiritual journey in Mrs. Van
Deursen of New Brunswick. They prayed together and gave each other encour-
agement.

In 1799 Dina assisted two women of First Reformed Church, Sarah Van
Dorenand Mrs. Condict, in theformation of a Sunday School at the church. This
was one of the first Sunday Schools to be organized in the United States as the
movement cameto Americafrom England where Robert Raikesfounded thefirst
Sunday School in 1780.

“When we arrive at the safe harbor”

n 1803 Dina wrote to Rachel. At the time she was in Raritan. John
I Schureman Vredenburgh, from New Brunswick, was the minister
there.23

Dear Daughter of my heart,

This morning | have before me your welcome letter of May 30, which |
received from the hand of Jacob R. Hardenberg. | washappy to seethat all of you
arewell. | amnot surethat | received aletter fromyoulast fal. It’ strue, | haven’t
written for along time either. Sometimesit was because of bodily weakness, and
often because the opportunity was not there. Sometimes you think that you are
being forgotten. But rather does my right hand forget itself, before | will be able
to forget you. Our daily prayer for you is being brought to the throne of grace. |
shall not giveupyoufolksaslongaswestill liveintheday of grace. Every sooften
| am encouraged to hope.

O my dear child, my soul’ sconcernfor youisthat Christ may takeforminyou
and that you may be found in him. | so hope that you don’t live careless and
prayerless; thosewho seek are promised that they will find, those who knock will
have it opened. O could it be that the free grace of the Almighty would work
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miracles. It isbeyond my powersto bring my children to the Lord. But the Lord
who lives also brings the dead to life, makes the blind to see, and has promised
that the seed would serve him and would be ajoyful name and praise. May the
Lord make it so. Amen.

I’ m sureyou want to hear how thingshave gonewith me. I had aweak winter;
attacks from my old disorder. Y et, to the praise of my faithful Redeemer, the
comfortsof the Holy Spirit were not few. Often | was given causeto boast in the
midst of oppression. So the scriptureswerefulfilled to my soul. | have no reason
to complain. Instead | should praisethe Lord and be amazed that he remembered
thispoor wormwith foretastesof heaven’ sglory and of arest that finally remains,
where pain and sorrow will be no more. And where we will be given eternal joy
in the presence of God. O how great is God' s grace through the redemption of
Christ. I livepurely by grace, grounded in an eternal and unchangeabl e covenant,
of which my dear Emmanuel isthe cornerstone. So | singwith David, “ TheLord
ismy shepherd, | shall not want.” O how blessed thingswill bewhenfinally after
all the pain and sorrow wewill arrivein the safe harbor. Y et, not my will, but the
will of my heavenly Father be done.

| have good hope that the Lord is touching some of the hearts in our family:
Mrs. Frielinghuijsen, your brother John’ swidow and John Frielinghuijsen’ swife
Luci. Thesethree have registered themsel veswith the church and so are enlisted
under Christ’ sbanner of thecross. Y our brother Jacob’ swife, Pollie, hasfor quite
awhile been under conviction of the heart. She also has registered her name on
theroll. O that faith’s labor would turn her soul with power, and would that it
wouldtakerefugeunder thewingsof Jesus. Thereisroomfor you, especially now.
The Lord seemsto establish hisbanner in so many places. It seemsthat thefields
arewhitefor harvest. Inour congregation thereal so seemsto bemovement among
thedry bones, especially amongtheyoungfolk. Therearemany quiet tearsduring
the preaching. Our young minister, Mr. Vreedenburg, is encouraged. | wish |
would beallowed to seemy Kinginvictory. Heshall reign from seato sea, tothe
ends of the earth and to the going down of the sun. To my joy | heard at Pollie's
brother’s, who is licensed to preach, that a faithful minister has arrived at
Mombakkus, Mr. Westervelde. May the L ord indeed return among those people.
| was encouraged with cousin Hardenbergh and hope that hewill beauseful man
inthe house of the Lord. He said that he was so refreshed that soon hewould like
to come again. O my dear child, how | long to see you and Evaonce more. Look
for an opportunity, please. | havenot seenyouinfiveyears. Thefirst snow wehad
your sister Nelatogether withMr. and Mrs. Howel took off for you but beforethey
werein Pompton the snow was gone and they had to return. | oftenfind it hardto
be robbed of my children, especially of their comfort when the time of death
comes. | hear nothing from Eva. | must make an end now. Greetings to Mrs.
Wijnkoop. Tell her that | oftenthink of her. Alsogreet all my Christianfriendsand
tell them that the Lord is no debtor to me, but isgood to me aboveal | pray and
hopefor. If | could perhapsreceivealittleletter from some, | would likethat very
much. Also greet our family’ sfriends, also your husband and children. Give the
dear children akissfor me. And you, my dear child, | have to commit you to the
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merciful God, where so often | haveleft you in prayer. Now | embrace you with
my heart and remain,

Y our tender loving Mother,
Dina Hardenbergh born Van Bergh

Raritan—Somerville June 6, 1803
PS: Everyonein the family sends greetings.

Dinadied at her son Jacob’ shomein New Brunswick, March 26, 1807. When
it appearedthat shewasdying, her friend, Mrs.VVan Deursen, wascalledto bewith
her. When Mrs. Van Deursen told Dinathat her death seemed to be at hand, she
responded, “O! How glad | am.”

The stone at her grave in the church yard of First Reformed Church in New
Brunswick says:

This monument is erected to the memory of
Dinah Hardenbergh, relict of the Rev.

J. R. Hardenbergh, D.D., S.T.P.

Of high attainments herein grace,

now resting in glory, died the 26th day

of March, 1807, aged 81 years.

Tell how she climbed the everlasting hills,
Surveying all the realms above;

Borne on a strong-winged faith, and on
The fiery wheels of animmortal love.

The following poems, in Dina s hand, and probably composed by her, have
survived and are in the Special Collections at the Alexander Library of Rutgers
University. They aretrand ated by Gerard Van Dyk. Intheoriginal Dutchthelines
end with rhyming words.

O, how lovely and kindly

is Jesus, the lover of my soul.
Salvation fully iswith him,
He isthe Father’s Son.

In him heiswell-pleased
and calls from heaven high,
“Thisis my beloved Son.”
May the things of thisworld
no more tempt me;

and that he who gains
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heaven for me may have

my full attention.

That always | may be reminded

that there, on high, lives my Redeemer.

O, lovely Jesus, Sun of my life,

Thou art the only source of my life,
my divine Head and King,

my only soul’ s Shepherd and Keeper,
who always will be on my side,

my dwelling from on high.

O Cornerstone of my heart,

who never failed or forsook me

in hislove for me.

No, the friend of my soul isfaithful.
HeisYesand Amen and does not regret
the love he sent to my soul.

My dearest Jesus, who braces my soul,
on whom | safely can lean,

my Redeemer, Lord and King:

For time and aso for eternity,

Thou art my rock and dwelling,

my faithful Jesus, Friend and Brother,

my dearest Pledge and soul’ s K eeper,

my Salvation, my Guarantor and my Bridegroom.
My dearest Jesus, why, O why, didst thou
givethyself for my eternal life?

Even when | did not ask for thee,

gave thou me life from thy death.

My soul sinks low, eternal wonder,

that thou wouldst be salvation’ s fountain
which eternally would satisfy.

For me, asinful worm, thou

wouldst benignly look for me, a sinner

with thy free grace, even though | grieved thee.
Thou gavest thyself for me

when all was lost for me.

And so brought grace to me

from eternity’ s covenant of peace.
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Appendix

DinaVan Bergh would beasignificant personif for no other reason than that
she was the mother of two prominent New Jersey families. Her son, Frederick,
was the ancestor of all the Frelinghuysensin America. His sons John, Frederick
and Theodore, were distinguished lawyers. Theodore became a Senator of the
United States and was a candidate for the office of Vice President of the United
States running with Henry Clay for President. He was Chancellor of New Y ork
University and President of Rutgers College from 1850-1863. In later genera-
tions, Frederick Theodore Frelinghuysen was a United States Senator and
Secretary of State with President Arthur. His son Frederick was alifeinsurance
executive. Joseph Sherman Frelinghuysen was aso an insurance executive and
wasaSenator of theUnited States. To the present day membersof thefamily have
distinguished themselves in public service.

After the death of her first husband, Dina married Jacob Hardenbergh and
became the mother of a branch of the Hardenbergh family which also has an
impressive record of achievement. Their son, Johannes who was later known as
John, was active in building a new church at Raritan, was Sheriff of Somerset
County and a Trustee of Queens College. Jacob Rutsen, Jr., became ajudge and
founded the first bank in New Brunswick, the third bank to be organized in the
State of New Jersey.

His son, Cornelius Low, was a Trustee of Queens College, bank president,
Mayor of New Brunswick and a New Jersey Assemblyman. His youngest son,
Theodore Frelinghuysen, became a physician and Secretary of the Board of
Trustees of Queen’s College. In the next generation, James Richmond (1814-
1885), was Mayor of Sacramento, Surveyor General of Californiaand Superin-
tendent of the United States Mint at San Francisco. Jacob Rutsen (1824-1892),
was amember of the state Constitutional Convention and the Senate of the State
of New York. Among those of later generations were Augustus A., a bank
president, president of arailroad company, and amember of Congressand Henry
J., architect of Kirkpatrick Chapel at Rutgers, Suydam Hall at New Brunswick
Theological Seminary and of several significant buildingsinNew Y ork City. And
many other family members could be listed who have made exceptional contri-
butionsto society.

But DinaVan Berghisnoteworthy in her own right. She was an outstanding
womanfor her time. Shehad many friendsanditisclear that her indomitablefaith
and dynamic spirit had a profound effect upon them. She was acquainted with
important peopleof her time, including George and M arthaWashington. Shewas
close to people who played a vital part in the struggle for independence, her
husband and her oldest son among them. She was an ardent supporter of the
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college, first called Queensandlater Rutgers. Shewaspersonally acquainted with
the founders and early leaders of the school. Through correspondence, she kept
in contact with awide circle of people. Both through her writing and persona
contact, she was an unusually influential person.

Furthermore, DinaVan Bergh is of special interest because she represents a
significant movement in the religious life of America. Pietism was one of the
major contributing streamsto the spiritual revivals and the missionary efforts of
Protestantism. And it was of far reaching effect upon American life. Pietism
received abad name because of the excesses of some. But in the exampleof Dina
Van Bergh, it can be seen that a vital personal faith became the dynamic which
gave her the character and influence she had. Far from being merely privatisticit
gave her asocia consciousness. Dina sexperience of God' s presence and power
led her into alife of service.
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